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Scientists’ activity 

Schools’ data at a glance 

 

June 2014  

The students in the Animal Behaviour Zone asked a lot of factual questions about animals, and the topic of animal 

testing was also brought up on several occasions. The scientists in this zone were all very engaged (they shared 

answering questions nearly evenly between all 5 of them) and were particularly good at answering questions as soon 

as they were approved. Interestingly, the focus of this zone was more in the CHAT section rather than in ASK, 

whereas previous Animal Behaviour Zones attracted many more ASK questions from students. Of note, a significant 

amount of the approved questions in this zone came from a small group of students from a Pupil Referral Unit.  
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Popular topics 

As expected, the most popular questions were 

“what is your favourite animal?’” and “why did you choose to work with animals?” There were many trivia 

questions, like “what is the largest/strongest/smallest…? “, or especially “how does X animal reproduce?” Students 

were also keen to learn more about animal-human communication, and animal social groups. 

 

There was also lots of interest regarding how much harm the research animals undergo. Many students seemed 

concerned about this, especially when it turned out one scientist had to kill animals to study them. 

 

  

 

 

 ANIMAL 
BEHAVIOUR 

ZONE 

ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Registered students 271 282 

% of active students (used ASK, 
CHAT, VOTE or commented) 75% 80% 

Questions asked 262 488 

Questions approved 116 217 

Answers given 265 429 

Comments 57 54 

Votes 172 219 

Lines of live chat  4,769 4,020 

Live chats 14 12 

Schools  9 6 

ANIMAL 
BEHAVIOUR 
ZONE 

PAGE 
VIEWS 

ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Total zone 13,818 16,052 

ASK page 690 1,091 

CHAT page 1,129 1,699 

VOTE page 602 968 

Number of page views during the event 

(plus 2 previous weeks) 

 

Key figures from I’m a Scientist June 2014 for the 
zone, and the average of all 17 zones 

Keywords from live chats in the zone (the size of the word represents its popularity)  
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Keyword Number 

of times 

Keyword Number 

of times 

marine 29 society 9 
animal 18 work 9 

evolution 16 career 7 
mammal 15 nutrition 7 

fish 12 species 7 
reproduction 11 animal-behaviour 6 

record 11 bird 6 
communication 10 gene 5 

preference 10 insect 5 
research 10 death 4 

Example questions 

“have you ever noticed a change in animal behaviour acording to the animals age?” 

“what is the animal at the top of a food chain in the sea?”  

“is it true that dolphins and whales become lonely and can commit suicide if they are lonely?” 

“are animal capable of feeling human emotions like happiness,sadness,love,excitement and 

anger?” 

“how do animals in colonies communicate to make a swarm?” 

“if over a long period of time humans tried to create a mutual language for all animals do you think 

they could learn it?” 

Keywords of questions asked in the zone  
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http://animalj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/13/how-do-animals-in-colonies-communicate-to-make-a-swarm/
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Examples of good engagement 

The students were very concerned about animal testing, to the point that there was an outcry of ‘murderer’ from 

one student, but the necessity was carefully explained: 

 

“do you harm animals whilst doing your job?” – bethanyhill, student 

 

“@bethanyhill - the animals I work with do get killed yes because we take them from the deep sea and we 

don't have time to do our analysis in time to put them back alive. This is obviously not the best but often we 

sample such tiny areas of the seabed that there's no real impact.” – James Bell, scientist 

 

In the ASK section, an out-of-the-blue question on eugenics brought some interesting discussion on ethics and 

history, with all of the scientists asked bringing an in-depth answer: 

 

“What are your opinions on eugenics” – deathmetalfiend 

 

Scientist winner: James Bell 

James’s plans for the prize money: “The Natural History Museum in London is amazing. I’m sure 

some of you will have been and seen the incredible collections of animals (and scientists) there. If 

I won the money, I’d like to run a competition to find a couple of students who’d like to maybe be 

scientists one day, take them to the museum and show them what it’s like. I could show you how 

we collect species, how to identify them or what happens to them once we’ve collected them and 

what we can learn about the world from them.” Read James’s thank you message here. 

Student winner: ecosystemthethird 

For great engagement during the event ecosystemthethird will receive a £20 WH Smith voucher and a certificate! 

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments made 

during the event… 

 

 

 

 

 

“That’s amazing how these different animals 
look and seem different to humans yet deep 
down we do some things in the same way” – 
jbates, student 

“thanks for your input guys, I find this a really 
tricky but at the same time interesting subject” 
– deathmetalfriend, student 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Wow thanks for the votes everybody - I hope you 
enjoyed chatting with all the other scis just as much” – 
James Bell, scientist 

“Thoroughly enjoyed the event. Thanks to IAS, my fellow 
ABZ scis, and all the students.” – Anthony Caravaggi, 
scientist 
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http://animalj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/07/04/thanks-from-your-winner-james/
http://ecologyn13.imascientist.org.uk/profile/shootingstargazer/

