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Scientists’ activity 

Schools’ data at a glance 

 

June 2014  

The students in the Neodymium Zone asked a lot of questions; the 298 students in the zones asked over 900 

questions between them! Given the general nature of the zone, students asked about different topics around the 

scientists’ research and what it’s like to be a scientist. Naomi, Ian and Sakshi were the three most notable scientists 

in the live chats, Sakshi joined to a fair amount of them after even after being evicted.  

 

 

 

  

Scientist 
profile 

Page 
views 

Position 

Naomi 
Osborne 

1,266 Winner 

Ian 
Stephenson 

819 2nd 

Mathew 
Piasecki 

670 3rd 

Edward 
Hughes 

577 4th 

Sakshi 
Sharda 

629 5th 
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Popular topics 

Popular topics in both the CHAT and ASK sections 

were Edward’s work on string theory, Ian’s work on 

computer graphics, and human nature and the broader aspects of life and the universe. 

Naomi often got questions on bacteria, and Matthew received lots on muscles, showing that students had taken the 

time to read the scientists’ profiles, and wanted to know more about their jobs and lifestyles.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 NEODYMIUM 
ZONE 

ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Registered students 298 282 

% of active students (used ASK, 
CHAT, VOTE or commented) 86% 80% 

Questions asked 925 488 

Questions approved 474 217 

Answers given 736 429 

Comments 105 54 

Votes 297 219 

Lines of live chat  4,396 4,020 

Live chats 11 12 

Schools  6 6 

NEODYMIUM 
ZONE 

PAGE 
VIEWS 

ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Total zone 25,326 16,052 

ASK page 2,126 1,091 

CHAT page 2,528 1,699 

VOTE page 1,379 968 

Number of page views during the event 

(plus 2 previous weeks) 

 

Key figures from I’m a Scientist June 2014 for the 
zone, and the average of all 17 zones 

Keywords from live chats in the zone (the size of the word represents its popularity)  
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Keyword Number of 

times 

Keyword Number of 

times 

body 56 theory 20 
work 42 quirky 20 

human 39 colour 19 
space 33 subatomic 18 

preference 28 earth 16 
technology 24 disease 15 

career 24 brain 14 
universe 24 animal 13 
research 23 education 12 
personal 22 sun 12 

Example questions 

“why are lab coats only white?” 

“Are there mind controlling bug viruses in the world?” 

Why are scientists taking so long to find a cure for cancer?” 

“People say we are wasting fossil fuels! Some people say there are alternative resources! Why are 

people not acting NOW and just saying that we should change? ” 

“How does a coma make you sleep for ages?” 

“Why do leaves change color in autumn?” 

Keywords of questions asked in the zone  

mailto:angela@gallomanor.com
http://neodymiumj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/13/why-are-lab-coats-only-white/
http://neodymiumj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/17/are-there-mind-controlling-bug-viruses-in-the-world/
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Examples of good engagement 

Here’s a great example of student/scientist engagement in the chat:  

“Could you explain the very basics of string theory (so that we might be able to understand it)?” – wonderful, 

student 

 

“yes I'll give it a go! The basic idea of string theory is that the universe is made up of tiny vibrating strings. The 

different ways these strings vibrate can produce different particles. (…) But actually nobody has done an 

experiment that verifies string theory yet!” – Edward Hughes, scientist 

 

“Does string theory include the notion of parallel universes too, or is that a different theory?” – wonderful, 

student 

 

“some people would say that string theory includes the idea of a multiverse. That means that we're just in one 

of many different universes. (…). Actually we haven't yet found exactly the right solution that matches what we 

see around us!”  – Edward Hughes, scientist 

 

“Do you think that there might be any significant developments in string theory in the next 50 years or so?” – 

wonderful, student 

 

“by the way, string theory is having a major indirect impact on physics at the moment. My work is based on 

inspiration from string theory, but I can use it to calculate real life particle collisions. So even though string 

theory might not be totally right, it's still a very good tool! – Edward Hughes, scientist 

 

Scientist winner: Naomi Osborne 

Naomi’s plans for the prize money: “With the prize money, I’m looking into making a 

downloadable book where you can ‘Meet the Microbes’ and learn about the wonderful world of 

microorganisms – I will keep you updated on the progress.” Read Naomi’s thank you message 

here. 

Student winner: kiritiscool 

For great engagement during the event, ammonia7642  will receive a £20 WH Smith voucher and a certificate! 

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments made 

during the event… 

 

 

 

 

“I think you are a very inspirational person and 
have helped me love science even more than I 
already did…” – annareed890, student 

“A wonderful experience will definitely do this 
again with more classes next year” – teacher 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
“I've really enjoyed it! Lots of very insightful questions - 
I'd forgotten how interesting (and difficult!) simple 
questions can be!” – Edward Hughes, scientist 

“When it first started I couldn’t believe how many of you 
were getting involved and asking questions; I very 
quickly became obsessed with trying to respond to you 
all, it was very addictive!” – Naomi Osborne, scientist 
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