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Cells Zone, June 2013 

This report has been compiled by the I’m a Scientist 

team as a summary, containing moderator 

observations and our web data, to provide some meaningful information on the zone.  

The Cells Zone was busy from the start, with students asking lots of questions, many of which were cell-

related. The number of questions coming through decreased later on in the event, but questions became 

more in-depth and complex. Live chats were entertaining; with students keen to check the scientists’ work 

was ethically sound.  

 

 

Popular topics 

Cell death and cell communication were major themes in live chats, with students keen to find out how and 

why cells die and communicate. Students were also very interested in how scientist Jasmine was using dog 

cells and whether or not their use is ethical. Cancer came up a lot in live chats, with students particularly keen 

to find out if the scientists might find a cure soon. 

Cell death was again a big theme in the questions. Students asked questions such as ‘What is the purpose of 

the death of cells?’ ‘How do cells get eaten by other cells?’ and ‘How do you tell if a cell is dying?’. Most of 

these questions were directed at scientist Andrew who studies cell death (he was asked ‘Why does cell death 

fascinate you?’). Students were also interested in the scientists’ individual research and what impact their 

research will have. For instance whether Helen’s research will improve our understanding of nerves, whether 

Andrew’s work will lead to a cure for cardiovascular disease, and whether Jasmine’s research will benefit 

other animals as well as dogs. There was a lot of interest in cancer, relating to both Mario’s and Alexis’ work. 

Zone page Page 
views 

Total zone 15,654 

ASK page 1,090 

CHAT page 1,327 

VOTE page 1,088 

Mario Ruiz 771 

Jasmine Penny 731 

Helen Tunbridge 409 

Andrew Devitt 588 

Alexis Barr 448 

 Zone Zones 
average 

Whole 
event 

Registered students 313 372 6,697 

% of active students (used ASK, 
CHAT, VOTE or commented) 

89% 83% - 

Questions asked 953 963 17,337 

Questions approved 268 309 5,558 

Answers given 485 533 9,597 

Comments 43 73 1,306 

Votes 226 276 4,962 

Live chats 13 13 240 

Lines of live chat 3,584 4,735 85,225 

Schools  6 8 138 

Sample questions 

Who discovered cells and how did he do it? 

Does everyone have the same amount of cells in their body? 

If cancer is a system in animals’ bodies 'going wrong' why haven't we developed a resistance? 

What causes cells to change appearance and colour and why and how are the cells chloroplasts and nuclei 

affected? 

Number of page views in the 3 weeks 

surrounding the event 

 

Key figures from I’m a Scientist June 2013 for the zone, the average 

of all 18 zones, and the whole event 

http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/19/what-is-the-purpose-of-the-death-of-cells/
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/19/what-is-the-purpose-of-the-death-of-cells/
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/24/how-do-cells-get-eaten-by-other-cells/
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/17/how-do-you-tell-if-a-cell-is-dying/
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/19/how-does-cell-death-facinate-you/
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/19/how-does-cell-death-facinate-you/
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/20/who-discovered-cells-and-how-did-he-do-it/
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/20/does-everyone-have-the-same-amount-of-cells-in-their-body/
file:///C:/Users/Hannah/Desktop/June%202013%20Zone%20Reports/If%20cancer%20is%20a%20system%20in%20animals%20bodies%20'going%20wrong'%20why%20haven't%20we%20developed%20a%20resistance%3f
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/19/what-causes-cells-to-change-appearance-and-colour-and-why-and-how-are-the-cells-chloroplasts-and-nuclei-affected/
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/19/what-causes-cells-to-change-appearance-and-colour-and-why-and-how-are-the-cells-chloroplasts-and-nuclei-affected/
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How many times would a cell usually divide until it stops or does it stop? 

Can cells be controlled to help people? 

Do you think that we will ACTUALLY be able to use woolly mammoth DNA to bring them back from 

extinction? If so, where will they live and? 

Keywords of questions asked in the zone (the size of the word represents its popularity; the number indicates 

the number of times it was tagged as a keyword) 

Keywords from live chats in the zone (the size of the word represents its popularity)  

animal10 behaviour3 big bang3 blood4 body4 brain3 cancer18 cancer 

cell10 career7 celebrity 3 cell20 cell communication4 cell death22 cell 

division11 colour5 death3 discovery6 

disease9 dog4 earth4 education5 evolution3 experiment5 favourite5 

food4 hair3 health4 history3 human5 immunology7 joint disease4 life5 medicine3 memory 3 

personal14 research17 school3 

science6 scientist9 size4 space6 subject3 treatment5 universe3 work12 

http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/18/how-many-times-would-a-cell-usually-divideuntil-it-stops-or-does-it-stop/
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/18/can-cells-be-controlled-to-help-people/
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/18/do-you-think-that-we-will-actually-be-able-to-use-woolly-mammoth-dna-to-bring-them-back-from-extinction-if-so-where/
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/18/do-you-think-that-we-will-actually-be-able-to-use-woolly-mammoth-dna-to-bring-them-back-from-extinction-if-so-where/
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6669
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=15685
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=8293
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4670
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=8253
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=9761
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6671
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=45227
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=45227
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6702
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=10996
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4573
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=100020
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=79913
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=83480
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=83480
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=9710
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=8266
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6986
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6066
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6719
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4602
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=18654
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4574
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4570
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=9871
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=10438
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6636
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6598
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=17400
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6685
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=45228
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=100083
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4661
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6065
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=18646
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=15986
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=5343
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6708
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=596
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=20
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=13271
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=592
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=11787
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6725
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4603
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=593
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Examples of good engagement 

In live chats scientists often talked about issues in science, for example gender balance: 

princessfifi: are there more men than women scientists? 

jasminepenny: We were just chatting about this before you arrived. The higher up you go the more 

men there are but things are changing now… 

 

Scientists were also able to answer questions by thinking creatively about their subject: ‘Can cancer cells be 

identified as male or female based on the fact they can reproduce?’ 

And despite being outside of their specialist area, the scientists were able to answer space questions, 

including ‘how far does a telescope go?’ and ‘how could the surface of Earth be normal when the core is hot?’ 

 

Scientist winner: Mario Ruiz 

Mario’s plans for the prize money: “I will set up a Science club for schools, with workshops 

in which students can play and learn using scientific experiments.” Read Mario’s thank 

you message here. 

Student winner: pranay900 

For asking lots of good questions, pranay900 will receive a £20 WH Smith voucher and a certificate.  

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments 

made during the event… 

 

 

 

 

“Thank you so much for answering our questions!! We all really appreciate It” – 10fortunem, student  

“I've just finished my first chat, it was GREAT! Very hard to keep the pace with all the kids firing 

questions at once!” – Mario Ruiz, scientist 

“that is amaze balls I did not know that” – storm002, student 

“I'll be needing a holiday by the end of this. Lots of great question....lots and lots and lots” – Andrew 

Devitt, scientist 

 “Thank you all you scientists you have inspired me a lot!” – spoderman1, student 

“We have learned so much thank you <3” – mazzasayshowjumper, student 

 

http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/19/can-cancer-cells-be-identifiable-as-male-or-female-based-on-the-fact-that-they-can-reproduce/
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/06/19/can-cancer-cells-be-identifiable-as-male-or-female-based-on-the-fact-that-they-can-reproduce/
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/07/04/thank-you-from-your-winner-mario/
http://cellsj13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/07/04/thank-you-from-your-winner-mario/

