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June 2014  

The students in the Water Zone were really engaged, with 88% of them participating in a live chat, asking a question, 

commenting or voting for their favourite scientist. There was a good balance between the conversations in CHAT 

focused around water and hydrogen fuel cars, and questions in ASK about the scientists’ work and research, as 

shown by the Wordle and keywords on the next page. 
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Popular topics 

General themes revolved around the scientists 

work; how metals could be used to clean water 

without making it toxic, and how membranes work 

to filter water.  

 

There were also some interesting themes around whether or not cleaning water sources would have a positive or 

negative impact on the ecology of the area. Similarly, there were a lot of questions about whether using water to run 

cars would be damaging to the environment.  There were also a few questions regarding space and planets, possibly 

because of all the discussions about hydrogen. 

 

  

 

 

 

 WATER 
ZONE 

ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Registered students 176 282 

% of active students (used ASK, 
CHAT, VOTE or commented) 88% 80% 

Questions asked 403 488 

Questions approved 176 217 

Answers given 319 429 

Comments 47 54 

Votes 159 219 

Lines of live chat  2,315 4,020 

Live chats 9 12 

Schools  4 6 

WATER ZONE PAGE 
VIEWS 

ZONES 
AVERAGE 

Total zone 11,353 16,052 

ASK page 935 1,091 

CHAT page 1,295 1,699 

VOTE page 722 968 

Number of page views during the event 

(plus 2 previous weeks) 

 

Key figures from I’m a Scientist June 2014 for the 
zone, and the average of all 17 zones 

Keywords from live chats in the zone (the size of the word represents its popularity)  
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Keyword Number 

of times 

Keyword Number 

of times 

research 44 water 13 
work 36 personal 13 

environment 26 seawater 13 
career 19 fuel 11 

chemistry 17 routine 10 
energy 14 properties 9 
future 13 clean 9 
marine 13 climate 9 

  car 9 
  

Example questions 

“Why is water so essential to life? Why can't species adapt to a different substance?” 

“How far away, do you think, we are from actually having these water fueled cars?” 

“Is it possible to have a planet made up of entirely liquid water?” 

“What kind of modern, such as technological or practical, applications does supercooled water?” 

“How does dirty water affect us?” 

“What could be added to water for it to absorb UV rays, if in any way possible?” 

Keywords of questions asked in the zone (the zone theme was not used as a keyword) 

mailto:angela@gallomanor.com
aterj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/27/why-is-water-so-essential-to-life-why-cant-species-adapt-to-a-different-substance/
How%20far%20away,%20do%20you%20think,%20we%20are%20from%20actually%20having%20these%20water%20fueled%20cars?
http://waterj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/26/is-it-possible-to-have-a-planet-made-up-of-entirely-liquid-water/
http://waterj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/24/what-kind-of-modern-such-as-technological-or-practical-applications-does-supercooled-water/
http://waterj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/26/how-does-dirty-water-effect-us/
http://waterj14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/24/what-could-be-added-to-water-for-it-to-absorb-uv-rays-if-in-any-way-possible/
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Examples of good engagement 

Even when the students asked questions unrelated to the scientists’ areas of interest, they were eager to answer as 

fully as possible, even including links to external resources. For instance: 

“Which planet is the oldest in the universe?” – cutewikib, student 

 

“How will pollution affect species reproduction?” – madscientist12345, student 

 

The scientists were all really good at encouraging students to be inquisitive and curious: 

“What do you think the world would be like without the knowledge of science?” – ayesharashid, student 

“nice question! Well, I think we are all really curious, that's why human beings started doing science, they 

wanted to know more! So I think without science it would be just boooooring...we will just have to believe that 

everything just happens...” – Veronica Celorrio, scientist 

Scientist winner: Jemma Rowlandson 

Jemma’s plans for the prize money: “When I was at school I did not really like science, but then in 

year 10 (when I was about 14) I had a really great science teacher and ended up loving it instead! 

If it was not for my science teacher it is very unlikely I would have become a scientist (which 

would kind of suck as I really love what I do). So if I won I’m a Scientist then I would go back to my 

old school and hold a science event for all the students to join in and just have some fun messing 

around with science. And you never know, maybe someone just like me will have a great time and realise there is so 

much more to science than what you learn sat in class.” Read Jemma’s thank you message here. 

Student winner: lillymiss 

For great engagement during the event, lillymiss will receive a £20 WH Smith voucher and a certificate! 

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments made 

during the event… 

 

 

 

 

 

“This has also given me a chance to see the 
other areas within science and see how it can 
affect others and be fun!!” – kiwi999, student 

“Thank you so much for answering our 
questions they are very helpful and make more 
me interested in the subject” – ts1249, student 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Keep the questions flowing in students... You've been 
brilliant so far!” – Ben Butler, scientist 

“I have had such a great time over the past two weeks. 
Answering all your questions became very addictive. I 
was checking my email two or three times a day to see if 
any new questions had come through!” – Jemma 
Rowlandson, scientist 
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