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March 2015 

The Erbium Zone was a general science zone with a high number of participating students (458) compared to the 

average for March (383) spread fairly evenly across the schools taking part. It had both the most questions submitted 

and the most lines per live chat across the March zones, and the scientists did well to keep up, with nearly all live 

chats being attended by three or more scientists. Imogen and Tom were particularly well engaged, accounting for 

well over two thirds of live chat lines. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

 

Scientist  
Profile 

views 
Position 

Imogen 

Napper 
2,595 Winner 

Thomas 

Barret 
2,478 2nd 

Hephzhi 

Tagoe 
1,542 3rd 

Jen Machin 1,501 4th 

Jennifer 

Rudd 
1,383 5th 

Scientists activity 
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Popular topics 

As a general science zone the questions were 

very varied. Popular topics in the zone were 

space, pollution and neuroscience – showing 

the students picked up on the research 

interests of the scientists. Lots of the students 

wanted to know if Tom would go to space if he 

could! The students seemed to catch on to the fact that Tom was full of great and varied facts (and would answer 

very fast) about space and seemed to really enjoy asking him tough questions, which despite seeming unanswerable 

in the time given, he would successfully  provide plausible answers. 

 

Other topics included the careers of the scientists and understanding the process of how science works. The personal 

lives and hobbies of the scientists were also of great interest to the students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ERBIUM ZONE MARCH 

‘15 ZONES 

AVERAGE 

IAS  
AVERAGE 

Students 458 383 338 

% of students active in 
ASK, CHAT or VOTE 85% 87% 83% 

Questions asked 898 496 713 

Questions approved 321 238 297 

Answers given 655 495 540 

Comments 76 45 86 

Votes 348 299 270 

Lines of live chat  8,718 5,467 4,437 

Live chats 19 17 13 

Average lines of live 
chat 459 331 335 

Schools 
11 10 8 

PAGE VIEWS ERBIUM 

ZONE 

MARCH ‘15 

ZONES 

AVERAGE 

Total zone 54,866 36,564 

ASK page 4,881 2,481 

CHAT page 6,471 4,878 

VOTE page 4,086 2,422 

Key figures from the Erbium Zone, and the average of 
the March zones 

 

Keywords from live chats in the zone, size of the word represents its popularity 
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Example Questions 

(click for links) 

 

“How big is 

space? What 

is the exact 

size?” 

”Why can’t we cut 

the rocks using 

knifes or saws?” 

“How are black 

holes formed in 

space?” 

 

“Why do we sleep 

at night, get 

tired?” 

”When a bird sits on 

a power line why 

doesn’t it get 

electrocuted?” 

“What would 

happen if there 

was no moon?” 

 

“How does the 

light of the dead 

star reach us if it 

no longer 

produces light?” 

“Why do scientists 

only publish their 

successful 

experiments even 

though the wrong 

ones are useful for 

other scientists?” 

”What is cabin 

pressure?” 

”When you see oil on the 

ground, sometimes it’s 

coloured. Why is this?” 

”If the sun is big 

and very bright 

how come the 

sunlight and heat 

hits earth and 

leaves space cold 

and dark?” 

”If meteorites and 

asteroids crashed in 

to the land to bring 

water, then would 

the Earth’s surface 

be really damaged?” 

”If heat rises 

upwards why is 

it cold at the 

top of a 

mountain?” 

”What does the particle 

formation look like in a 

sponge because even 

though it’s a solid it has 

loads of air holes in?” 

“Why do some 

people see black 

and blue and 

some see white 

and gold in the 

same picture?” 

“If you are struggling 
with science, what 
should you do? Do 
you have any tips?” 

”Why do we 

blush when we 

get nervous or 

embarrassed?” 

Keywords of questions asked in the zone, length of bar represents frequency of use 

mailto:antony@gallomanor.com
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/16/in-the-chat-we-had-today-you-said-lasers-could-be-used-to-cut-rocks-why-cant-we-cut-the-rocks-using-knifes-or-saws/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/16/in-the-chat-we-had-today-you-said-lasers-could-be-used-to-cut-rocks-why-cant-we-cut-the-rocks-using-knifes-or-saws/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/16/in-the-chat-we-had-today-you-said-lasers-could-be-used-to-cut-rocks-why-cant-we-cut-the-rocks-using-knifes-or-saws/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/09/how-are-black-holes-formed-in-space/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/09/how-are-black-holes-formed-in-space/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/09/how-are-black-holes-formed-in-space/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/10/why-do-we-sleep-at-night-get-tired/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/10/why-do-we-sleep-at-night-get-tired/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/10/why-do-we-sleep-at-night-get-tired/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/09/when-a-bird-sits-on-a-power-line-why-doesnt-it-get-electrocuted-like-us/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/09/when-a-bird-sits-on-a-power-line-why-doesnt-it-get-electrocuted-like-us/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/09/when-a-bird-sits-on-a-power-line-why-doesnt-it-get-electrocuted-like-us/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/09/when-a-bird-sits-on-a-power-line-why-doesnt-it-get-electrocuted-like-us/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/13/what-would-happen-if-there-was-no-moon/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/13/what-would-happen-if-there-was-no-moon/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/13/what-would-happen-if-there-was-no-moon/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/10/our-teacher-told-us-that-when-you-are-looking-at-stars-you-are-looking-at-the-past-but-how-does-the-light-of-the-dead/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/10/our-teacher-told-us-that-when-you-are-looking-at-stars-you-are-looking-at-the-past-but-how-does-the-light-of-the-dead/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/17/why-do-scientists-only-publish-their-successful-experiments-even-though-the-wrong-ones-are-useful-for-other-scientists/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/17/why-do-scientists-only-publish-their-successful-experiments-even-though-the-wrong-ones-are-useful-for-other-scientists/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/17/why-do-scientists-only-publish-their-successful-experiments-even-though-the-wrong-ones-are-useful-for-other-scientists/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/17/why-do-scientists-only-publish-their-successful-experiments-even-though-the-wrong-ones-are-useful-for-other-scientists/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/17/why-do-scientists-only-publish-their-successful-experiments-even-though-the-wrong-ones-are-useful-for-other-scientists/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/17/why-do-scientists-only-publish-their-successful-experiments-even-though-the-wrong-ones-are-useful-for-other-scientists/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/17/why-do-scientists-only-publish-their-successful-experiments-even-though-the-wrong-ones-are-useful-for-other-scientists/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/17/what-is-cabin-pressure/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/17/what-is-cabin-pressure/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/12/when-you-see-oil-on-the-ground-sometimes-its-coloured-why-is-this/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/12/when-you-see-oil-on-the-ground-sometimes-its-coloured-why-is-this/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/12/when-you-see-oil-on-the-ground-sometimes-its-coloured-why-is-this/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/17/if-the-sun-is-big-and-very-bright-how-come-the-sunlight-and-heat-hits-earth-and-leaves-space-cold-and-dark/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/17/if-the-sun-is-big-and-very-bright-how-come-the-sunlight-and-heat-hits-earth-and-leaves-space-cold-and-dark/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/17/if-the-sun-is-big-and-very-bright-how-come-the-sunlight-and-heat-hits-earth-and-leaves-space-cold-and-dark/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/17/if-the-sun-is-big-and-very-bright-how-come-the-sunlight-and-heat-hits-earth-and-leaves-space-cold-and-dark/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/17/if-the-sun-is-big-and-very-bright-how-come-the-sunlight-and-heat-hits-earth-and-leaves-space-cold-and-dark/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/17/if-the-sun-is-big-and-very-bright-how-come-the-sunlight-and-heat-hits-earth-and-leaves-space-cold-and-dark/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/17/if-the-sun-is-big-and-very-bright-how-come-the-sunlight-and-heat-hits-earth-and-leaves-space-cold-and-dark/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/16/if-metorites-and-asteroids-crashed-intothe-land-to-bring-water-then-would-the-earths-surface-be-really-dmamaged-from/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/16/if-metorites-and-asteroids-crashed-intothe-land-to-bring-water-then-would-the-earths-surface-be-really-dmamaged-from/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/16/if-metorites-and-asteroids-crashed-intothe-land-to-bring-water-then-would-the-earths-surface-be-really-dmamaged-from/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/16/if-metorites-and-asteroids-crashed-intothe-land-to-bring-water-then-would-the-earths-surface-be-really-dmamaged-from/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/16/if-metorites-and-asteroids-crashed-intothe-land-to-bring-water-then-would-the-earths-surface-be-really-dmamaged-from/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/16/if-metorites-and-asteroids-crashed-intothe-land-to-bring-water-then-would-the-earths-surface-be-really-dmamaged-from/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/11/if-heat-rises-upwards-why-is-it-cold-at-the-top-of-a-mountain/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/11/if-heat-rises-upwards-why-is-it-cold-at-the-top-of-a-mountain/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/11/if-heat-rises-upwards-why-is-it-cold-at-the-top-of-a-mountain/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/11/if-heat-rises-upwards-why-is-it-cold-at-the-top-of-a-mountain/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/11/if-heat-rises-upwards-why-is-it-cold-at-the-top-of-a-mountain/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/13/what-does-the-particle-formation-look-like-in-a-sponge-because-even-though-its-a-solid-it-has-loads-of-air-holes-in/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/13/what-does-the-particle-formation-look-like-in-a-sponge-because-even-though-its-a-solid-it-has-loads-of-air-holes-in/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/13/what-does-the-particle-formation-look-like-in-a-sponge-because-even-though-its-a-solid-it-has-loads-of-air-holes-in/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/13/what-does-the-particle-formation-look-like-in-a-sponge-because-even-though-its-a-solid-it-has-loads-of-air-holes-in/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/13/what-does-the-particle-formation-look-like-in-a-sponge-because-even-though-its-a-solid-it-has-loads-of-air-holes-in/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/11/why-do-some-people-see-black-and-blue-and-some-people-see-white-and-gold-in-the-same-picture/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/11/why-do-some-people-see-black-and-blue-and-some-people-see-white-and-gold-in-the-same-picture/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/11/why-do-some-people-see-black-and-blue-and-some-people-see-white-and-gold-in-the-same-picture/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/11/why-do-some-people-see-black-and-blue-and-some-people-see-white-and-gold-in-the-same-picture/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/11/why-do-some-people-see-black-and-blue-and-some-people-see-white-and-gold-in-the-same-picture/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/11/why-do-some-people-see-black-and-blue-and-some-people-see-white-and-gold-in-the-same-picture/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/10/if-you-are-struggling-with-science-what-should-you-do-do-you-have-any-tips/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/10/if-you-are-struggling-with-science-what-should-you-do-do-you-have-any-tips/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/10/if-you-are-struggling-with-science-what-should-you-do-do-you-have-any-tips/
http://erbiumm15.imascientist.org.uk/2015/03/10/if-you-are-struggling-with-science-what-should-you-do-do-you-have-any-tips/


+44 1225 326892 | antony@gallomanor.com  

 

Examples of good engagement 

Tom and Imogen were particularly good at engaging students in the live chats generally. Even the more disruptive 

students seemed to enjoy chatting to them about surfing, video games and other hobbies. The live chats were 

always full of great questions, both on topic and off. There were a few “left field” questions that the scientists, 

particularly Tom, answered brilliantly: 

“How much does the sky weigh?” – Student 

 

“The Earth has a surface area of 197 million square miles. Multiply that by four billion to give you the number 

of square inches. With atmospheric pressure being an average 14.7 lbs (6.6kg) per square inch, this means 

that the sky weighs roughly 5.2 million billion metric tons.” – Tom, scientist 

 

“I never knew this! Awesome, Tom!” – Imogen, scientist 

 

The students also asked about careers and school, and the scientists were good at giving out simple and important 

advice. 

“Science is a really fun job which changes daily and takes hard work but the rewards are great and if you 
want to travel and have money it's a good job” – Jen, scientist 
 
“I would save study something you are passionate about. If there is something you want to change, like 
pollution, go for it!” – Imogen, scientist 
 
“Great advice!!” – Student 

 

Scientist winner: Imogen Napper 

Imogen’ plans for the prize money: “I’d donate it to a charity called the Marine Conservation 
Society, who I volunteer with, so that they can train more people like myself to give talks in 
schools about the protection of the ocean.”  Read Imogen’s thank you message. 

Student winner: SMILEY_FACE_:) 

For great engagement during the event, this student will receive a gift voucher and a certificate.  

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments made 

during the event… 

  “You guys are so fascinating” – Beth 

da Koala, student 

“#bestsciencelessonever” – Anna L, 

student 
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