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November 2013  

This report has been compiled by the I’m a Scientist team as a summary, containing moderator observations and our 

web data, to provide some meaningful information on the zone.  

The Iodine Zone was busy right from the start of the event, with lots of live chats and questions asked 
throughout. The students in this zone got really involved in the event and wanted to vote for the favourite 
scientist, leading to a very high number of visits in the VOTE section of our website. Thanks to the breadth of 
the research topics covered by each scientist, questions related to very different topics; from health related 
issues to new technological advances.  
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1,167 Winner 

Susan Skelton 1,212 2nd 

Louise Brown 770 3rd 
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Rachel Dakin 784 5th 
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Popular topics 

 
Live chats were often focussed around Simon’s work on the effects of diet and lifestyle on a baby’s 
development. There was also a lot of discussion about the future of science, especially in terms of robots, 
cloning and shrink-rays, etc. 
 

There was a huge variety of questions asked; owing probably, to the breadth of research undertaken by the 
different scientists. In particular, there was a great interest in Susan’s work with ‘light-tweezers’; about how 
they function, and their potential applications. 
 
Other poplar topics included space travel, and colonisation of distant planets. 

 

 

 

 

 ZONE ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Registered students 316 281 

% of active students (used ASK, 
CHAT, VOTE or commented) 

 69%   85% 

Questions asked 580 438 

Questions approved 231 169 

Answers given 466 380 

Comments 107 64 

Votes 185 205 

Live chats 11 13 

Lines of live chat 4,789    4,403 

Schools  8 7 

ZONE PAGE PAGE 
VIEWS 

ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Total zone 21,520 16,397 

ASK page 1,193 953 

CHAT page 2,363 1,760 

VOTE page 1,057 872 

Number of page views during the event 

(plus previous and following weeks) 

 

Key figures from I’m a Scientist November 2013 for the zone, the 

average of all 7 zones, and the whole event 

 

Keywords from live chats in the zone (the size of the word represents its popularity)  
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Sample questions 

How is Asimo the robot so clever? 

When will nanotechnology be in the market? 

Is there any way to make carbon dioxide recyclable? 

How can you tell the difference between a plant cell and an animal cell? 

When we die, what happens to our cells? 

How can you use light beams to physically pick up objects? 

Is it possible to achieve interstellar travel to our nearest neighboring star in our current lifetime? 

How is potassium iodide used in photographs? 

animal5 body13 cancer23 

cardiovascular7 chemistry15 

death5 discovery5 disease14 earth8 

end of the world4 

energy14  environment6 ethics4 evolution4 

experiment4 fact-or-fiction3 force8 future13 
gene9 harmful7 history5 how science works5   

immune system3  invention4 

light15 medicine17 modern science3 

neuroscience16 nutrition18 

physics15  properties4  

 reproduction9 

research13 sense6 space16 subatomic3 

technology17 universe5  

SCIENCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total 343 

CAREER 

education7  inspiration3 

work16 

Total 26 

PERSONAL /OTHER 

emotion3personal13 preference3 

quirky6 

Total 25 

1 

Keywords of questions asked in the zone (the size of the words represents its popularity) 

http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/11/22/how-is-asimo-the-robot-so-clever/
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/11/20/when-will-nano-tech-be-in-markets/
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/11/22/is-there-anyway-to-make-carbon-dioxide-recycle-able-or-got-rid-of/
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/11/20/hi-scientists-lately-in-science-my-teacher-has-been-talking-about-cells-but-i-have-this-question-to-ask-how-can/
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/11/19/when-we-die-what-happens-to-our-cells-im-sure-that-some-of-them-just-float-in-the-universe-the-weird-thing-is-how/
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/11/19/how-can-you-use-light-beams-to-physically-pick-up-objects/
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/11/20/is-it-possible-to-achieve-interstellar-travel-to-our-nearest-neighbouring-star-in-our-current-lifetime/
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/11/19/how-is-potassium-iodine-used-in-photographs/
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6669
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=8253
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6671
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=44448
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=36
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=8266
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6986
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6066
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4602
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=15387
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=5651
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4752
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=13044
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4574
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4570
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=85291
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=8682
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=9877
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=9903
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=13953
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=17400
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=71910
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=36427
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6653
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=5678
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6065
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=83720
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=28297
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=29398
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=37
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=30246
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4671
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=5343
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=17002
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=592
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=60318
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6068
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4603
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=18654
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6663
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=593
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=17098
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=15986
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=83729
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=83768
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Examples of good engagement 

Simon’s responses were always  entertaining and educational; for example, this discussion on the colour of blood: is 
blood accutaly blue in our body ? if not what colour is it ? 
 
There was an interesting discussion on the utility of science in one of the live chats:   

“why do people do science. what is the whole point?” – mahadchishti, student 

 “Without science we have no technology, no medicine, no exploration. We wouldn’t be having this chat without the 
science that built computers and the net” – Simon, scientist 

“The point of science is to find out more about the world. People have been learning about the world since the 

beginning of civilisation - without science we would still be living in caves!” – Susan, scientist 

“Thanks for the answers simon and susan” – mahadchishti, student 

Scientist winner: Simon Langley-Evans 

Simon’s plans for the prize money: “I would like more young people to have those sorts of 
opportunities. Science comes to life when you do experiments, have ideas that you can 
challenge and test. If I were to win I would donate to local primary and secondary schools to 
provide kit that gives those opportunities to do exciting things focused on biology and the 
natural world.”  Read Simon’s thank you message here. 

Student winner: dizzyg12 

For asking a huge number of very interesting questions, and for showing interest in the answers scientists 
gave, dizzyg12 will receive a £20 WH Smith voucher and a certificate.  

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments 

made during the event… 

 

 

 

 

 
“Thank you for the detailed answers, I am 
intrigued!” — u12tsangv, student 

 “thanks guys for the very interesting info and 
answers! THANKS!” — dayum747, student 

 “Yes, that does answer my question, thank you :)” 
—delaram123, student 

“The girls LOVED it. They asked to stay and miss 
their next class“ — Bentley Wood Teacher 

“thank you all for your brillant answers” — 
zaynahkhan, student 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Had a fantastic time! Thank you to all the students 
for all your brilliant questions! I really enjoyed 
answering them and chatting with you all!” — Susan 
Skelton, scientist 

“As it worked out, I’m a Scientist was actually a lot 
more interesting of some of the things I do in my job 
and right from the first batch of questions I was 
completely hooked. Your imagination, curiosity and 
amazing questions blew me away. You asked some 
things that really made me have to think very hard, 
and challenged me to not just think about my own 
area of science, but to go back to the basics of physics 
and chemistry too.” –—Simon Langey-Evans, scientist 

http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/11/20/is-blood-accutaly-blue-in-our-body-if-not-what-colour-is-it/
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/11/20/is-blood-accutaly-blue-in-our-body-if-not-what-colour-is-it/
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/2013/12/02/thank-you-from-your-winner-simon/
http://iodinen13.imascientist.org.uk/profile/zaynahkhan/

