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March 2015 

The Holmium Zone was a general science zone and one of the busiest during March, with a very high percentage 

(92%) of the 444 students active on the site. Many of the participating schools registered multiple classes resulting in 

one of the largest zones. The students cast the most votes of any March zone (430) and there were a high number of 

comments left on the scientists’ answers. The scientists were researching a variety of subjects, including patterns in 

nature, materials for lasers and computer modelling water, and this diversity was reflected in the questions students 

asked. There was variation in how much the scientists engaged but Zena was consistently well engaged, and she and 

Frank both only missed one live chat during the two weeks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

   

 

 

Scientist  
Profile 

views 
Position 

Frank Longford 1,796 Winner 

Zena Hadjivasiliou 1,428 2nd 

Ian Sandal 1,256 3rd 

Isabel Pires 1,194 4th 

Jared Parnell 1,063 5th 
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Popular topics 

General science questions were often topical, 

and included questions about ebola, about 

evolution and about the potential fate of the 

Some of these general questions, however, 

seemed to be inspired more by curiosity than 

media coverage, such as “can dogs only see in 

black and white?” and “what are meteorites 

made of?”. 

Each scientist received several questions directed only at them, about their area of research. Isabel in particular was 

asked many questions about the nature of, causes of, and ways to cure cancer, such as “what is the worst kind of 

cancer”, and Ian also received many questions about lasers. Zena was asked lots of questions that pertained either to 

her study of patterns in nature or to her study of sexual cells  

There was a great deal of interest in the scientists’ education, with some students demonstrating a lack of familiarity 

with the routes that can be taken to a career in science, for example, “what is MChem?” and “how did you become a 

scientist”. Furthermore, students were interested to know what it is like to work as a scientist - suggested by 

questions such as “what is the best part of being a scientist or mathematician or biologist?” and “is being a scientist 

stressful?”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 HOLMIUM 

ZONE 

MARCH 

‘15 ZONES 

AVERAGE 

IAS  
AVERAGE 

Students 444 383 338 

% of students active in 
ASK, CHAT or VOTE 92% 87% 83% 

Questions asked 648 496 713 

Questions approved 333 238 297 

Answers given 392 495 540 

Comments 69 45 86 

Votes 430 299 270 

Lines of live chat  5,715 5,467 4,437 

Live chats 16 17 13 

Average lines of live 
chat 357 331 335 

Schools 
8 10 8 

PAGE VIEWS HOLMIUM 

ZONE 

MARCH ‘15 

ZONES 

AVERAGE 

Total zone 53,169 36,564 

ASK page 4,100 2,481 

CHAT page 11,107 4,878 

VOTE page 4,020 2,422 

Key figures from the Holmium Zone, and the average of 
the March zones 

 

Keywords from live chats in the zone, size of the word represents its popularity 
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Example Questions 

(click for links) 

  

“How do water 
skaters walk on 
water if water is a 
liquid not solid?” 

“How is cancer 
cured?” 

 

“Can you tell a person’s 
appearance, before 
they're born, by using a 
sex cell?” 

“If you could go back 
to any era to teach 
the people of that 
time basic science 
which would it be?” 

“When do you 
ever use maths 
in your work?” 

 

“What is fragile X 
syndrome and how 
does it affect the 
human body and 
mind?” 

“Will we become 
extinct due to the 
overruling of 
electronics?” 

“How do you 
know there is 
near to know 
oxygen in 
tumours?” 

“What is the coolest 

thing you know about 

lasers?” 

“Why are there 
different genders off 
animals and humans 
and not for plants?” 

“How will pollution 
affect species 
reproduction?” 

“What causes 
diseases and 
how do people 
grow tall or 
short?” 

“Do you get 

contradicted by 

religious people 

often?” 

”Do you think there is 
all ways be a cure for 
every illness?” 

 “Do you think that 
alien life will come 
on earth?” 

“Why do 
different 
animals have a 
different life 
span?” 

Keywords of questions asked in the zone, length of bar represents frequency of use 
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Examples of good engagement 

The students generally seemed highly engaged in the chats, as evidenced by the occurrence of follow-up questions 

asking for clarification or further detail, for example: 

 “Sure we could live on Mars, but we'll need to do a lot of terraforming first if we wanted to be able to walk around it 

without using space suits.” – Frank, scientist  

“What is terraforming? – Student  

“Terraforming involves changing the atmosphere and environment of a planet by introducing gasses and chemicals to it. 

Basically on Mars we could "make" and atmosphere in the same way one developed on Earth but just much faster. With 

an atmosphere, the surface temperature of Mars would be increased, so it could support vital chemicals such as liquid 

water and oxygen, and therefore life?” – Frank, scientist 

“So basically terraforming is creating a new atmosphere.” – Student 

Many students were interested to know what it is like to be a scientist, and the scientists positively yet frankly: 

“Does your work effect your emotions?” – Student 

“I don’t like it when a well planned experiment does not work… and also, as a lecturer, I do a lot of paperwork, which is 

not as fun as doing science” – Isabel, scientist 

“Yes my work certainly affects the way I feel! I can be excited and happy when I find something new! But sometimes I 

feel frustrated when things are hard to understand or when I get stuck.” – Zena, scientist 

Scientist winner: Frank Longford 

Frank’s plans for the prize money: “I would spend the €500 on buying parts for a LEGO watt 
balance, which would be able to measure Planck’s constant – the universal constant that is at the 
heart of all modern physics – which could be assembled and run in a classroom. Usually physical 
constants can only be measured by amazingly sensitive and expensive instruments and so being 
able to “play” with one made out of LEGO would allow students to bridge the gap between their 
world and a scientist’s. It would also bring some joy into a few scientists’ worlds as well.” 

Read Frank’s thank you message. 

Student winner: Derynxx 

For great engagement during the event, this student will receive a gift voucher and a certificate.  

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments made 

during the event… 

  “If I don’t get to chat to you again this was very 

interesting and it helped me with the questions I 

was stuck on” – Grace, student  

“I love this so much! We get to ask questions and 

you actually answer! <3” – May_bae, student 
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