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Scientists’ activity 

Schools’ data at a glance 

 

June 2014  

9 schools registered students in the Extreme Energy Zone, which lead to lively CHAT sessions, particularly during the 

first week of the event.  There was a good balance of questions about space, the beginning of the universe, Physics 

theories and the day to day life and work of a scientist. The scientists in this zone were all very engaged, giving a high 

average of 2.5 answers per question.  
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Dave Jones 644 Winner 

Laurence 
Perreault 

698 2nd 

Greig 
Cowan 

455 3rd 

Aimee 
Hopper 

427 4th 

Chris 
Allton 

371 5th 
Chris Allton couldn’t take part in the zone due to work load 

during the event 
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Popular topics 

Popular topics in both the CHAT and ASK sections 

were the stars, the sun, time travel as well as space 

and the Universe as a whole.  

There was also room for quirky questions about Godzilla, and, as usual, students were also interested to learn about 

the scientists’ careers and daily routines at work. Another very popular topic was Lego, given Greig had posted 

pictures of different Lego representations of research equipment on his profile.  

 

  

 

 

 

 EXTREME 
ENERGY 

ZONE 

ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Registered students 344 282 

% of active students (used ASK, 
CHAT, VOTE or commented) 74% 80% 

Questions asked 522 488 

Questions approved 256 217 

Answers given 636 429 

Comments 79 54 

Votes 233 219 

Lines of live chat  4,606 4,020 

Live chats 14 12 

Schools  9 6 

EXTREME 
ENERGY ZONE 

PAGE 
VIEWS 

ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Total zone 17,206 16,052 

ASK page 1,068 1,091 

CHAT page 1,781 1,699 

VOTE page 1,001 968 

Number of page views during the event 

(plus 2 previous weeks) 

Key figures from I’m a Scientist June 2014 for the 
zone, and the average of all 17 zones 

Keywords from live chats in the zone (the size of the word represents its popularity)  
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Keyword Number of 

times 

Keyword Number of 

times 

work 33 sun 13 
career 30 human 12 

universe 22 star 11 
space 22 theory 11 

research 18 body 11 
animal 16 energy 10 

discovery 15 quirky 10 
preference 14 planet 9 

life 14 achievement 8 
technology 13 personal 8 

Example questions 

“Time travel is theoretically possible, but do you think it would work in real life?” 

“Could there ever be a parallel universe?” 

“if the fabric of the universe is expanding does that mean that the atoms within me are also getting 

further apart? if not why?” 

“Will Mars in your opinion be a suitable place for humans to live?” 

“Do you think the sun will destroy the world when it goes into supernova?” 

“Do you think that there is a limit to what we can find out about the world and how much we can 

improve technology and if so, what would happen to scientists after that?” 

Keywords of questions asked in the zone  
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http://energyj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/17/time-travel-is-theoretically-possible-but-do-you-think-it-would-work-in-real-life-and-if-so-would-we-be-able-to-come/
http://energyj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/17/could-there-ever-be-a-parallel-universe/
http://energyj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/18/if-the-fabric-of-the-universe-is-expanding-does-that-mean-that-the-atoms-within-me-are-also-getting-further-apart-if/
http://energyj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/18/if-the-fabric-of-the-universe-is-expanding-does-that-mean-that-the-atoms-within-me-are-also-getting-further-apart-if/
http://energyj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/19/will-mars-in-your-opinion-be-a-sutible-place-for-humans-to-live/
http://caesiumm14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/03/18/why-do-we-feel-dizzy-when-we-spin/
http://energyj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/23/do-you-think-that-there-is-a-limit-to-what-we-can-find-out-about-the-world-and-how-much-we-can-improve-technology-and/
http://energyj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/23/do-you-think-that-there-is-a-limit-to-what-we-can-find-out-about-the-world-and-how-much-we-can-improve-technology-and/
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Examples of good engagement 

All of the scientists had an enthusiastic and engaging tone, although Laurence was particularly notable as 

she had lots of photos on her profile and gave lengthy and elaborate answers. Here’s an example of a great 

topical conversation between a student and scientists: 

“we as a generation have been taught physics in a manner where we can pass exams first and foremost. do 

you think this is right or would you like to see the way young minds are educated changed and if so how?” – 

isaac4physics4eva, student 

“Wow, deep question. I think part of that is necessary. It's a way to make sure everyone gets the same level of 

education and to give teachers some structure (particularly important when a lot of physics teachers aren't 

physicist). But, yeah, it does lose something. I don't think you can get the same passion or depth of 

understanding from learning like that.” – Dave Jones, scientist 

“i don't agree with being taught just to pass exams, i think it's a terrible waste of intellect. i personally would 

try from a much younger age to encourage kids to get their hands on more demos, more experience, and just 

generally see more of the world at a younger age” – Aimee Hopper, scientist 

“@aimee i agree with you. i feel that we really do miss the true beauty of physics when all we do is read from 

text books” – isaac4physics4eva, student 

Scientist winner: Dave Jones 

Dave’s plans for the prize money: “UNAWE (EU Universe Awareness) do an amazing developing 

really cool ways to teach astronomy in schools.  My favourite of these is called the Universe in a 

Box, which is a box full of awesome little astronomy demonstrations that help to explain the 

Sun, the Solar System, the Earth, the Moon and the constellations.  These boxes are soon to be 

available for schools to buy, but one of the great things UNAWE does is to donate these boxes to 

schools that don’t have the money to buy them or schools in very poor areas.  £500 would be 

able to provide boxes for several of these schools, and help teach astronomy to hundreds of kids 

who otherwise wouldn’t have the chance!” Read Dave’s thank you message here. 

Student winner: onyeari 

For great engagement during the event, onyeari will receive a £20 WH Smith voucher and a certificate! 

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments made 

during the event… 

 

 

 

 

“Thank you for giving up your time to talk to us we 
really appreciate it!” – sassysix6, student 

“It is time for our students to go. Thanks so much for 
your time. They've really gained a lot from this chat 
and certainly enjoyed it!” – teacher 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Thanks everyone, it's been an amazing experience!” – 
Laurence Perreault, scientist 

“It was really brilliant to see so many great questions on so 
many different things.  In science, it is really easy to focus 
just on your own research and start to forget some of the 
other amazing things that are out there.” – Dave Jones, 
scientist 
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http://ecologyn13.imascientist.org.uk/profile/shootingstargazer/

