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Scientists’ activity 

Schools’ data at a glance 

 

June 2014  

The Drug Development Zone had a low number of registered students, given that only 3 schools out of the 8 schools 

given classes in the zone bought their students online. Nevertheless, the percentage of active students was higher 

than average – 87% of students asked a question, chatted, commented or voted for their favourite scientist. This 

kept the zone lively with high quality on-topic questions (as shown in the Wordle on the next page). 
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profile 

Page 
views 

Position 

Daryl 
Jones 

674 Winner 

Anita 
Thomas 

448 2nd 

Amy 
Monaghan 

564 3rd 

Nimesh 
Mistry 

379 4th 

Sandra 
Chiwanza 

361 5th 

 

 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Fitzharrys School

Stanborough School

Churston Ferrers Grammar School

34% 

37% 

22% 

6% 

1% 

Lines of live chat 

36% 

27% 

24% 

7% 
6% 

Answers 

mailto:angela@gallomanor.com


01225 326892 | angela@gallomanor.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Popular topics 

Live chats were fairly focussed on the zone theme of developing drugs, as well as more general questions on 

diseases and their cure or prevention, particularly cancer and allergies. Students often asked conceptual questions 

directly related to the scientists’ research, but they were also keen to learn more about the scientists’ working lives.  

Common themes in ASK were vaccines, animal testing, cancer, illegal substances and antibacterial resistance. Most 

questions were honest, and conceptual rather than factual.  

  

 

 

 

 DRUG 
DEVELOPMENT 

ZONE 

ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Registered students 167 282 

% of active students (used ASK, 
CHAT, VOTE or commented) 

87% 80% 

Questions asked 481 488 

Questions approved 198 217 

Answers given 468 429 

Comments 56 54 

Votes 212 219 

Lines of live chat  2,626 4,020 

Live chats 9 12 

Schools  3 6 

DRUG 
DEVELOPMENT 
ZONE 

PAGE 
VIEWS 

ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Total zone 13,411 16,052 

ASK page 1,060 1,091 

CHAT page 1,109 1,699 

VOTE page 1,049 968 

Number of page views during the event 

(plus 2 previous weeks) 

 

Key figures from I’m a Scientist June 2014 for the 
zone, and the average of all 17 zones 

Keywords from live chats in the zone (the size of the word represents its popularity)  

mailto:angela@gallomanor.com


01225 326892 | angela@gallomanor.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keyword Number 

of times 

Keyword Number 

of times 

opinion 45 personal 12 
medicine 43 treatment 12 
research 36 immune-system 12 

career 22 microbe 11 
disease 18 human 10 

work 17 ethical 10 
education 16 brain 10 

life 16 topic 10 
animal 12 preference 10 
future 12 gene 9 

Example questions 

“How does the placebo effect work?” 

“How close are we to most types of bacteria becoming immune to antibacterial?” 

“Will nano-bots be able to conquer the entire field of drug development in the future?” 

“what do you think about animal testing?” 

“What's your opinion on whether patenting of drugs should be restricted so that poorer countries can afford 

to provide treatment?” 

“Are any of the 'bad' drugs actually good for us in some way or rather?” 

Keywords of questions asked in the zone (zone theme is not used as a keyword) 
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http://drugdevj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/25/how-does-the-placebo-effect-work/
http://drugdevj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/19/how-close-are-we-to-most-types-of-bacteria-becoming-immune-to-antibacterial/
http://drugdevj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/17/will-nano-bots-be-able-to-conquer-the-entire-field-of-drug-development-in-the-future-do-you-think-programmers-and/
http://drugdevj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/19/my-mum-is-a-microbiologist-she-has-people-complain-about-testing-on-rats-what-do-you-think-about-animal-testing/
http://drugdevj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/24/whats-your-opinion-on-whether-patenting-of-drugs-should-be-restricted-so-that-poorer-countries-can-afford-to-provide/
http://drugdevj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/24/whats-your-opinion-on-whether-patenting-of-drugs-should-be-restricted-so-that-poorer-countries-can-afford-to-provide/
http://drugdevj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/23/are-any-of-the-bad-drugs-actually-good-for-us-in-some-way-or-rather/
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Examples of good engagement 

Both the students and scientists were highly engaged. Some of the students’ questions were inspired by things they 

had read outside the classroom, and the scientists answered questions promptly. Their answer to a student asking 

for careers advice showed particularly good engagement, as the scientists didn’t simply plug their own career path:  

 

“What kind of career would you suggest for someone considering pursuing science into university?” – 

maddyplows, student 

 

The scientists were also good at engaging some of the less focussed students: 

 

“do you know any good treatments for hayfever? it’s kinda urgent actually, I’ve been sniffing all day!” – 

tannedmanwithaplan, student 

 

“hayfever = macrophage activation. yum yum” – Anita Thomas, scientist 

 

“@tannedmanwithap lan do you know what's causing it. Maybe you could start some kind of research project 

and get back to us” – Amy Monaghan, scientist 

 

Scientist winner: Daryl Jones 

Daryl’s plans for the prize money: “If I win the money, I want to set up a competition where YOU 

get to tell me how YOU want to use the money in YOUR class for YOUR very own Science 

Experiment! You design your own experiment, and the winner will get the money to set up their 

very own test in their classroom. OR you can choose to use the money for your class to go on a 

daytrip, to the zoo for example! ” Read Daryl’s thank you message here. 

Student winner: maddyplows 

For great engagement during the event, maddyplows will receive a £20 WH Smith voucher and a certificate! 

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments made 

during the event… 

 

 

 

 

 

“i hope your work is progressing well and that you 
enjoyed talking to me as much as I to you! I just love 
science! this whole website is so helpfull and i have 
learned so much” – magicmidget, student 

“Our Y8 and Y12 really enjoyed the event this year. It 
had been a couple of years since we last ran it, and it 
injected moments of brilliance from our students in 
term 6, where we often end up just celebrating their 
sporting and musical talents.” – Michael Ibbs, teacher 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
“It was amazing chatting to you, some really good 
questions, definitely the best school so far!” – Amy 
Monaghan, scientist 

“I have thoroughly enjoyed the competition, getting 
to know some of you over a few chat sessions 
was amazing. You are truly great kids, and some of 
you older students are truly great almost-adults! 
You have bright futures.”– Daryl Jones, scientist 
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http://drugdevj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/27/what-kind-of-career-would-you-suggest-for-someone-considering-pursuing-science-into-university/
http://drugdevj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/07/04/thanks-from-your-winner-daryl/
http://drugdevj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/07/04/thanks-from-your-winner-daryl/
http://ecologyn13.imascientist.org.uk/profile/shootingstargazer/

