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Scientists’ activity 

Schools’ data at a glance 

 

March 2014  

This report has been compiled by the I’m a Scientist team as a summary, containing moderator observations and our 

web data, to provide an overview of the zone.  

The ComputationalBio Zone had the second highest number of registered students of all I’m a Scientist zones in 

March 2014. This led to a very busy zone! The 475 students asked over 1,000 questions between them, had very 

busy live chats and were very engaged in voting. The students asked more general science questions and questions 

about the scientists’ particular research, than specific questions about Computational Biology. Anna was especially 

good at engaging with students during the live chats, and guiding them towards her topic of research. 
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Popular topics 

Students asked questions related to the scientists’ profiles, but they didn’t seem to realise how those related to the 

zone topic. The students asked about a variety of science topics, with a focus on biology, and they also asked about 

computational methods and the ethics of using genetic data. The scientists tried to explain what Computational 

Biology is during the live chats. However, this particular topic might benefit from a brief introduction by teachers. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 COMPBIO 
ZONE 

ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Registered students 475 365 

% of active students (used ASK, 
CHAT, VOTE or commented) 

 83%   81% 

Questions asked 1,032 830 

Questions approved 285 266 

Answers given 599 533 

Comments 91 88 

Votes 346 291 

Live chats 16 14 

Lines of live chat 7,318    5,506 

Schools  7 7 

COMPBIO ZONE  PAGE 
VIEWS 

ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Total zone 21,424 18,761 

ASK page 1,890 1,547 

CHAT page 2,693 2,524 

VOTE page 1,371 1,248 

Number of page views during the event 

(plus previous and following weeks) 

 

Key figures from I’m a Scientist March 2014 for the zone, 
and the average of all 12 zones 

Keywords from live chats in the zone (the size of the word represents its popularity)  
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Sample questions 

“When you programme something you use a programming language that has been programmed so how 

was the first programming language programmed?” 

“What do you find interesting about what you do in your science experiments in genetics and ethics?” 

“I heard a while ago that a group of scientists were working on a organic computer, do you think that that 

would ever be able to work?” 

“What is a super conductor? How are they made?”  

“Why do you use mathematics in science? How does using mathematics help you?” 

“Is your work on the computers difficult and are you required to have qualifications in computers/computer 

sciences to excel in your speciality?” 

SCIENCE 

anatomy 7 animals 8 bacteria 9 

biology 8 brain 5 chemistry 6 computers 4 

cure 6 disease 17 DNA 16 earth6 

evolution 4  exams 4 experiments 6 eyes 5 

future 12 genetics 16 health 12 

human 6 illness 10 interesting 4 life 6            

outer space 4 past 5 people 6 physics 15 pollution 4 

qualifications 4 research 20 skin 10   

sleep 4 space 4 studies 6 technology 4 water4 world4 

 

Total 259 

 

CAREER 

achievements 8 career 25 

inspiration 6 job 4 university 5 

work 13 

Total 66 

PERSONAL /OTHER 

favourite 5 personal13 

preference 17 

 Total 35 

1 

Keywords of questions asked in the zone (the size of the words represents its popularity) 
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http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/2014/03/20/when-you-programme-something-you-use-a-programming-language-that-has-been-programmed-so-how-was-the-first-programming/
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/2014/03/20/when-you-programme-something-you-use-a-programming-language-that-has-been-programmed-so-how-was-the-first-programming/
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/2014/03/20/what-do-you-find-interesting-about-what-you-do-in-your-science-experiments-in-genetics-and-ethics/
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/2014/03/18/i-heard-a-while-ago-that-a-group-of-scientists-were-working-on-a-organic-computer-do-you-think-that-that-would-ever-be/
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/2014/03/18/i-heard-a-while-ago-that-a-group-of-scientists-were-working-on-a-organic-computer-do-you-think-that-that-would-ever-be/
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/2014/03/14/what-is-a-super-conducter-how-are-they-made-and-are-we-any-closer-to-making-one-which-works-at-room-temperature/
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/2014/03/17/why-do-you-use-mathematics-in-science-how-does-using-mathematics-help-you/
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/2014/03/18/is-your-work-on-the-computers-difficult-and-are-you-required-to-have-qualifications-in-computerscomputer-sciences-to/
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/2014/03/18/is-your-work-on-the-computers-difficult-and-are-you-required-to-have-qualifications-in-computerscomputer-sciences-to/
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=5646
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4611
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4637
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=35
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=9761
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=36
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=20567
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6670
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6066
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6756
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4602
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4574
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=9892
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=13893
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=9877
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6045
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6598
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6685
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6652
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4016
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=4661
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=65597
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=17399
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6637
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=37
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=23748
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=10126
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=5343
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=11033
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=17066
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=592
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=7945
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6068
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6625
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=11304
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=18141
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6702
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6663
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=6726
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=13015
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=593
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=9871
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=15986
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/wp-admin/edit-tags.php?action=edit&taxonomy=question_keywords&tag_ID=83729
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Examples of good engagement 

Anna was very good at guiding students towards her topic of research during the live chats, in which she would ask 

students for their opinions about human cloning and DNA sequencing to start a discussion that way. 

One of the students liked to ask riddles and scientists participated in them: “If you have me you'll want to share me 

but if you share me I'll be gone. What am I??” 

In one of the live chats, there was a discussion about animal testing: 

“okay.. can I ask you a question?... do you use animals in your experiments?” – shania000000, student 

“I don't use animals and I'm against animal testing for makeup and stuff but think it's necessary for medical 
testing” – Anna, scientist 

“what do you think of people that use animals in their work?” – shania000000, student 

“I think it is fine as long as the animals are kept in good conditions and cared for and the research is VERY 
important” – Anna, scientist 

“It depends on what they use the animals for. I think animal research should only be done if it is absolutely 
needed. Even then, it should be kept to a minimum and every effort should be made to keep the animals as 
comfortable as possible and reduce the chance of suffering.” – Iain, scientist 

Scientist winner: Anna Middleton 

Anna’s plans for the prize money: “I’d like to buy some voting equipment of my own that I can 

take to presentations so that the audience can press a button on a voting pad, this way they can 

give anonymous answers. The voting equipment means that the audience can participate rather 

than just listen to me speak and it’s also good fun too!”  Read Anna’s thank you message here. 

Student winner: shania000000 

For being very engaged in the live chat, shania000000 will receive a £20 WH Smith voucher and a certificate.  

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments made 

during the event… 

 

 

 

 

 

 “It's been a brilliant event so far and I was 
absolutely blown away by the fantastic science 
buzz created by the live chat that my other year 10 
class were involved with in the Computation 
Biology Zone yesterday.” – Rosemary Cleary, 
teacher 

  

 

 

 

 

“The biggest lesson I learnt was turning 
something complicated into two sentences. You 
will not believe the number of times I re-wrote my 
answers.” – Anna Middleton, scientist 
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http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/2014/03/17/if-you-have-me-youll-want-to-share-me-but-if-you-share-me-ill-be-gone-what-am-i/
http://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/2014/03/17/if-you-have-me-youll-want-to-share-me-but-if-you-share-me-ill-be-gone-what-am-i/
httphttp://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/2014/03/26/thanks-from-your-winner-anna/
httphttp://compbio.imascientist.org.uk/2014/03/26/thanks-from-your-winner-anna/

