
01225 326892 | angela@gallomanor.com 

Scientists’ activity 

Schools’ data at a glance 

 

November 2014  

The Extreme Temperature Zone was very busy, with 543 students from 18 schools registered the event. 92% of these 

students took an active part by asking a question, commenting, chatting or voting for their favourite scientist. The 

five scientists were really good and kept an engaging tone throughout the event, especially Kate, whose research on 

volcanoes attracted a lot of attention. 
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Popular topics 

Questions were focused on particle physics, natural disasters, computers and space. The topics asked about 
were influenced by the scientists’ profiles; especially Kate’s work with volcanoes provoked a lot of questions. 
There were also many general science questions, and the students were curious to learn more about the 
scientists’ careers and daily lives at work. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 EXTREME 
TEMPERATURE 

ZONE 

NOV 14 
AVERAGE 

2014 
AVERAGE 

Registered students 
543 459 369 

% of active students  
92% 88% 83% 

Questions asked 
859 894 542 

Questions approved 
327 396 293 

Answers given 
573 796 555 

Comments 
56 99 75 

Votes 
455 402 305 

Lines of live chat 
8,082 6,507 3,675 

Live chats 
21 21 15 

Schools  18 13 9 

EXT. TEMP. 
ZONE 

PAGE 
VIEWS 

NOV 14 
AVERAGE 

2014 
AVERAGE 

Total zone 24,978 27,730 20,848 

ASK page 1,917 2,305 1,648 

CHAT page 3,132 3,959 2,727 

VOTE page 2,183 1,637 1,284 

Number of page views during the event 

(plus previous week and following weekend) 

 

Key figures from I’m a Scientist November 2014 for the zone, and the 
average of all 10 zones 

(active students are those who used ASK, CHAT, VOTE or commented) 

 

 

Keywords from live chats in the zone (the size of the word represents its popularity)  
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Keyword 
Number of 

times 

work 47 

career 43 

volcano 39 

personal 38 

earth 36 

research 29 

preference 29 

subatomic 24 

space 20 

education 20 

heat 20 

experiment 19 

superlative 19 

natural-disaster 18 

technology 17 

human 17 

travel 16 

inspiration 15 

universe 14 

body 13 
 

 

Example questions 

“If the sun is in space how would you get 

wind from the sun when there is no air, 

vacuum?" 

“Can you make lasagne in space?" 

“Is it possible to make a functioning cloaking 

device to make general stuff invisible?" 

“If we were to calculate the amount of energy 

in Yellowstone and that of both the nuclear 

bombs on Nagasaki and Hiroshima, which 

would be greater and would it be a close tie?" 

“Why do superconductors only work well in 

very high or very low temperatures?” 

“ Does lava evaporate?” 

“Does temperature have a limit (does it ever 

stop?)” 

“ Which plants can survive the coldest 

temperature and why?” 

“How do volcanoes impact and affect the 

climate when they erupt in the ocean?” 

“Why do you need a gigantic swimming pool 

to understand something little like 

neutrinos?” 

Keywords of questions asked in the zone  

mailto:angela@gallomanor.com
http://agriculturej14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/24/why-has-there-been-concern-about-some-genetically-modified-foods-among-some-politicians-especially-in-europe/
http://agriculturej14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/24/why-has-there-been-concern-about-some-genetically-modified-foods-among-some-politicians-especially-in-europe/
http://agriculturej14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/24/why-has-there-been-concern-about-some-genetically-modified-foods-among-some-politicians-especially-in-europe/
http://tempn14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/11/10/if-the-sun-is-in-space-how-would-you-get-wind-from-the-sun-when-there-is-no-air-vaccum/
http://agriculturej14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/23/what-is-a-fish-farm/
http://agriculturej14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/23/what-is-a-fish-farm/
http://agriculturej14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/17/how-do-you-know-that-in-36-years-that-the-food-production-will-increase-by-exactly-50/
http://agriculturej14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/17/how-do-you-know-that-in-36-years-that-the-food-production-will-increase-by-exactly-50/
http://agriculturej14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/17/how-do-you-know-that-in-36-years-that-the-food-production-will-increase-by-exactly-50/
http://agriculturej14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/20/how-do-crops-like-rice-survive-in-so-much-water-i-thought-too-much-water-in-the-soil-can-kill-the-plant/
http://agriculturej14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/20/how-do-crops-like-rice-survive-in-so-much-water-i-thought-too-much-water-in-the-soil-can-kill-the-plant/
http://agriculturej14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/06/20/how-do-crops-like-rice-survive-in-so-much-water-i-thought-too-much-water-in-the-soil-can-kill-the-plant/
http://tempn14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/11/12/kate-if-we-were-to-calculate-the-amount-of-energy-in-yellowstone-and-that-of-both-the-nuclear-bombs-on-nagasaki-and/
http://tempn14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/11/12/kate-if-we-were-to-calculate-the-amount-of-energy-in-yellowstone-and-that-of-both-the-nuclear-bombs-on-nagasaki-and/
http://tempn14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/11/12/why-do-super-conductors-only-work-well-in-very-high-or-very-low-temperatures/
http://tempn14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/11/12/why-do-super-conductors-only-work-well-in-very-high-or-very-low-temperatures/
http://tempn14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/11/13/does-lava-evaporate/
http://tempn14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/11/14/does-temperature-have-a-limit-does-it-ever-stop/
http://tempn14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/11/14/does-temperature-have-a-limit-does-it-ever-stop/
http://tempn14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/11/18/which-plants-can-survive-the-coldest-temperature-and-why/
http://tempn14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/11/18/which-plants-can-survive-the-coldest-temperature-and-why/
http://tempn14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/11/18/how-do-volcanoes-impact-and-affect-the-climate-when-they-erupt-in-the-ocean/
http://tempn14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/11/18/how-do-volcanoes-impact-and-affect-the-climate-when-they-erupt-in-the-ocean/
http://tempn14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/11/17/why-you-need-a-gigantic-swimming-pool-to-understand-something-little-like-neutrinos/
http://tempn14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/11/17/why-you-need-a-gigantic-swimming-pool-to-understand-something-little-like-neutrinos/
http://tempn14.imascientist.org.uk/2014/11/17/why-you-need-a-gigantic-swimming-pool-to-understand-something-little-like-neutrinos/
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Examples of good engagement 

The scientists always gave good responses to the questions, even acknowledging when they didn’t know something 

and researching outside of their speciality in order to provide a full answer. Kate in particular was very good with 

engaging the students with her research, and the students asked her many questions about her work in response. 

Here is an example of the topic of women in science was brought up during one of the chats: 

“who's ya herox” –  DanaBradustPL, student 
 
“Lize Meitner is mine, she worked really hard in an industry at the time that was mainly men, her work should 
have won her the nobel prize along with her supervisor, but instead he got it on his own” – Lisa Simmons, 
scientist 
 
“Jessie S Mary Anning is one of mine. she was doing palaeontology (not my area but hey) as a woman, when 
no one else was really doing it at all. she was shunned by the establishment, but still found some of the most 
important dinosaur skeletons we have” – Kate Dobson, scientist 
 

Scientist winner: Lisa Simmons 

Lisa’s plans for the prize money: “Help my new Science Ambassador Team get started with 

designing lots of activities to take out to schools. I have been working with a team of 

students (about 40!) to help them set up a science ambassador team. These students want the 

chance to go out to schools and help inspire the next wave of young scientists. This money would 

help us to develop lots of new activities that myself and the students can use to take out to schools and museuems. 

My colleague just dontated a mind controlled scaletrix to add to our stock!” Read Lisa’s thank you message here. 

 

Student winner: science4life 

For asking great questions demonstrating both impressive knowledge and curiosity and having read the scientists’ 

profiles, science4life will receive a £20 WH Smith voucher and a certificate! 

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments made 

during the event… 

 

 

 

 

 

“Thank you very much for answering my 
questions I've had a scientistic time!” – Hannah 
b, studen 

“You guys are fabulous. Great variety of 
scientists to chat to.” – teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“The energy in sessions was electric, and it was really 
inspiring to see so many of you share a passion for 
learning about science.” – Lisa Simmons, scientist 

“Thanks for a fantastic two weeks!! “ – Kate Dobson, 
scientist 
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