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Scientists’ activity 

Schools’ data at a glance 

 

June 2014  

The Diamond Zone was funded by the Science and Technologies Facilities Council and featured scientists working at 

Diamond Light Source, using it for their research or using data collected at Diamond. This zone was extremely busy 

with the largest number of students registered during this event: 524 students, of whom 82% asked questions, took 

part in a chat, commented, or voted for a scientist. The chats were always buzzing with a broad range of questions, 

reflecting the different work of the scientists. The ASK section was also very busy, but scientists kept up with the 

questions at all times, giving over 1,000 answers between them! Students in the zone were really keen to know 

more about the scientists’ work, as shown by the questions’ keywords below. 
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Popular topics 

The CHAT and ASK sections were both very busy, with some hard hitting and serious questions being asked.  Given 

that several of the scientists were crystallographers, crystals came up a lot, as well as metal organic frameworks, 

which are Jenny’s research topic. Like some of the other physics related zones, CERN and particle accelerators 

popped up now and again.  

Other popular topics were 3D printers – as Daren plans to spend his prize money on buying one of them –, 

dinosaurs, or the meaning of life. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 DIAMOND 
ZONE 

ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Registered students 524 282 

% of active students (used ASK, 
CHAT, VOTE or commented) 82% 80% 

Questions asked 954 488 

Questions approved 482 217 

Answers given 1,105 429 

Comments 97 54 

Votes 377 219 

Lines of live chat 7,218 4,020 

Live chats 18 12 

Schools  7 6 

DIAMOND ZONE PAGE 
VIEWS 

ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Total zone 32,565 16,052 

ASK page 2,138 1,091 

CHAT page 2,085 1,699 

VOTE page 1,730 968 

Number of page views during the event 

(plus 2 previous weeks) 

Key figures from I’m a Scientist June 2014 for the 
zone, and the average of all 17 zones 

Keywords from live chats in the zone (the size of the word represents its popularity)  
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Keyword Number of 

times 

Keyword Number of 

times 

work 83 animal 21 
preference 54 body 19 

research 43 brain 19 
career 42 earth 16 
quirky 40 space 16 

personal 28 discovery 14 
education 28 music 14 
medicine 27 disease 13 
human 25 food 13 

technology 22 universe 12 

Example questions 

“Would the laser that you experiment with ever be strong enough, now or in the future to create a 

black hole, or a hole in the atmosphere?” 

“How do the crystals help medicines go into our bloodstream better?” 

“Why are we never taught that crystals can do anything more than grow in Science class?” 

“Hello can you please you explain WHY crystals form?” 

“What are your views on animal testing?” 

“how many atoms make up your body?” 

Keywords of questions asked in the zone (zone theme as not used as a keyword) 
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http://diamondj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/24/would-the-laser-that-you-experiment-with-ever-be-strong-enough-now-or-in-the-future-to-create-a-black-hole-or-a-hole/
http://diamondj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/24/would-the-laser-that-you-experiment-with-ever-be-strong-enough-now-or-in-the-future-to-create-a-black-hole-or-a-hole/
http://diamondj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/18/how-do-the-crystals-help-medicines-go-into-our-bloodstream-better/
http://diamondj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/18/why-are-we-never-taught-that-crystals-can-do-anything-more-than-grow-in-science-class-because-if-we-were-that-would/
http://diamondj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/18/hello-can-you-please-you-explain-why-crystals-form/
http://diamondj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/17/what-are-your-views-on-animal-testing/
http://diamondj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/26/how-many-atoms-make-up-your-body/
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Examples of good engagement 

All of the scientists had an enthusiastic and engaging tone, although Daren, Jenny and Lynne were particularly 

notable. Even when the students asked questions unrelated to the scientists’ areas of interest, like in this live chat 

excerpt: 

“@Lynne do you think art is at all linked with science?” – moppy9, student 

 

“@moppy9 that's a good question. Nature actually has a lot of symmetry in it and we find this symmetry inside 

the crystals that I look at. If you look around you, you find all sorts of shapes and some art makes use of these. 

There are a lot of tiling patterns that are very similar to the arrangements inside crystals and you find a lot of 

these in arabic art. So there is a lot of art in science and some things that scientists can learn from art!” – 

Lynne Thomas, scientist 

 

It was clear that the scientists enjoyed answering students’ questions: 

 

“If you could have one day with any scientist who would it be, and why? “– xsugarzx, student 

 

 

Scientist winner: Daren Fearon 

Daren’s plans for the prize money: “We have very powerful software to analyse and make 

cartoons of protein structures that we have solved using X-ray crystallography.  However, 

sometimes it is easier to understand and appreciate something when you can hold it and turn it 

and see it from different angles.  I would like to buy a 3D printer to make models of proteins to 

help people understand how their shape and interactions affect their biological roles.  I could 

then use these models to explain how use these structures to design new drugs.” Read Daren’s 

thank you message here. 

Student winner: kaboomi 

For great engagement during the event, kaboomi will receive a £20 WH Smith voucher and a certificate! 

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments made 

during the event… 

 
 

 

 

 

“Thank you to all of the scientists that 
answered our questions we really appreciate it, 
it was really useful” – sofiaqwerty123, student 

“Thank you this has increased my knowledge 
and has been very inspiring” – florencecarol, 
student 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Great Questions and lots of fun answering them!.” – 
Lynne Thomas, scientist 

“The whole event was an eye opener and I was hooked 
from the first live chat with South Molton Community 
College. I wanted to answer every question possible.“– 
Daren Fearon, scientist 
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http://diamondj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/07/04/thanks-from-your-winner-daren/
http://diamondj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/07/04/thanks-from-your-winner-daren/
http://ecologyn13.imascientist.org.uk/profile/shootingstargazer/

