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November 2013  

This report has been compiled by the I’m a Scientist team as a summary, containing moderator observations and our 
web data, to provide some meaningful information on the zone.  

The Stem Cells Zone was one of the zones that registered more visits. Both, the ASK and CHAT sections were 
populated with extremely focused questions on Stem Cells and their potential applications.  Most of the live chats 
took place during the first week, but there were a lot of on-topic and relevant questions asked throughout.  Students 
in this zone were also active voting for their favourite scientist. 
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Matthew 
Tomlinson 

1,139 Winner 

David 
Christensen 

1,152 2nd 

Tomasz 
Kostrzewski 

736 3rd 

Aoife 
O'Shaughnessy 

- Kirwan 
523 4th 

Anzy Miller 438 5th 
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Popular topics 

In both the ASK and CHAT sections, there were a lot of questions relating to stem cells, covering everything from the 
procedures used to obtain and grow the cells, to how their practical applications. There was a huge interest in Matt’s 
work obtaining stem cells from teeth.  Students also asked about growing organs, and the ethics of stem cell 
research.  

Other popular topics included the limits of stem cell research and its future potential to treat disease, or give 
humans superpowers or wings. 

 

 

ZONE PAGE PAGE 
VIEWS 

ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Total zone 21,791 16,397 

ASK page 1,562 953 

CHAT page 1,990 1,760 

VOTE page 1,326 872 

 ZONE ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Registered students 381 281 

% of active students (used ASK, 
CHAT, VOTE or commented) 

83%   85% 

Questions asked 738 438 

Questions approved 324 169 

Answers given 589 380 

Comments 90 64 

Votes 300 205 

Live chats 12 13 

Lines of live chat 5,277    4,403 

Schools  7 7 

Number of page views during the event 

(plus previous and following weeks) 

 

Key figures from I’m a Scientist November 2013 for the zone, the 

average of all 7 zones, and the whole event 

 

Keywords from live chats in the zone (the size of the word represents its popularity)  
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 animal10  

animal testing5 body26 bone4 cancer4   

cell99 control4 discovery5 

disease10  embryo4 embryonic8 

ethics12  

experiment9   food4 future11 

growth14  human15   number5 organ

9  plant4 procedure4 research27 

science9 size5 subject7 success5 teeth3  

time13  twin5  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sample questions 

Could stem cell research give humans super powers?  

How many cells will a human go through in a lifetime? 

How can stem cells regenerate limbs for salamanders? 

Why do scientists use animals for experiments? 

If you were to find a mutation in cells, would you experiment with them? 

Can cells travel through time? 

What are stem cells made out of?  

Can you grow functional or not functional wings on a human from the stem cells of a bird? 

SCIENCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total 327 

CAREER 

achievement4 advice4  

alternative career4career10  

careerchoice10  

education6 

inspiration4 interest4 work15 
 

Total 61 

PERSONAL /OTHER 

event10 favourite7  life9  

music5 personal20  

preference16 
tv4 6 5 

Total 71 

1 

Keywords of questions asked in the zone (the size of the words represents its popularity) 

http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6669
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=13884
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=8253
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=11000
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6671
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4573
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=13912
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6986
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6066
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4563
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=11007
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=13044
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4570
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=10438
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=9877
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=14964
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6685
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=25716
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6692
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6692
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4572
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=55953
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=5343
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=596
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=13271
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=11787
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=20579
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=15729
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4663
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=9848
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=11789
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=10143
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=46622
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6702
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=95312
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=18654
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6663
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=10443
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=593
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=16155
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=9871
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4661
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6613
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=15986
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=83729
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6675
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Examples of good engagement 

All of the scientists took an active part in both CHAT and ASK, and there were great particular examples of good 
engagement between scientists and students. E.g.: “Can you grow functional or not functional wings on a human 
from the stem cells of a bird?” 

There were also some nice and friendly conversations in the live chats:  

“If I were a cell, I would want to be a lazy cell! Having a tough job like that seems like hard work! Not that I am 
against hard work though!!” - tixielicks, student 

“oh yeah, I'd definitely be a lazy cell” – David, scientist 

“maybe you could be one of the outer cells of the skin?! you just have to hang around for a while and then you're 
shed off, that's about it!” – Aoife, scientist 
 

Scientist winner: Matthew Tomlinson  

Matt’s plans for the prize money: “I’d donate the money to my local primary school so they 

can run interactive science-based workshops. (…) This would enable them to add a bit more 

hands-on science and will allow them to buy some new teaching aids, like a life-size model of 

a skeleton and some microscopes for example.”  Read Matt’s thank you message here. 

Student winner: cookiejayden 

For asking some very good questions in ASK, cookiejayden will receive a £20 WH Smith voucher and a 
certificate.  

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments made 

during the event… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Thanks for answering my questions I have learnt 

loads!” – 11jasminl, student 

 “Thank you very much for sharing your scientific 

experiences and discoveries” – elliedc, student 

 “I’m really pleased that we have been offered this 

opportunity. I have been very impressed with 

some of the questions that the students have 

been asking the scientists in the live chats!”  – 

Dan Stiles, teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

“I was so impressed with the questions you asked and 

how engaged you are with science. Some of your 

questions really made me think about what I do and 

what we might achieve in the future and some of them 

were so fantastically creative that I’ve had to think about 

science in a completely different way” – Matthew 

Tomlinson, scientist 

“Thanks for the great questions guys! Some really 

interesting tricky ones in there.” – David Christensen, 

scientist 

http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/12/02/thank-you-from-your-winner-matt/
http://stemn13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/12/02/thank-you-from-your-winner-matt/

