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 November 2013  

This report has been compiled by the I’m a Scientist team as a summary, containing moderator observations 
and our web data, to provide some meaningful information on the zone.  

The Nanotechnology Zone was funded by Institute of Physics. It was the zone with the highest number of 
registered students, up to 360 students, going even beyond our initial goal of 350 registered students per 
zone. Students seem to prefer the live chats rather than the ASK section, but there was a great influx of 
questions in the second week of the event.  

Importantly, and as it can be seen in the worldle on the following pages, the live chats stayed very focused on 
nanotechnology. Students were very keen to know more about what nanotechnology is and what It can be 
used for. 
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Popular topics 

In both the live chats and in the questions there were lots of questions about the specifics of Nanotechnology, 
such as its everyday uses and how it affects us and technology. There was a lot of interest in Adam’s work 
using lasers to make chips to detect disease. There were a significant number of questions on religion and 
faith, which was a common occurrence in the zones ran in Ireland. 

Finally, off-topic questions on music groups and fashion also came up. 

 

 

ZONE PAGE PAGE 
VIEWS 

ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Total zone 6,213 13,398 

ASK page 1,750 1,710 

CHAT page 2,026 1,407 

VOTE page 1,059 827 

 ZONE ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Registered students 360 312 

% of active students (used ASK, 
CHAT, VOTE or commented) 

78% 78% 

Questions asked 435 471 

Questions approved 221 239 

Answers given 426 492 

Comments 42 84 

Votes 265 198 

Live chats 12 11 

Lines of live chat 4,985 3,823 

Schools  12 10 

Keywords from live chats in the zone (the size of the word represents its popularity)  

Number of page views during the event 

(plus previous and following weeks) 

 

Key figures from I’m a Scientist November 2013 for the zone, the 

average of all 4 zones, and the whole event 
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Sample questions 

How would you move nano molecules around without damaging them or losing them? 

What would the most complex tool you have tested??? 

How would you power nano-bots to use them to perform various tasks? 

Do you find it’s cruel to kill innocent animals for science? 

Could nanotechnology improve treatment of heart attack and heart failure? 

How do you make lasers 

Are there health risks in nanomaterial foods??? 

How was the idea of nano first thought of, and by whom? 

alien3 animal7 animaltesting3 biology3 body

6 brain3 colour6 computer3 discovery7  

earth5 energy3 

experiment4 food2  Force3 future16 

health4  human14  invention4 laser4  

modern science2 

nanotechnology18 

planet2  research4  scientist3 

space10 subatomic3 technology11 

universe4 weather3  

Keywords of questions asked in the zone (the size of the words represents its popularity) 

SCIENCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total 160 

 

CAREER 

education12 inspiration4

 school5work26  

Total47 

PERSONAL /OTHER 

emotion7 football3ghana3 

hobby2  humour2 IAS14 

music4personal14 

preference21 

quirky 16 

Television3 1win6 6   

Total 93 

http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/2013/11/15/how-would-you-move-nano-molecules-around-without-damaging-them-or-losing-them/#comments
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/2013/11/11/what-would-the-most-complex-tool-you-have-tested/#comments
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/2013/11/15/how-would-you-power-nano-bots-to-use-them-to-preform-various-tasks-e-g-stopping-at-a-specified-location-removing/
anotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/2013/11/11/do-you-find-its-cruel-to-kill-innocent-animals-for-science/#comments
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/2013/11/14/could-nanotechnology-improve-treatment-of-heart-attack-and-heart-failure/
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/2013/11/22/how-do-you-make-lasers/
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/2013/11/13/are-there-health-risks-in-nanomaterial-foods/
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/2013/11/15/how-was-the-idea-of-nano-first-thought-of-and-by-who-thanks/#comments
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=43
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=30
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=131
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=27
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=129
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=129
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=65
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=19
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=12
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=97
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=49
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=78
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=83
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=28
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=91
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=47
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=158
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=40
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=102
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=87
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=25
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=106
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=35
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=52
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=54
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=14
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=17
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=13
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=36
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=173
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=24
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=53
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=44
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=8
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=32
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=10
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=38
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=37
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=263
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=7
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=119
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=9
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=48
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=18
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=11
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=148
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Examples of good engagement 

It was not uncommon for most of the scientists to participate in chats; they appeared to know one-another 
which lead to some animated discussions between themselves and students. The ‘space elevator’ came up 
again and again in the chats and ASK  section. E.g.:  

“can i take the elevator to space?” – saraw, student 

“Maybe; it would probably be like the space shuttle though, where government astronauts are the first to take 
it, then eventually it would be opened to private citizens who could pay a lot for it, and eventually it may be 
inexpensive like the airplane but we don't know yet”.- Jessamyn, scientist 

Eleanor frequently gave unique answers to the quirky questions such as this one “If you could change one law 

of physics what would it be and why?”. Adam was often asked questions related to his profile; “What’s a 
science circus?” 
 

Scientist winner: Sinead Cullen 

 Sinead’s plans for the prize money: “As I use physics and biology everyday I think I could 
really engage young people who have a wide variety of interests. As I work on Heart 
Disease research, it is an issue that most people can relate too. We see everyday the 
importance of having a healthy diet, being active and overall trying to lead a healthy life 
so it is definitely a topic which young people would find very interesting. I would make 
the workshop very fun, easy to understand and let the students have hands on experience 
in experiments.”  Read Sinead’s thank you message here. 

Student winner:  heisenberg 

For posting great questions and writing a detailed profile, heisenberg will receive a €25 iTunes voucher and a 
certificate.  

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments 
made during the event… 

 

 

  

 

 

 

“Thanks Sinead, it sounds like the technologies will be highly 
beneficial.” – jillpf, student 

“Thanks guys for talking to me really helped me make my decision 

for the leaving cert.” – sarahlawless, student 

“We had our interactive chat session today and it went extremely 
well, the girls were so engaged and learned a lot. One of the girls 
emailed me on a copy of all the conversations afterwards and I 
was really impressed how the scientists could relate their answers 
to the students’ lives so quickly and easily” - Fiona Mc Keever, 
teacher  

“It makes so much more sense now! Thank you, my brains not 
mushed anymore from thinking about it!” – maher123, student 

 

 

 

 
“Taking part in I’m a Scientist: Get me 
out of here! For the last two weeks has 
been just amazing. I have loved every 
moment of it, and already miss the 
chats and the questions that you guys 
submitted. “– Sinead Cullen, scientist 

“Thank you guys, you've all been 
awesome. Thank you all for a great last 
chat!” – Adam Murphy, scientist 

 

http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/2013/11/21/if-you-could-change-one-law-of-physics-what-would-it-be-and-why/,
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/2013/11/21/if-you-could-change-one-law-of-physics-what-would-it-be-and-why/,
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/2013/11/14/whats-a-science-circus/
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/2013/11/14/whats-a-science-circus/
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/2013/11/26/thank-you-from-your-winner-sinead/
http://nanotechnologyn13.imascientist.ie/2013/11/26/thank-you-from-your-winner-sinead/

