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Scientists’ activity 

Schools’ data at a glance 

 

June 2014  

The Barium Zone was a primary school zone. This zone had fewer registered students than average, and lower 

student activity than average. After visiting certain primary schools during the event, we have seen how the 

dynamics of the event change slightly from what we have observed in secondary schools. This might partially explain 

the lower activity registered in some of the primary school zones, as some teachers would register students in 

groups rather than individually, or run the whole activity with just their teacher account. The Barium Zone winner, 

Ekbal, stands out as really engaging with the students, contributing over half of all the live chat activity from the 

scientists 
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Popular topics 

Popular topics in both the CHAT and ASK sections 

were earthquakes and space, due to Ekbal’s 

research on how to use satellites to see how the 

ground moves.  

Live chats were focussed on the scientists’ research, with students having a good understanding of what each 

scientist studied, like Ruth’s and Gemma’s work on bacteria. Finally, students were also interested in scientists’ 

working routines. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 BARIUM 
ZONE 

ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Registered students 170 282 

% of active students (used ASK, 
CHAT, VOTE or commented) 67% 80% 

Questions asked 347 488 

Questions approved 155 217 

Answers given 231 429 

Comments 50 54 

Votes 55 219 

Lines of live chat  2,331 4,020 

Live chats 5 12 

Schools  6 6 

BARIUM ZONE PAGE 
VIEWS 

ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Total zone 10,823 16,052 

ASK page 864 1,091 

CHAT page 967 1,699 

VOTE page 349 968 

Number of page views during the event 

(plus 2 previous weeks) 

 

Key figures from I’m a Scientist June 2014 for the 
zone, and the average of all 17 zones 

Keywords from live chats in the zone (the size of the word represents its popularity)  
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Keyword Number of 

times 

Keyword Number of 

times 

earth 21 space 11 
technology 20 future 11 

body 17 opinion 10 
quirky 16 properties 9 
animal 15 personal 8 
human 13 life 8 

research 13 universe 8 
microbe 12 force 8 
career 12 disease 7 
work 11 energy 7 

Example questions 

“how does electricity travel?” 

“Would the world be better if midges didn't exist?” 

“how mutch blood cells are in your finger?” 

“how do you eat in space?” 

“what types of bacteria can kill germs?” 

“how can crocodiles hold their breath under the water for up to 45 minutes?” 

Keywords of questions asked in the zone  
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Examples of good engagement 

Many of the students had read the scientists’ profiles and used them to think of questions. The scientists often 

provided links to videos, articles and diagrams to reinforce their point, and built on each other’s answers to 

questions, drawing on their different areas of knowledge to give a more rounded answer:  

 

“Would there be any way to talk to animals?” – sparky1212, student 

 

The scientists sometimes gave most of an answer, then left something for the student to consider or work out for 

themselves, making the answer seem more accessible. Here is an example in which Andrei gave a student clues to 

calculate the number of cells in our blood: 

 

 “How mutch blood cells are in your finger?” – dinosour2541, student 

 

Scientist winner: Ekbal Hussain 

Ekbal’s plans for the prize money: “I am strongly involved with the Geology for Global 

Development organisation. What this organisation does is help and support young scientists to 

use their skills to help people around the world. If I win, the prize money will go towards 

supporting the work Geology for Global Development does and helping to make a difference to 

people’s lives around the world.” Read Ekbal’s thank you message here. 

Student winner: bremnerd 

For great engagement during the event, bremnerd will receive a £20 WH Smith voucher and a certificate! 

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments made 

during the event… 

 

 

 

 

 

“You are an amazing scientist in the world, 
that is very interesting” –student 

“it is a fantastic event and both my classes 
thoroughly” – teacher 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Great questions....just not enough time! Wish I could 
answer them all.” – Helen Gath, scientist 

“Wooooo, I won!!!! Thank you soooo much for voting 
for me guys! I had so much fun taking part in this event. 
Thanks to all my fellow scientists too. I learnt a lot from 
your answers! – Ekbal Hussain, scientist 
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