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Disease Zone, June 2013 

This report has been compiled by the I’m a 

Scientist team as a summary, containing moderator observations and our web data, 

to provide some meaningful information on the zone.  

The Disease Zone was very busy right from the start of the event. All of the scientists were keen to participate 

in the live chats, and they even requested more questions to be put through in Ask! The students seemed to 

find it easy to engage with the scientists and their disease-related research.   

 

 

Popular topics 

Popular topics in the chats included cures for cancer, the scientists’ own experiences of disease (through 

research and/or personal suffering) and animal testing in science. The scientists were happy to engage with 

the students, especially to clarify the differences between animal testing and animal cruelty. 

In the questions many students were interested in how diseases develop immunity to antibiotics. Lots of 

questions revolved around cancer causes and cures, and there were even questions on the potential for 

disease in space. 

Zone page Page 
views 

Total zone 21,260 

ASK page 1,527 

CHAT page 2,530 

VOTE page 2,622 

Ruth Mitchell 606 

Peter Balfe 678 

Paul Waines 686 

Katy Brown 582 

Lyn Lim 919 

 Zone Zones 
average 

Whole 
event 

Registered students 376 372 6,697 

% of active students (used ASK, 
CHAT, VOTE or commented) 

91% 83% - 

Questions asked 750 963 17,337 

Questions approved 245 309 5,558 

Answers given 720 533 9,597 

Comments 42 73 1,306 

Votes 379 276 4,962 

Live chats 17 13 240 

Lines of live chat 6,633 4,735 85,225 

Schools  9 8 138 

Sample questions 

Can you fight infection with infection? 

If diseases are organisms can diseases themselves become diseased? 

Do you harm animals in your work? 

Is there any disease in space? 

If you found a new disease that no one knew about how would you go about dealing with that and what 

would you do to find out more? 

There are over 200 types of cancer, how many have these have they found a cure or are close to finding a 

cure to? 

Do you think one day, we'll be able to cure all disease? 
Why can't you block the mutations of a bacterium permanently, so that the existing antibiotics still work?  

Do you feel the government is doing enough for young people who want to get into a career in science? 

Number of page views in the 3 weeks 

surrounding the event 

 

Key figures from I’m a Scientist June 2013 for the zone, the average 

of all 18 zones, and the whole event 

http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/18/can-you-fight-infection-with-infection/
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/18/if-diseases-are-orgernisams-can-diseases-them-selves-become-diseased/
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/14/do-you-harm-animals-in-your-work/
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/20/is-there-any-disease-in-space/
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/19/if-you-found-a-new-disease-that-no-one-knew-about-how-would-you-go-about-dealing-with-that-and-what-would-you-do-to/
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/19/if-you-found-a-new-disease-that-no-one-knew-about-how-would-you-go-about-dealing-with-that-and-what-would-you-do-to/
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/19/there-are-over-200-types-of-cancer-how-many-have-these-have-they-found-a-cure-or-are-close-to-finding-a-cure-to/
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/19/there-are-over-200-types-of-cancer-how-many-have-these-have-they-found-a-cure-or-are-close-to-finding-a-cure-to/
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/19/do-you-think-one-day-well-be-able-to-cure-all-dease-or-do-you-think-that-dease-will-keep-adapting-and-well-never/
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/21/why-cant-you-block-the-mutations-of-a-bacterium-permanently-so-that-the-existing-antibiotics-still-work-why-do/
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/20/do-you-feel-the-government-is-doing-enough-for-young-people-who-want-to-get-into-a-career-in-science-to-me-you-have-to/
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Examples of good engagement 

The scientists were keen to engage with the students, especially on the subject of animal testing (see ‘do you 

harm animals in your work?’ in the list of sample questions). The following question on how science works 

allowed the scientists to break down experimental procedures for the students to understand: ‘what process 

do you follow to find answers?’ 

 

Peter gave lots of encouragement throughout the chats for students to go and look up more information: 

playstationv: Is it possible to cure AIDS? 
peterbalfe: See my other answer : 10 years ago I would have said "no", but now, not so sure - google 

"Boston Patient" for more on this 

 

Keywords of questions asked in the zone (the size of the word represents its popularity; the number indicates 

the number of times it was tagged as a keyword) 

Keywords from live chats in the zone (the size of the word represents its popularity)  

animal9 animal testing3 antibiotic3 big bang3 body10 cancer17 cell5 chemistry3 death6 discovery5 

disease22 earth3 education7 ethics3 evolution3 

experiment8 experiments2 failure2 future14 history7 how science works7 immune 

system8 infection6 inspiration5 marine3 medicine23 microorganism9 

neuroscience10 nutrition6 personal3 philosophy3 

preference6 religion2 reproduction3 research13 respiration3 routine2 science 

communication4 space8 technology3 universe6 virus13 vote8 win9 work12 

http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/14/what-process-do-you-follow-to-find-answers/
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/14/what-process-do-you-follow-to-find-answers/
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6669
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=13884
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=26047
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=8293
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=8253
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6671
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4573
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=36
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=8266
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6986
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6066
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4602
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=18654
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=13044
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4574
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4570
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=28798
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=9877
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=17400
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=71910
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=36427
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=36427
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=36430
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6663
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=22465
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6065
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=14007
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=28297
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=29398
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=15986
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=15375
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=83729
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=10427
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4671
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=5343
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4672
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=38212
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=26890
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=26890
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=592
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6068
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4603
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6644
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6615
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=9848
http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=593
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And students were also keen to tell the scientists jokes and riddles: 

lilyandzarahh: A plane Crashes into the ocean, where do they bury the survivers? 

katybrown: you don't bury survivors! 

peterbalfe: Anyone have any idea how old that joke is? 

 

All of the scientists engaged well, resulting in some great questions and answers both about science and how 

the scientific process works: 

beckylake12: How do we know that your not telling us incorrect information about your work? 

eelynlim: scientists have to prove their work by showing records of data and stuff. if you make stuff 

up about science you can go to jail! 

 

Scientist winner: Lyn Lim 

Lyn’s plans for the prize money: “I’m really looking forward to starting work on that 

science-based computer game. Scientific research has a tendency to take itself very 

seriously, but I would hate to ever forget that, to me, science is first and foremost 

supposed to be FUN.” Read Lyn’s thank you message here. 

Student winner: faegallagher 

For some great questions and engagement, faegallagher will receive a £20 WH Smith voucher and a 

certificate.  

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments 

made during the event… 

 

 

 

 

“thank you i have learnt lots and enjoyed the experience” – edwardo, student  

 “I was so glad to see so many intelligent, well-informed, imaginative questions coming from the students! It is 

lovely to see that young people are being encouraged to think critically about the world around them, and 

actively try to find out more – and I love that I was able to be part of that. – Lyn Lim, scientist 

“Thank you all you scientists you have inspired me a lot!” – spoderman1, student 

“Thanks very much scientists! My class have really enjoyed this chat.” – hlscience, teacher 

“thank you for this opportunity for the live chat with you It’s been helpful” – abigail123, student 

“We have learned so much thank you <3” – mazzasayshowjumper, student 

 

http://diseasej13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/07/02/thank-you-from-your-winner-lyn/

