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Health Zone, March 2013 

This report has been compiled by the I’m a 

Scientist team as a summary, containing 

moderator observations and our web data, to provide some meaningful information on the zone.  

The Health Zone was quieter than many of the other zones - there weren’t many chat bookings and very few 

new questions were submitted in the second week. Despite this, chats and questions were mostly on topic 

and there were some really good questions asked.   

 

 

 

Popular topics 

The most popular topics in the live chats were cancer and its inheritance, asthma, weight loss and tissue 

engineering. Questions asked outside of the live chats covered the causes and control of asthma, relating to 

Stef’s research, and further questions on Jen’s tissue engineering research. Animal testing was another 

popular topic, with students asking why animals are tested on, how this process works and which animals are 

used. Mel gave particularly good answers as she specifically works with mice in her research. There were lots 

of questions on healthy living, including healthy eating and the dangers of smoking, alcohol and drugs. A good 

proportion of questions related to illnesses in general. 

Zone page Page 
views 

Total zone 11,142 

ASK page 932 

CHAT page 920 

VOTE page 643 

Stefan Piatek 416 

Phil Rice 260 

Melissa Brereton 340 

Jill Magee 274 

Jennifer Paxton 443 

 Zone Zones 
average 

Whole 
event 

Registered students 190 339 3,731 

% of active students (used ASK, 
CHAT, VOTE or commented) 

89% 89% - 

Questions asked 514 846 9,307 

Questions approved 258 356 3,921 

Answers given 534 669 7,357 

Comments 79 109 1,198 

Votes 169 296 3,255 

Live chats 15 16 179 

Lines of live chat 2,647 5,088 55,971 

Schools  8 9 97 

Sample questions 

If you ate a lot of food with iron in it like broccoli, would you become magnetic? 

Why do people have pig hearts and not apes because we evolve from apes? 

Is it possible for a human to pass an illness to an animal? 

How can processed meat influence an earlier death? 

Could we take cells of animals and transfer them to ill or sick people? 

How will the population increase affect our health in the future? 

Is there a different reason for one lung being smaller than the other except for because there needs to be 

space for the heart? 

How does reproduction work with animals? 

Number of page views in the 3 weeks 

surrounding the event 

 

Key figures from I’m a Scientist March 2013 for the zone, the 

average of all 11 zones, and the whole event 

http://healthm13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/03/18/if-you-ate-a-lot-of-food-with-iron-in-it-like-broccoli-would-you-become-magnetic/
http://healthm13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/03/21/why-do-people-have-pig-hearts-and-not-apes-because-we-evolve-from-apes/
http://healthm13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/03/12/is-it-possible-for-a-human-to-pass-an-illness-to-a-animal/
http://healthm13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/03/09/how-can-processed-meat-influence-an-earlier-death/
http://healthm13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/03/06/could-we-take-cells-of-animals-and-transfer-them-to-ill-or-sick-people/
http://healthm13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/03/17/how-will-the-population-increase-effect-our-health-in-the-future/
http://healthm13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/03/21/in-a-lung-is-there-a-different-reason-for-one-lung-being-smaller-than-the-other-except-for-because-there-needs-to-be/
http://healthm13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/03/21/in-a-lung-is-there-a-different-reason-for-one-lung-being-smaller-than-the-other-except-for-because-there-needs-to-be/
http://healthm13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/03/18/how-does-reproduction-work-with-animals/
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Examples of good engagement 

Jen and Stefan were most consistent in writing detailed answers and complimenting students on asking 

questions, as can be seen from the iron and heart questions listed above. 

 

Jen found herself the only scientist in chats for a couple of days but managed to keep up really well. Generally 

there were just one or two scientists in the chat room at a time, occasionally three. However the scientists 

engaged well with the students, often supporting each other’s answers: stefanpiatek : @karenmegaga - 

brilliant question. The hardest thing from my understanding is getting the tissue shape of the lungs - I would 

ask Jen because that's her field! jenniferpaxton : @karenmegaga ahh this is a great question. that is the long 

term plan in tissue engineering, yes, but it is very complicated. Stefan is right, it is hard to get the tissue to 

form the right shape, and also grown blood vessels into it to stop the tissue dying! jenniferpaxton : haha great 

question @littleellie13!! ! and brilliant answer @jillmageex 

 

Keywords of questions asked in the zone (the size of the word represents its popularity; the number indicates 

the number of times it was tagged as a keyword) 

Keywords from live chats in the zone (the size of the word represents its popularity)  
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There were some good responses from students who seemed pleased to have had their questions answered: 

chelsbeckk : @melissabereton that is such a lovely thing to be doing i would like to enjoy that experiment with 

you; sebisepic : wow sooooooo amazing!!! Lol; martha : Wow you guys know a lot!!!!!    

 

Scientist winner: Jen Paxton 

Jen’s plans for the prize money: “I’ve decided to design and print posters about Tissue 

Engineering that I will send to all the schools that took part in the event. I’d also really like 

to visit some schools in the near future so that I can talk a bit more about my work…. so 

maybe I could hand-deliver the posters!” 

Student winner: sebisepic 

For asking lots of interesting and varied questions, sebisepic will receives a £20 WHSmith voucher and a 

certificate.  

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments 

made during the event… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The live chats were brilliant and I couldn't believe how interested and engaged the pupils were.” - teacher 

“Many congratulations for such a great event! I'm so pleased to have been voted winner of the health zone!! I 

had such a great couple of weeks- I'm sad it's all over!” – Jen Paxton, scientist 

“The students were really excited that a real scientist was answering their questions online.” – teacher 

 “Thank you for your time on behalf of all of us, it has been very interesting!” – nicoleforrester, student 

 “The students benefited from the time spent on the task and that it helped to inspire them further.” – teacher  

 

 

 


