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Scientists’ activity 

Schools’ data at a glance 

  

June 2014  

The Astronomy Zone was very popular among teachers, and it was the first zone to be fully booked. Students’ 

questions were really focused and on-topic, as well as very specific and consistent, probably due to students being 

familiar with the term “astronomy”.  This was the zone with the highest activity in the CHAT section, with 18 live 

chats and over 7,700 lines of live chat. All the scientists in the zone were really engaged, sharing the load of 

questions answering and chatting in the ASK and CHAT sections between all 5 of them, as well as lots of discussion 

on Twitter. Zone winner Roberto decided to donate his prize money to the runner-up Sam, as he already has enough 

outreach funds to run his own public engagement projects.  
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Popular topics 

Live chats were fairly busy, with the majority of 

students asking a broad range of questions with space travel, meteors, living on other planets, and alien life being 

popular. A big focus in both the CHAT and ASK sections, were black holes - because of Sam’s research. Students were 

fascinated by them, and discussions developed to include time travel, gravity and other dimensions as a result.  

Nat seemed to attract lots of questions about rocks and meteors, and there were also some more philosophical 

questions like “what is it to be human?” 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ASTRONOMY 
ZONE 

ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Registered students 425 282 

% of active students (used ASK, 
CHAT, VOTE or commented) 80% 80% 

Questions asked 635 488 

Questions approved 279 217 

Answers given 669 429 

Comments 60 54 

Votes 404 219 

Lines of live chat 7,777 4,020 

Live chats   18 12 

Schools  12 6 

ASTRONOMY 
ZONE 

PAGE 
VIEWS 

ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Total zone 19,576 16,052 

ASK page 1,379 1,091 

CHAT page 2,298 1,699 

VOTE page 1,467 968 

Number of page views during the event 

(plus 2 previous weeks) 

Key figures from I’m a Scientist June 2014 for the 
zone, and the average of all 17 zones 

Keywords from live chats in the zone (the size of the word represents its popularity)  
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Keyword Number of 

times 

Keyword Number of 

times 

space 84 star 15 
universe 47 quirky 15 

work 38 gravity 13 
preference 37 discovery 13 

career 27 theory 13 
research 26 earth 12 

planet 25 galaxy 11 
personal 23 technology 11 

education 21 school 10 
black-hole 18 space-travel 10 

Example questions 

“What planet do you want to explore?” 

“Are there telescopes which can see the mars rover from Earth??” 

“what is the name of the largest meteorite that came to earth ?” 

“If there is such thing as aliens do you think that they are trying to discover us?” 

“Is the Jupiter moon, Europa, suitable for life?” 

“does time change in a back hole?” 

Keywords of questions asked in the zone (zone topic was not used as a keyword) 
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http://astronomyj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/26/what-planet-do-you-want-to-explore/
http://astronomyj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/19/are-there-telescopes-which-can-see-the-mars-rover-from-earth/
http://astronomyj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/17/what-is-the-name-of-the-largest-meteorite-that-came-to-earth/
http://astronomyj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/18/if-there-is-such-thing-as-aliens-do-you-think-that-they-are-trying-to-discover-us/
http://astronomyj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/24/is-the-jupiter-moon-europa-suitable-for-life-i-understand-it-is-very-cold-like-very-cold-but-research-on-it-has/
http://astronomyj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/26/dose-time-change-in-a-back-hole/
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Examples of good engagement 

Overall students in the live chats were enthusiastic, and many seemed to come prepared with specific 

questions, like this one: 

“do you thinks it’s worth all of the money to go to the moon, but there are so many people suffering from loss 

of money couldn't we of spent it on them. i believe a children’s life is more important than a rock what about 

you” – sarahdill, student 

 

“@sarahill - there are different pots of money available for different types of research. It is not always the case 

that money for one thing could be used for something else, but of course it is important for us to try and save 

as many lives as possible.” – Natasha Stephen, scientist 

 

“@sarahdill that's a good point, but it's not about the rock as such, it's about the advances in technology you 

get out of achieveing something like that, which in turn can help people” – Sam Connolly, scientist 

 

Sam was particularly good at giving forthright, very honest answers. And all the scientists were really good at reading 

each other’s answers, commenting on them and adding little useful bits to complete them. 

 

Scientist winner: Roberto Trotta 

Roberto has given his prize money to Sam, the runner-up in the Astronomy Zone, as he already 

has enough outreach funds for his public engagement projects and wants to support new talents 

in Science Communication who, like Sam, have terrific projects. Therefore, Roberto will run his 

project “a competition for school-aged students: the winner gets to carry out their research 

project at Imperial!”, using other public engagement funds available to him, allowing Sam to run 

his project: “…taking the University of Southampton’s inflatable planetarium to schools, to show people how 

interesting astronomy is and get people excited about it!” Read Roberto’s thank you message here. 

Student winner: littesnade 

For having great engagement during the event, littlesnade will receive a £20 WH Smith voucher and a certificate! 

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments made 

during the event… 

 

 

 

 

 

“A wonderful experience will definitely do this 
again with more classes next year.” – teacher 

“thank you for all your answers they were very 
interesting and now i know the answer to my 
question” – football11, student 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“It was great fun. The moderators and staff were really 
friendly and helpful. Keep it up!” – scientist 

“More than anything, I’ve revelled in talking to the 
students: every question was new, and often totally 
unexpected, challenging me and my fellow scientists to 
think afresh about our science and how to explain it 
clearly and briefly” – Roberto Trotta, scientist 
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