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Scientists’ activity 

Schools’ data at a glance 

  

June 2014  

The Genomics Zone had the highest percentage of active students, which made a lively zone in spite of having only 3 

schools taking part. 93% of the students registered asked or commented on a question, chatted with the scientists or 

voted for their favourite one. We try to allocate schools evenly, like putting both schools new and old to the project 

in each zone, to try an even out expected turnout. Sometimes this just doesn’t work, and we are working on ways to 

improve this. All the scientists in the zone were engaged with the event, answered student questions and chatted 

with them. As shown in the Wordle below, there was a huge focus on DNA and genes during the live chats, and a 

number of very interesting science based questions were asked, particularly during the first week.  
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Popular topics 

Live chats followed topics such as DNA and gene 

analysis as well as the scientists’ work and research.  

Students picked on Ditte’s research on hepatitis 

virus and Rebecca’s work on bacteria’s DNA. 

 

The questions in ASK section were generally of a scientific nature, again focusing on DNA and gene analysis and how 

they relate to diseases and viruses. There were also questions on some common topics such as space, dinosaurs and 

animal testing.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 GENOMICS 
ZONE 

ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Registered students 171 282 

% of active students (used ASK, 
CHAT, VOTE or commented) 93% 80% 

Questions asked 197 488 

Questions approved 91 217 

Answers given 185 429 

Comments 41 54 

Votes 161 219 

Lines of live chat  2,563 4,020 

Live chats 8 12 

Schools  3 6 

GENOMICS ZONE PAGE 
VIEWS 

ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Total zone 8,189 16,052 

ASK page 632 1,091 

CHAT page 893 1,699 

VOTE page 312 968 

Number of page views during the event 

(plus 2 previous weeks) 

 

Key figures from I’m a Scientist June 2014 for the 
zone, and the average of all 17 zones 

Keywords from live chats in the zone (the size of the word represents its popularity)  
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Keyword Number of times Keyword Number of times 

work 17 preference 4 

DNA 13 personal 4 

animal 11 universe 4 

gene 10 vote 4 

virus 5 dinosaur 3 

win 5 organism 3 

body 4 quirky 3 

research 4 computer 3 

    

  

Example questions 

“What are some of the techniques that you use, to determine the gene codes of the hepatitis C. virus?” 

“when bones brake, does the DNA continue to move around that area or does it avoid that area because the 

bone is broken????” 

“what type of virus mutates so frequently that you need a vaccination for it every year?” 

“can you please send me the link for the extracting dna from strsawberries?” 

“What is PCR?” 

“What is genetic testing?” 

Keywords of questions asked in the zone (the zone topic is not used as a keyword) 
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Examples of good engagement 

All of the scientists had an enthusiastic and appealing tone, even using humour to engage with the students:  

“@heatherritchie whats the strangest thing you have seen at sea?” – ellyellie432, student 

“@jellyellie432 Now that is a tough one! My hair gets pretty strange at sea with the salt water does that 

count? haha. We once filmed an eel we had never seen before and instead of biting it opened it's mouth, 

clamped itself onto the bait and used its tail to screw itself inside the bait! Also the supergiant amphipods are 

always cool to see!” – Heather Ritchie, scientist 

Students followed up on information and suggestions given by the scientists, and as a result, live chats linked up with 

questions in ASK:  

“can you please send me the link for the extracting dna from strsawberries because im not allowed on that 

sight at school” – jxliawilken, student 
 

Scientist winner: Ditte Hedegaard 

Ditte’s plans for the prize money: “I would like to donate half of the money to TASTE (The African 

Science Truck Experience) and the other half to set-up a mobile virus lab, which can be used for 

demonstrating virus research at schools, science festivals and university open days.” Read Ditte’s 

thank you message here. 

Student winner: taffy123 

For great engagement during the event, taffy123 will receive a £20 WH Smith voucher and a certificate! 

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments made 

during the event… 

 

 

 

 

 

“the more questions are asked and answered, 
the more I think about joining you guys as a 
scientist” – whatisinmypocket, student 

“I think this is definitely very good as students 
can communicate directly with scientists about 
detailed topics. I can't imagine a 
better way of giving school students an idea of 
what scientists do.” – teacher 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
“The students were a lot of fun and some of the 
questions they had were really insightful and clever. 
Was really happy to help answer them.” – scientist 

“Wow, this has truly been an amazing experience and I 
feel honoured that you have chosen me as the winner of 
the Genomics Zone.”– Ditte Hedegaard, scientist 
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