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Cells Zone, November 2012 

This report has been compiled by the I’m a 

Scientist team as a summary, containing moderator observations and our web data, to provide some 

meaningful information on the zone. 

The Cells Zone started off slow, with only a few questions and live chats. But it soon picked up and turned out 

to be a very exciting zone as students started asking lots of questions and live chats were lively. Live chats 

featured a range of questions on the basics of what cells are to the workings of synapses between neurons. 

 

 

Popular topics 

Students really got into the cells theme, 

asking lots of questions about how nerve cells repair, what different types of cells are in the brain and what 

happens to women’s eggs as they age. Some of the most popular questions were about why the scientists had 

decided to do cell research. Students also asked quite a few questions about brain cells and more specifically 

about Alzheimers disease. 

 

Live chats included questions about lots of different types of cells, and egg, brain and nerve cells were the 

most popular. Students wanted to know everything from ‘how many cells are there in a whale’, ‘are brain cells 

slimy?’ to ‘which is fastest a sperm cell or a white blood cell?’. Sometimes the simplest questions proved to be 

Zone page Pageviews 

Total zone 16,323 

ASK page 841 

CHAT page 1,479 

VOTE page 749 

Callum Johnston 800 

Katie Howe 711 

Sam Godfrey 701 

Michelle Linterman 576 

Gina Tse 479 

 Zone Zones 
average 

Whole 
event 

Registered students 301 286 859 

% of active students (used ASK, 
CHAT, VOTE or commented) 

78% 79% - 

Questions asked 289 383 1,148 

Questions approved 161 176 529 

Answers given 408 507 1,520 

Comments 32 75 224 

Votes 195 211 632 

Live chats 15 12 36 

Lines of live chat 5,120 4,381 13,144 

Schools  12 10 29 

Sample questions 

why did you choose to study human egg cells why not something else?   

do cells hold dieseases 

what is Alzheimer’s? 

is it possible for cells to mix together 

What is the most common cell and what is it used for inside the human body 

what is cells are the most important 

Why are you interested in cell repair after injury or damage? 

Number of pageviews in the 4 weeks 

surrounding the event 

 

Key figures from I’m a Scientist November 2012 for the zone, the 

average of all 3 zones, and the whole event 

http://cellsn12.imascientist.org.uk/2012/11/13/why-did-you-choose-to-study-human-egg-cells-why-not-something-else/
http://cellsn12.imascientist.org.uk/2012/11/17/do-cells-hold-dieseases/
http://cellsn12.imascientist.org.uk/2012/11/22/what-is-alzheimers/
http://cellsn12.imascientist.org.uk/2012/11/09/is-it-possible-for-cells-to-mix-together/
http://cellsn12.imascientist.org.uk/2012/11/13/what-is-the-most-common-cell-and-what-is-it-used-for-inside-the-human-body/
http://cellsn12.imascientist.org.uk/2012/11/10/what-is-cells-are-the-most-important/
http://cellsn12.imascientist.org.uk/2012/11/20/why-are-you-interested-in-cell-repair-after-injury-or-damage/
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the most challenging for scientists to answer, including ‘do cells eat’ and ‘do cells communicate’. Often 

scientists asked students post their questions in ASK after the live chat so they could give them more in depth 

answers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples of good engagement 

Scientists were empathetic and understanding when talking about personal experiences with the students.  

In a live chat with Lampton School scientist Callum Johnston and a student discussed Alzheimers and how it 

has affected them personally: 

Student: ‘i think is it when the brain starts to shrink?’ 

Callum Johnston: ‘Yes that's right the brain starts to shrink and the person starts to lose their memories and 

change their personality, its a really sad disease for the person and their family to suffer, my granny had it so 

that is why I'm so passionate about helping find a cure’’ 

Student: ‘yes i know because my grandad had it’ 

Keywords of questions asked in the zone. The size of the word represents its popularity; the number indicates 

the number of times it was tagged as a keyword. 

Keywords from live chats in the zone. The size of the word represents its popularity.  
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Scientists were faced with tricky questions that meant thinking outside of the box and drawing on knowledge 

from different areas. When asked when two opposite cells meet what happens? scientists’ answers included 

cells being opposite in immunology and also in reproduction.  

One great live chat with Birchwood High School included scientists explaining how nerve cells from a dog’s 

nose had been used to treat paralysis in the dog’s legs and also how down syndrome comes out. One student 

enjoyed the chat so much that she rang the office and asked us to send her teacher contact details for the 

scientists so that she could do a work experience placement with them. In another live chat, students at 

Colchester County High School for Girls asked loads of questions and one student even asked for some further 

reading on gene therapy and lentiviruses. At the end of the chat, their teacher Iona Martin said: “Thank you to 

you all, the students have been so absorbed in your answers, could have heard a pin drop at times with their 

concentrating! Lots to follow up on, have pasted the Qs and As out.”  

Scientist winner: Callum Johnston  

Callum’s plans for the money are: “My plan is to make some tutorial videos about 

Neuroscience that fit into the Human Biology curriculum. These will cover topics like 

different parts of the brain and what they do, and what happens when different parts get 

damaged, how memory works and how drugs affect the brain” 

He’s written a thank you post with more details about his plans at 

cellsn12.imascientist.org.uk/2012/11/26/thank-you-from-your-winner-callum 

Student winner: cheechee 

For asking lots of great questions about cell injury and repair, and harmful genes. Cheechee gets a £20 WH 

Smith voucher and a certificate.  

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here’s a few of the comments made 

during the event… 

 

 

 

“that chat was fun - but a bit crazy!" "haveing a lot of laugh out loud moments in the office this week!" –  Katie 

Howe, scientist 

“i did learn something new and also i really like science and i will never regret saying it" – chelsieborsing, student 

"Our time has come to an end, it has been very interesting speaking to you , thankyou for giving up your time to 

talk to us" – yungstudent786, student 

“Students (and teacher!) v excited to be taking part in #IAS2012 in an hour @ShaneMcC @imascientist” – Jessica 

Hamer, teacher, Lampton School, on Twitter 

“Overall it was such a great I'm a scientist session, seemed to get even more out of it this time and with my year 

13 group on friday afternoon we watched the final winners being revealed.” – Iona Martin, teacher, Colchester 

County High School for Girls 

“Thank you guys omg I've had a ball !  You're all amazing, have an amazing Christmas! I wish you all well” – 

berryanniejude, student 

http://cellsn12.imascientist.org.uk/2012/11/15/when-two-oppsite-cells-meet-what-happens/
http://cellsn12.imascientist.org.uk/2012/11/26/thank-you-from-your-winner-callum/

