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Palladium Zone,  

March 2013 

This report has been compiled by the I’m a Scientist team as a summary, containing moderator observations 

and our web data, to provide some meaningful information on the zone.  

The Palladium Zone received a steady flow of questions outside of the live chats, while more live chats took 

place in the first week.  

 

 

Popular topics 

One very popular topic in the live chats was Niall’s frogs, with questions ranging from what’s your favourite 

frog? to when do frogs mate? Niall was asked a few times about how his work on frogs could be transferable 

to humans: jesspartington: @niallcrawford Do you think we could adapt the frogs stick hands and feet and 

make something so humans could climb up walls? Students who had read Emma’s profile were preoccupied 

with her work using excrement, often asking why do you work with poo and wee? 

 

Questions outside of the live chats varied wildly, spanning everything from space to the human body. Popular 

topics were again frogs: palladiumm13.imascientist.org.uk/q-keyword/frog/ and human waste: 

palladiumm13.imascientist.org.uk/q-keyword/waste/. Animal testing came up a few times, along with some 

psychological questions. 

 

Zone page Page 
views 

Total zone 22,102 

ASK page 2,322 

CHAT page 1,793 

VOTE page 915 

Simon Park 543 

Niall Crawford 741 

James Holloway 817 

Janet Daly 450 

Emma Ashley 765 

 Zone Zones 
average 

Whole 
event 

Registered students 350 339 3,731 

% of active students (used ASK, 
CHAT, VOTE or commented) 

87% 89% - 

Questions asked 1,089 846 9,307 

Questions approved 574 356 3,921 

Answers given 1,044 669 7,357 

Comments 115 109 1,198 

Votes 266 296 3,255 

Live chats 15 16 179 

Lines of live chat 5,166 5,088 55,971 

Schools  9 9 97 

Sample questions 

Could you edit my taste buds so I couldn’t like peas? 

Is it possible to develop a medicine that evolves with the virus? 

If we learn from our mistakes, why are we always so afraid to make a mistake? 

How do you think that evolution explains Michael Behe's theory of irreducible complexity? 

What is your view on how the world began? Religion or science? 

How big is the solar system? 

Can you please give me the best way to memorise physics? 

Number of page views in the 3 weeks 

surrounding the event 

 

Key figures from I’m a Scientist March 2013 for the zone, the 

average of all 11 zones, and the whole event 

http://palladiumm13.imascientist.org.uk/q-keyword/frog/
http://palladiumm13.imascientist.org.uk/q-keyword/waste/
http://palladiumm13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/03/18/could-you-edit-my-tastebuds-so-i-couldnt-like-peas/
http://palladiumm13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/03/13/is-it-possible-to-develope-a-medicine-that-evolves-with-the-virus/
http://palladiumm13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/03/21/if-we-learn-from-our-mistakes-why-are-we-always-so-afraid-to-make-a-mistake/
http://palladiumm13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/03/13/how-do-you-think-that-evolution-explians-michael-behes-theory-of-irriducible-complexity/
http://palladiumm13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/03/13/what-is-your-view-on-how-the-world-began-religion-or-science/
http://palladiumm13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/03/20/how-big-is-the-solar-system/
http://palladiumm13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/03/18/can-you-please-give-me-the-best-way-to-memorise-physics-its-the-hardest-topic-to-revise-on-especially-all-the/
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Examples of good engagement 

There was some great engagement in this zone, with students often starting up separate conversations with 

individual scientists during chats. With such a range of research areas, students frequently focussed on one 

research area and directed questions to a particular scientist. 

 

There were also some interesting questions and additional comments in Ask, for example in response to a 

question on evolution and irreducible complexity. In fact science versus religion seemed to be a popular topic 

which prompted some great answers and engagement.  

 

James updated an answer based on current news (see how big is the solar system in the sample questions 

above), students were pleased with some revision advice, and the scientists were happy to answer less 

serious questions too, such as do you like goats? and can you make a pig fly?      

 

  

In the whole entire world, what is your favourite thing or person? 

Keywords of questions asked in the zone (the size of the word represents its popularity; the number indicates 

the number of times it was tagged as a keyword) 

Keywords from live chats in the zone (the size of the word represents its popularity)  

http://palladiumm13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/03/18/in-the-whole-entire-world-what-is-your-favourite-thing-or-person/
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Scientist winner: Jimmy Holloway  

Jimmy’s plans for the prize money: “I'm quite excited about using the money to build 

lots of mini-experiments that I can take to schools for the students to play with, explore 

and figure out. Hopefully it will stimulate curiosity and get people asking 'how does that 

happen?' and inspire them to go on and find out why things are the way they are.” 

Student winner: umera 

For a fantastic attitude in a live chat, engaging with the scientists and asking them a wide range of questions, 

umera will receive a £20 WHSmith voucher and a certificate.  

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments 

made during the event… 

 

 

 

 

 

“Wow well that was really good fun! I’m back to my normal work and feel somehow that I’m missing out on fast 

paced chat rooms and quirky questions. I really enjoyed taking part, getting to know the students and learning a 

bit along the way.” – Jimmy Holloway, scientist 

“goodbye fellow beings, I will miss you greatly, please have a wondrful life” – connorhiggins, student 

“THANKS JAMES YOUVE INSPIRED ME AND OPENED MY EYES TO THE WORLD AROUND ME, THANK YOU” – 

chloloz123, student 

“I'm a scientist is brilliant - when we did it last year the children loved it and TWO of the scientists came to visit 

us. Thank you so much for organising and running it and please, please keep it going!” – Tom Holloway, Westfield 

Primary School, teacher 

 

“thanks for the opportunity to do this, it's been great fun.” – Niall Crawford, scientist 


