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Antimony Zone, June 2013 

This report has been compiled by the I’m a 

Scientist team as a summary, containing 

moderator observations and our web data, to provide some meaningful information on the zone.  

The Antimony Zone was generally quite quiet, with 6 live chats in the first week and just 4 in the second week. 

There were few Ask questions at first, however this did pick up later on, leading to a good number of 

questions asked outside of the chats overall. 

After noticing it was a quiet zone, we signed up a few extra teachers and this seemed to lead to more 

questions in Ask. We also encourage teachers in the zone to book extra chats in the second week; however 

there wasn’t much uptake on this.   

 

 

Popular topics 

Popular topics were similar in both the questions and the live chats. There were lots of generic questions on 

career choices and the scientists’ own work and career paths, along with many questions on the scientists’ 

personal interests and preferences - ‘do you like science?’ ‘what’s the best thing about your job?’ etc. were 

common. There were also a number of basic science questions such as ‘why is the sky blue?’ 

In the live chats in particular there were quite a few questions on future technology and discoveries and 

inventions. Abstract and unusual questions were popular in Ask, e.g. the purple sun, penguin knees and 

human wings questions below. 

Despite many general questions there were also lots of more specific questions for the individual scientists. 

Relating to each of their research areas, students asked Rick and Colin about lasers, there were questions on 

sugar for Charlotte, and Becki’s experimental archaeology work was very popular. 

Zone page Page 
views 

Total zone 17,160 

ASK page 1,527 

CHAT page 2,042 

VOTE page 1,289 

Rick Smith 538 

Rebecca Scott 810 

Colin Swift 455 

Charlotte Dalton 514 

Catherine Fontinelle 342 

 Zone Zones 
average 

Whole 
event 

Registered students 345 372 6,697 

% of active students (used ASK, 
CHAT, VOTE or commented) 

87% 83% - 

Questions asked 709 963 17,337 

Questions approved 261 309 5,558 

Answers given 617 533 9,597 

Comments 66 73 1,306 

Votes 280 276 4,962 

Live chats 10 13 240 

Lines of live chat 3,711 4,735 85,225 

Schools  8 8 138 

Sample questions 

If humans had wings how do you think it would affect our scientific views? 

If the sun was purple, what would be in it? 

Do penguins have knees? 

Number of page views in the 3 weeks 

surrounding the event 

 

Key figures from I’m a Scientist June 2013 for the zone, the average 

of all 18 zones, and the whole event 

http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/24/if-humans-had-wings-how-do-you-think-it-would-afect-our-scientific-views/
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/20/if-the-sun-was-purple-what-would-be-in-it/
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/27/do-penguins-have-knees/
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Examples of good engagement 

Students often asked the scientists for career and life advice, and the scientists gave some nice answers: 

11devaneym: Is there anything you would reccomend me to do in my life? 
charlottedalton: be yourself   
11devaneym: When is it too late to get your head down and study science,so you can get a job in 
science later on in life? 
ricksmith: great question, and I have to say never. I didn't start off in science, I was training as a sound 

engineer before I realised I needed to be a scientist. Some of the best scientists I know didn't get into 

science until they had tried some other things 

What is the biological basis of consciousness? 

Are lasers dangerous? 

Can the sugar molecules also be used to cure malnutrition in starving countries? 

Have you ever made an invention? 

Keywords of questions asked in the zone (the size of the word represents its popularity; the number indicates 

the number of times it was tagged as a keyword) 

Keywords from live chats in the zone (the size of the word represents its popularity)  

age4 alternative career3 animal8 belief4 biology3 body8 cancer8 career24 career 

choice5 cure5 discovery4 disease6 education10 enjoy5 evolution3 experiment6 favourite17 food3 

future9 genetics4 human4 invention5 job7 laser12 life4 money4 music7 

personal25 physics3 planet3 preference28 research8 

school5 science10 scientist5 space7 subject5 sun3 travel4 tv4 universe5 

vote8 win8 work39 world6 

http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/15/what-is-the-biological-basis-of-consciousness/
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/28/are-lasers-dangerous/
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/18/can-the-sugar-molecules-also-be-used-to-cure-malnutrition-in-starving-countries/
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/19/have-you-ever-made-an-invention/
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=12236
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=46622
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6669
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=13057
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=35
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=8253
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6671
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6702
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=95312
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=95312
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6670
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6986
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6066
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=18654
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=10121
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4574
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4570
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=9871
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=10438
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=9877
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6045
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6685
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6653
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6726
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6751
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4661
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=18
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6613
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=15986
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=37
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6741
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=83729
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=5343
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6708
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=596
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=20
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=592
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=11787
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4600
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6680
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6675
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4603
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6615
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=9848
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=593
http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=11304
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There was some great engagement and really positive feedback from the students. Lots of them seemed 

really interested in the scientists’ own research: 

sselva: @interesting job rebecca 

scienceyfish1: that sounds amazing colin 

piratepete: This is pretty darned neato. 

dirmyr1: @rebeccascott thanks, sounds very cool! 

jamietehdinosaur: ohhhhhh is it intresting 

spoderman1: seems fun @rebeccascott 

 

Despite being quiet there were some really good chats and students who really made the most out of the 

chance to speak to scientists. The scientists seemed to enjoy the experience and would have liked to have 

taken part in more live chats. 

 

Scientist winner: Becki Scott 

Becki’s plans for the prize money: “I plan to create an Archaeometry game. The idea is 

that players are given different archaeological artefacts to ‘analyse’. You will have a 

choice of techniques that you can use, but there will be limitations. I think one of the best 

ways to learn about science is to have a go. This way, you get a chance to make some of 

the decisions that an archaeometrist faces every day. Also, you can have fun doing it, and 

everyone can join in.” Read Becki’s thank you message here. 

Student winner: dirmyr1 

For being active and polite in live chats, dirmyr1 will receive a £20 WH Smith voucher and a certificate.  

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments 

made during the event… 

 

 

 

 

“thank you all you scientists you have inspired me a lot!” – spoderman1, student  

“Thanks so much again scientists! They've really enjoyed it, I feel that you may have some questions in your 

inbox from the Ask button! They've loved it!” – macgregor, teacher 

“thanks you for your time, it was very inspirational :’)” – bossmangreen, student 

“very hectic, and more fun than I had imagined I have to say” – Rick Smith, scientist 

“thanks I learnt loads” – piglet96, student 

“thank you for this great chat!” – kellielovesjam, student 

“I know I had a lot of fun trying to answer all your questions and I bet all the other scientists did too. You really 

kept us on our toes with your interesting, thoughtful and sometimes down-right bonkers questions.”  – Becki 

Scott, scientist 

http://antimonyj13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/07/08/thank-you-from-your-winner-becki/

