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March 2016 

The Gold Zone was a general primary school zone funded by the Wellcome Trust. Omur studies how stem cells 

become neurons to help cure brain disease, Chris looks at the birth and formulation of galaxies, Hayley researches 

sleep and how DNA relates to people’s sleeping patterns, Maddison creates tiny structures to improve smartphones 

and Jimi works with mass spectrometers to help fight cancer. The zone was very quiet during the first week, however 

in the second week activity picked up and it became the one of busiest zones in the March event, with the highest 

number of questions approved and answers given. Students were interested in the work of the scientists, especially 

on the topics of cancer and sleep. There was an extremely high number of comments, with 629 in total and over 90% 

of student comments were from Lathom Junior School. Students interacted really well with this section and used it 

to ask further questions and also to discuss with each other, as well as the scientists, their ideas. 
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Popular topics 

Questions within this zone were extremely 

varied. There were many instances where 

students were questioning the world around 

them and their own personal experiences, 

for example asking why we get dizzy, why we 

find it hard to say tongue twisters and what 

makes us cry when we are cutting up an 

onion.  

There were a few questions about the 

scientists’ career and day to day roles, 

however students preferred to ask about the 

scientists’ individual research and work. For example, Chris received many questions on space with students wanting 

to know about black holes and planets, Omur was asked about her research on the brain and Jimi was asked about 

the different types of cancer and how it affects people. Students continued questioning the scientists through the 

comments section, and Hayley was especially good at replying here and asking students for their thoughts. 

Within the chats there were some questions about autism, with students showing an interest in differences in the 

brain of an autistic person. There was also quite a lot of interest in the human body, with questions about why we 

need oxygen and what our hearts do. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 GOLD 

ZONE 

MAR ‘16 

ZONES 

AVERAGE 

IAS 2012-15 
AVERAGE 

Schools 11 12 10 

Students logged 

in 371 461 360 

% of students 
active in ASK, 
CHAT or VOTE 

94% 87% 85% 

Questions asked 979 642 712 

Questions 

approved 475 287 306 

Answers given 986 586 555 

Comments 629 132 80 

Votes 351 352 286 

Live chats 15 19 15 

Lines of live chat 8,223 6,750 4,970 

Average lines per 
live chat 548 364 339 

PAGE VIEWS GOLD 

 ZONE 

MAR ‘16 

ZONES 

AVERAGE 

Total zone 31,360 26,007 

ASK page 3,057 1,896 

CHAT page 2,452 3,412 

VOTE page 1,997 1,820 

Keywords from live chats in the zone, size of the word represents its popularity 

Key figures from the Gold Zone and the averages of the March zones 
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Example  
Questions 

(click for links) 

 
“How do 

planets form 

and move?” 

“How does the 

temperature change on 

Earth?” 

“What is bigger than 

the universe?” 

 
“Do our brains ever 

fall asleep?” 

“If you have not had 

your breakfast, how will 

this affect your brain?” 

“My Dad is very fit, 

will this carry out in 

my genes too?” 

 

“What is the 

chemical in an 

onion that makes 

water pour out of 

your eyes?” 

 

“Will the sun ever 

burst?” 

“What would happen 

if you had too much 

sleep?” 

    
   “Why do plants     
   breathe in our waste   
  carbon dioxide when  
  they are a living thing?” 

“Why is sleep so 

important?” 
“Can brains be different 

shapes?” 

“Why do we lose our 

hair when we have 

cancer?” 

“Can you be born 

with cancer?” 

“Why do people get 

grey hairs when 

they are stressed?” 

“How many different 
types of autism are 
there?” 

“Why do we feel 

dizzy when we spin?” 

Keywords of questions approves in the zone, length of bar represents frequency of use 
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Examples of good engagement 

The comments section in this zone was lively with some good conversations between scientists and students, as well 

as students discussing between themselves. What follows is an example of a conversation through comments left 

under the question ‘How does our brain work’: 

 

“Won’t our brains sleep or take a rest?”– Student  

 

“So our brains don’t sleep but they do rest. They have a little nap. When you daydream or when you are going 

off to sleep, the activity in the brain changes and slows down a bit!” – Hayley, scientist 

 

“So our brains never work and they are always doing something even if it’s dreaming” – Student 

 

“I think you mean our brains are always working” – Student 

 

“Your brain doesn’t sleep otherwise you can’t dream or you will seem blank.” – Student 

 

“I don’t think our brains will ever go to sleep. I read lots of books and all of them say our brains never go to 

sleep. While you are sleeping information moves to the back of your brain. While it does this some of the info 

will fall into the “dream cloud” and this is why we get dreams. We will get the dream depending on what fell 

into the dream cloud. I hope this helps if I get this wrong please correct me.” – Student 

 

“This is perfect! The dream bit is very complicated. We aren’t entirely sure why we have dreams yet though. 

Sometimes it might be that we dream about what we have done that day and things we have said or 

watched. We also do things in our dreams like flying which we can’t do during normal life!! So maybe dreams 

allow us to do things we can’t!” – Hayley, scientist 

 

“Guys I really thank you for posting your comments. Now I have the clear answer for my question” – Student 

 

Scientist winner: Hayley 

Hayley’s plans for the prize money: “I want to work to mobilise schools and communities in 
the South West of England and Wales from difficult socio-economic backgrounds. I would like 
to create a series of leaflets, videos, lectures and exhibitions about genetic syndromes and 
sleep.” Read Hayley’s thank you message. 

Student winner: widow 

For great engagement during the event, this student will receive a gift voucher and a certificate.  

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments made 

during the event… 

 

 

 

“My school is absolutely buzzing about 'I'm a 

Scientist'. Children are spending hours at home 

looking at questions. They don't want to go out for 

lunch, so they can spend time on it!” - Teacher 

“It's a really fun way to learn about science. You get to chat 

and learn from real scientists by typing. AMAZING!” – 

Student 

“I have learnt that any dream could be possible, like i wanted 

to meet a scientist and my dream came true.” – Student  
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