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School data at a glance 

 

 

 

March 2015 

The Immune System Zone featured scientists who researched how the body defends itself and the organisms that 

attack it. The Zone was one of the busiest during March, in which 699 questions were submitted and 373 were 

approved, both the highest number out of the March zones. It was also the most focused zone, and the students 

were really interested in what the scientists could tell them about their research and their daily lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

Scientist  
Profile 

views 
Position 

Carmen Denman 908 Winner 

Stephanie Dyson 975 2nd 

Laura Garcia Ibanez 824 3rd 

Noel Carter 713 4th 

Daniel Vipond 569 5th 

Scientists activity 

35% 

19% 
15% 

31% 

Answers 

26% 

27% 
22% 

25% 

Lines of live chat 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Active Users

Questions Approved

Lines of Live Chat

Comments

St. Paul's School King Edwards School
Westcliff High for Boys Newstead Wood School
Nottingham High School Grangemouth High
MidKent College Gairloch High School
The City Academy, Hackney Impington Village College
Howell's School, Llandaff Moulton School and Science College
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Popular topics 

Popular topics in the ask section were cancer, 

vaccines, how the immune system works and 

about particular cell types. There were quite a 

few questions about how the scientists do their 

research – asking for example how you work 

with or make vaccines. These show the students 

were engaged with the live chat and had looked 

closely at the scientists’ profiles. The students also asked some very specific questions about the immune system, 

bacteriology, and the scientist’s research. It could be seen that the students had a really keen interest in this topic, 

and some quite in depth discussions happened in both ASK and the live chats. 

 

Ebola regularly came up in both the questions and the live chat, as might be expected given its coverage in recent 

media. Other popular topics included vaccines, cancer and bacteria. Although there were ASK questions about organ 

transplant, it featured less in the live chats.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 IMMUNE 

SYSTEM ZONE 

MARCH 

‘15 ZONES 

AVERAGE 

IAS  
AVERAGE 

Students 407 383 338 

% of students active in 
ASK, CHAT or VOTE 88% 87% 83% 

Questions asked 699 496 713 

Questions approved 373 238 297 

Answers given 589 495 540 

Comments 36 45 86 

Votes 370 299 270 

Lines of live chat  5,245 5,467 4,437 

Live chats 18 17 13 

Average lines of live 
chat 291 331 335 

Schools 
12 10 8 

PAGE VIEWS IMMUNE 

SYSTEM 

ZONE 

MARCH ‘15 

ZONES 

AVERAGE 

Total zone 21,184 36,564 

ASK page 2,145 2,481 

CHAT page 2,298 4,878 

VOTE page 1,510 2,422 

Key figures from the Immune System Zone, and the 
average of the March zones 

 

Keywords from live chats in the zone, size of the word represents its popularity 
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Example Questions 

(click for links) 

  

”What are 

leukocytes and 

where are they 

produce and stored 

in the body?” 

  

“Why doesn’t a long 

lasting vaccine 

against common 

colds exist yet?” 

 

”Do plants have 

immune 

systems?!” 

”How does the body 

make antibodies to 

attack a 

virus/bacteria it has 

never seen before?” 

“How the bacteria 

and cells in our 

immune system keep 

us healthy?” 

 

”How would Rh 
immune globulin 
help a Rh negative 
pregnant woman? 
Why?” 

”Are all germs bad?? 

Or are there any 

germ good for your 

body” 

”Why does our 

immune system 

attack the 

transplanted 

organs?” 

“What is the 

difference between 

a virus and a 

bacteria?” 

“How does ebola 

affect the body?” 

”What foods boost 

immunity?” 

“When we are baby’s 

do we have the same 

immune system as 

when we are adult’s? 

“ 

“Do bacteria have 

immune systems?” 
”Will ebola ever 
be cured?” 

”How do you 

investigate viruses 

to make vaccines of 

them?” 

”Why are some 
people more immune 
than others to 
disease and 
infection? How do we 
develop immunity?” 

Keywords of questions asked in the zone, length of bar represents frequency of use 
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Examples of good engagement 

Steph, Carmen, Laura and Noel were all great in the live chats. They were often able to keep the students engaged in 

conversations. 

 

“Why do we have tonsils?” – Student  
 
“We have tonsils because they act as a place for cells to divide and produce antibodies to fight infections in the throat 
or mouth area. When they swell up during infection that is because the number of cells in there are increasing so 
much that you can actually see it!!” – Steph, scientist 
 
“Does that mean if we have our tonsils removed our cells have less space to divide and produce more antibodies” – 
Student 
 
“If we get our tonsils removed do we have a weaker immune system?” – Student 
 
“In theory yes you should but the body is very good at knowing where to send cells to fight infection. If you put the 

kind of cells that would normally go to the tonsils in a lymph node somewhere else in the body they will still go back 

to the mouth/throat to fight infection because they somehow just know where to go. It is all to do with chemicals I 

think so the cells look for certain chemicals that are produced in the areas where they come from and therefore go 

back to those areas” Steph, scientist 

 

Scientist winner: Carmen Denman 

Carmen’s plans for the prize money: “Working in the lab and hanging out with folks who are 
super brainy and serious about their work is wonderfully stimulating – but it is an invigorating 
and refreshing break to get to participate in science outreach and share my enthusiasm about my 
research with young people. I am an active STEM ambassador in London and would use any 
money to fund trips and activities to London area schools to spread the science. Who knows, vote 
for me and I might turn up at YOUR school ready to talk about how cool science is.” 

Read Carmen’s thank you message. 

Student winner: Eleanor 

For great engagement during the event, this student will receive a gift voucher and a certificate.  

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments made 

during the event… 

  “Thank you so much for the replies! They 

have really helped me to understand 

different topics.” – Bethan, student  

“It was exciting this chat😄” – Erik, student  
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