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November 2013  

This report has been compiled by the I’m a Scientist team as a summary, containing moderator observations and our 
web data, to provide some meaningful information on the zone.  

The Genes Zone was one of the most active zones of I’m a Scientist November 2013. Teachers booked a lot of chats 
that got students highly engage and the ASK section got filled up with a wide range of questions – from very personal 
to very focused ones asking about genetic diseases, like certain types of cancer- reflecting the variety of students 
participating in this zone.  
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Popular topics 

In both the live chats and the ASK questions there were a lot of questions about what lead scientists to choose their 
careers, e.g. “what inspire you to be a scientist”, “ do you like your job? “, rather than questions specifically about 
genes. There was a lot of interest in Vicky’s work and personal story: she is researching leukaemia, which she 
suffered when she was a child. Other common topics of discussion related to the research undertaken by individual 
scientists, such as Atlantic salmon or inflammation. 

Other popular topics included genetically modified animals, eg. the ones that glow in the dark, and gene therapy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ZONE ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Registered students 391 281 

% of active students (used ASK, 
CHAT, VOTE or commented) 

83%   85% 

Questions asked 550 438 

Questions approved 251 169 

Answers given 504 380 

Comments 48 64 

Votes 213 205 

Live chats 19 13 

Lines of live chat 5,883    4,403 

Schools  5 7 

ZONE PAGE PAGE 
VIEWS 

ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Total zone 21,811 16,397 

ASK page 1,288 953 

CHAT page 2,602 1,760 

VOTE page 865 872 

Number of page views during the event 

(plus previous and following weeks) 

 

Key figures from I’m a Scientist November 2013 for the zone, the 

average of all 7 zones, and the whole event 

 

Keywords from live chats in the zone (the size of the word represents its popularity)  
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Sample questions 

Why do brothers not have similar thinking when they are brought up in the same place? 

Why do we have earlobes? 

What is the difference between genotype and phenotype? 

 What is the percentage of having a baby a boy or girl ? is it possible to have a girl and boy twins? 

Do you think humans will evolve and re-enter water? 

 Why do babies eye and hair colors change as they grow older? 

 If you took the genes out of a grown man, would it cure cancer? 

What causes cancer? 

animal3 atoms2 baby2 cancer12 

cancercure8 change2 creation2 

discovery5 drought4 eyes2 

favourite8 fish2  future3 genes3 

glow3 important6 inflamation4 

interesting3  life3  mars2 modify2 money5 

plants12 reaction2salmon7  

 science6 

scientist 
life16 snowstar2  twins2 why3  world3 

 zombie2 

SCIENCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total 153 

CAREER 

inspiration3school9 

subject3  work3 

Total 18 

 

PERSONAL /OTHER 

enjoy3football2  joke3 like5 

 Total 13 

1 

Keywords of questions asked in the zone (the size of the words represents its popularity) 

http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/11/13/why-do-brothers-not-have-similar-thinking-when-they-are-brought-up-in-the-same-place/
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/11/20/why-do-we-have-earlobes/
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/11/22/what-is-the-difference-between-genotype-and-phenotype/
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/11/22/what-is-the-percentage-of-having-a-baby-a-boy-or-girl-is-it-possible-to-have-a-girl-and-boy-twin/
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/11/18/do-you-think-humans-will-evolve-and-re-enter-the-water/
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/11/11/why-do-babys-eye-and-hair-colours-change-as-they-grow-older/
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/11/15/if-you-took-the-genes-out-of-a-grown-man-would-it-cure-cancer/#comment-544
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/11/19/what-causes-cancer/
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6669
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4619
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=7480
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6671
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=97573
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=11942
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=15404
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6986
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=59121
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=13893
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=9871
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6665
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=9877
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6618
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=25125
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=9922
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=7954
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4016
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4661
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4783
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=27427
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=18
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4609
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6720
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=107889
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=596
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=107590
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=107590
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=20932
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=20932
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=23805
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=15349
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=11304
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=18452
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6663
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6708
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=11787
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=593
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=10121
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6689
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=11790
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=15338
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Examples of good engagement 

Vicky tended to write very clear and elaborate answers. Moreover, she was open enough to talk about her personal 
experience in fighting cancer when she was younger; which was crucial in the students’ realisation that how 
scientists are normal people who also face big problems in life. “What made you want to be a cancer scientist?” 

One of the students was encouraged to run an experiment to find the answer to her question, she did it and 
commented about her experience: “Can magnets work underwater?” 

Finally, links were often included in answers, particularly by Werner. 

 

Scientist winner: Vicky Foster 

Vicky’s plans for the prize money: “I would design booklets describing experiments that 
students and teachers can do at school, which are similar to things we do in the actual research 
labs, using only things found in the supermarket or school science labs. In my research, I spend 
a lot of time getting DNA out of human cells, but one of my favourite experiments to do with 
students is getting DNA out of food!” Read Vicky’s  thank you message here. 

Student winner: thequestionmaker 

For posting some really interesting questions, thequestionmaker will receive a £20 WH Smith voucher and a 
certificate.  

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments made 

during the event… 

 

 

 

 

 “Thank you all for getting back to me so quickly, Im 
really sorry that I haven’t responded sooner myself, 
thank you Nick for your link and detailed 
explanation and thank you Carla, for your advice. :)”  
sirisyisacc, student 

 

 

 

 

 “The questions made me think really hard about 
how I communicate my work to different people and 
it was challenging to be asked so many difficult 
questions. “ – Vicky Foster, scientist 

 
“A lot of interesting questions” – Werner Muller, 
scientist 

http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/11/18/what-made-you-want-to-be-a-cancer-scientist/
http://telluriumn13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/11/09/can-magnets-work-underwater-if-they-do-what-makes-them-work-if-they-dont-what-makes-them-not-work/
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/11/29/thank-you-from-your-winner-vicky/
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/11/29/thank-you-from-your-winner-vicky/
http://genesn13.imascientist.org.uk/profile/sirisyisacc/

