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Scientists’ activity 

Schools’ data at a glance 

 

June 2014  

The Bioinformatics Zone was lively, with over 800 questions asked and busy live chats, even though only 5 schools 

registered students in the zone. All the scientists were good at answering ASK questions quickly, and Sergey, Claire, 

and Ian were particularly good at live chats, covering most of them. The students in this zone seemed to understand 

the scientists’ research better than in previous Big Data themed zones, and asked each scientist about them: they 

asked Sergey about programming, Ian about how genes work in the brain and Claire about genetic mutations. 

 

 

 

 

  

Scientist 
profile 

Page 
views 

Position 

Sergey 
Lamzin 
(TGAC) 

761 Winner 

Claire 
Shooter 

659 2nd 

Ian 
Simpson 

812 3rd 

Vicky 
Schneider 

(TGAC) 
617 4th 

Zena Hira 694 5th 
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Popular topics 

There were two or three persistent themes throughout the two weeks: brains – how they work and how to control 

and enhance them, cures for and scientific understanding of cancer, and the ethical implications and necessity of 

animal testing.  

There was clear evidence that the students read and based questions on the scientists’ profiles, referring to their 

research as well as exploring their personal hobbies and interests in more detail.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 BIOINFORMATICS 
ZONE 

ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Registered students 363 282 

% of active students (used ASK, 
CHAT, VOTE or commented) 76% 80% 

Questions asked 805 488 

Questions approved 240 217 

Answers given 546 429 

Comments 64 54 

Votes 211 219 

Lines of live chat  4,659 4,020 

Live chats 13 12 

Schools  5 6 

BIOINFORMATICS 
ZONE 

PAGE 
VIEWS 

ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Total zone 18,115 16,052 

ASK page 1,162 1,091 

CHAT page 1,378 1,699 

VOTE page 819 968 

Number of page views during the event 

(plus 2 previous weeks) 

 

Key figures from I’m a Scientist June 2014 for the 
zone, and the average of all 17 zones 

Keywords from live chats in the zone (the size of the word represents its popularity)  
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Keyword Number of 

times 

Keyword Number of 

times 

work 53 life 9 
personal 43 inspiration 9 

preference 36 cancer 7 
quirky 19 cure 7 

research 17 disease 7 
human 16 program 6 
career 15 animal 6 

education 14 computer 6 
brain 13 body 6 
gene 12 future 6 

Example questions 

“Do you use an RNA sequence?” 

“What are the most common bioinformatics programs?” 

“How do the programs analyse cancer?” 

“What is Statistical Genomics?” 

“How many GB do you think a brain could hold?” 

“why are you blonde? tell me a biological reason why people's hair is different” 

Keywords of questions asked in the zone (zone topic is not used as a keyword) 
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http://bioinfoj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/16/do-you-use-an-rna-sequence/
http://bioinfoj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/13/what-are-the-most-common-bioinformatics-programs/
http://bioinfoj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/16/how-do-the-programs-analyse-cancer/
http://bioinfoj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/17/what-is-statistical-genomics/
http://bioinfoj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/21/how-many-gb-do-you-think-a-brain-could-hold/
http://bioinfoj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/18/why-are-you-blonde-tell-me-a-biological-reason-why-peoples-hair-is-different/
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Examples of good engagement 

All of the scientists had an enthusiastic and engaging tone, although Claire and Sergey were particularly notable. 

Here is an example of Claire joking with a student at the same time she explains a scientific concept: 

“@ Claire do you like the fact that one day there might be a mutant outbreak” – billylovesvicky69, student 

 

“@billylovesvicky every time someone is born it's a mutant outbreak - all of you have at least around 6 

mutations that are different from the DNA you got from your parents. WE ARE ALL MUTANTS” – Claire 

Shooter, scientist 

 

“@Claire u blow my mid!!!!” – billyaddison, student 

 

She also was very good at taking what could appear as an unimportant question and giving a very interesting answer:  

“Can you genetically mutate a pit and make it green” – thedjagomaster, student  

 

Scientist winner: Sergey Lamzin 

Sergey’s plan for the prize money is “rent a public space to talk about to his research and 

answer questions for the wider public”.  Read Sergey’s thank you message here. 

 

Student winner: miggymonster123 

For great engagement during the event, miggymonster123 will receive a £20 WH Smith voucher and a certificate! 

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments made 

during the event… 

 

 

 

 

 

“bye thank you so much I have learnt a lot” – 
hardyl, student 

“Thank you for the great answer, I now know 
when an RNA scan is used” – krazykid456, 
student 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
“I think this is definitely very good as students can 
communicate directly with scientists about detailed 
topics. I can't imagine a better way of giving school 
students an idea of what scientists do”. – scientist 

“This has been a great experience for me and I would 
totally do it again! It made me remember that the most 
complicated things can be explained in a simple and fun 
way.” – Sergey Lamzin, scientist 
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http://bioinfoj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/16/can-you-genetically-mutate-a-pig-and-make-it-green/
http://bioinfoj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/07/08/thanks-from-your-winner-sergey/
http://bioinfoj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/07/08/thanks-from-your-winner-sergey/
http://ecologyn13.imascientist.org.uk/profile/shootingstargazer/

