
 

01225 326892 | angela@gallomanor.com 

Scientists’ activity 

Schools’ data at a glance 

      

November 2014  

The Europium Zone had the highest percentage of active students of all the zones in I’m a Scientist November 2014: 

up to 93% of the 491 registered students chatted with scientists, asked a question, commented or voted for their 

favourite scientist. All the scientists had a similar participation in answering ASK questions but Ali and Alex were 

particularly good with the live chats, being responsible of over 80% of the total lines of live chat. 
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Popular topics 

At the beginning of the event, the most popular topics was ebola, but it was soon overtaken by questions about 

cancer — as shown by the Wordle below —, which relates to Alex’s research.  

There were many questions about general scientific subjects, science careers and the personal interests of the 

scientists, with a wide spectrum of scientific insight in the questions. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 EUROPIUM 
ZONE 

ZONES 
AVERAGE 

2014 
AVERAGE 

Registered students 
491 459 369 

% of active students  
93% 88% 83% 

Questions asked 
1122 894 542 

Questions approved 
522 396 293 

Answers given 
962 796 555 

Comments 
150 99 75 

Votes 
524 402 305 

Lines of live chat 
8,717 6,507 3,675 

Live chats 
23 21 15 

Schools  15 13 9 

EUROPIUM 
ZONE 

PAGE 
VIEWS 

NOV 14 
AVERAGE 

2014 
AVERAGE 

Total zone 33,034 27,730 20,848 

ASK page 2,984 2,305 1,648 

CHAT page 4,926 3,959 2,727 

VOTE page 1,947 1,637 1,284 

Number of page views during the event (plus 

previous week and following weekend) 

 

Key figures from I’m a Scientist November 2014 for the zone, and the 
average of all 10 zones 

(active students are those who used ASK, CHAT, VOTE or commented) 

 

 

Keywords from live chats in the zone (the size of the word represents its popularity)  

mailto:angela@gallomanor.com


 

01225 326892 | angela@gallomanor.com 

 

 

 

Keyword 
Number of 

times 

research 75 

quirky 58 

career 58 

preference 56 

personal 44 

education 39 

body 34 

cancer 29 

space 28 

disease 26 

technology 25 

routine 23 

material 20 

medicine 19 

advice 19 

inspiration 19 

SciComm 18 

hobby 16 

health 16 

future 16 
 

 

Example questions 

“What is the meaning of life when eventually 

were all going to decay?” 

“why is it so important that we do animal 

testing on monkeys or apes and not on humans, 

because in a way yes monkey/apes are similar 

to us, we have adapted which means we are 

different, so it would make more sense to do 

testing on willing subjects.” 

“How does cancer damage are cells and how 

close are you to curing/ neturalsing it?” 

“what do you think the best invention of all 

time is?” 

“if a bug can actually produces electricity is it a 

cyborg like terminator or robo cop” 

“when your looking through a microscope, what 

do you think? like, when your looking for things, 

whats the first thing you think of?” 

“would it be able to cure cancer for animals or 

humans? can a animal get cancer naturally like 

humans or would a human have to give them it 

and how?” 

“my mums friend was recently diagnosed with 

motor neuron disease and as that is what you 

are studying i was wondering if there was 

anyway you could explain it so that i would 

understand it. Also my mum has a disease 

called multiple sclerosis and i am curious to 

know if mnd and ms are similar in any way?” 

Keywords of questions asked in the zone  
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Examples of good engagement 

All of the scientists had an enthusiastic and engaging tone, especially Alice and Alex, who attended to most of the 

live chats. Here is an example of Alice convincing on the dangers of smoking: 

“Do your lungs really go black if you smoke?” – eviltwin69, student 
 
“Yes they do! A healthy person's lungs are nice and pink, but a smoker's lungs are really really dark and not 
very spongy like they're meant to be” – Alice Thomson, scientist 
 
 “Oh, I’ll give up then” – eviltwin69, student 

The students were quick to acknowledge when they got good answers to their questions, and left several “thank 

you” comments in the ASK section.  

“Thank you Alex, Phil and Ali your answers make perfect sense and I now have a clearer understanding” – Ellie 

7246, student 

 

Scientist winner: Alex Pool 

Alex’s plans for the prize money: “Put it towards a fun project we run here where students can 

come here for a week and see what it’s like to do research.” Read Alex’s thank you message here. 

Student winner: Black dragon 

For asking great questions demonstrating both impressive knowledge and curiosity and having read the scientists’ 

profiles, Black dragon will receive a £20 WH Smith voucher and a certificate! 

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments made 

during the event… 

 

 

 

 

 

“alex thank you very much for answering my 
questions you are so inspirational you are a 
great friend even though we've only been 
speaking for a while” – Julious, student 

“As a busy teacher I especially loved how easy 
it was to set up and run, and the excellent 
moderation of the chats.” – teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Hard to say what the best bits were, the whole 
experience was great. Getting to see what the other 
scientists were up to, and the huge range of questions 
made my day every time I logged on.” – Alex Pool, 
scientist 
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