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Friskney All Saints CofE Primary School* St Leonard's CofE Primary School
Inglehurst Infant School Doonfoot Primary School*
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Scientist  
Profile 

views 
Position 

Lauren Burt 1,313 Winner 

Michael Rivera 1,292 2nd 

Sarah Hunak 1,631 3rd 

Marisol Collins 979 4th 

Sophie Nedelec 1,293 5th 

Scientist activity 

* Widening participation schools, as defined at http://about.imascientist.org.uk/2016/widening-participation-2016 

This zone was funded by Wellcome and is a general science zone for Primary Schools, which focusses on how scientists 

work. People doing scientific research need to use a range of investigative skills, many of which are used in science 

lessons at school. The five scientists in this zone use identifying, observation, classifying, testing or pattern spotting 

skills in their research. We hoped that from talking to the scientists, students would be able to find out the similar 

things they do in school that the scientists do in their jobs. 

Sophie (identifying) studies animal behaviour to try and understand how humans are changing the natural 

environment, Sarah (observation) works on radiation protection and Michael (classifying) is an archaeologist who 

looks at bones to learn about how people lived ten thousand years ago. Marisol (testing) looks at a parasite of dogs to 

try and prevent it spreading to other species and Lauren (pattern spotting) researches how storms are changing our 

coastline. Lauren was the winner of this zone. 
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PAGE VIEWS INVESTIGATION 

ZONE 

NOV ‘16 

ZONES 

AVERAGE 

Total zone 32,189 28,763 

ASK page 3,189 2,580 

CHAT page 3,940 3,035 

VOTE page 2,832 2,124 

 INVESTIGATION   

ZONE 

NOV ‘16 

ZONES 

AVERAGE 

IAS 2012-16 
AVERAGE 

Schools 15 15 10 

Students 

logged in 654 512 372 

% of students 
active in ASK, 
CHAT or 
VOTE 

87% 87% 85% 

Questions 

asked 788 961 718 

Questions 

approved 474 408 309 

Answers 

given 565 520 553 

Comments 106 72 78 

Votes 459 413 295 

Live chats 21 19 15 

Lines of live 

chat 8,815 5,474 5,202 

Average lines 
per live chat 420 400 343 

Keywords from live chats in the zone, size of the word represents its popularity 

Key figures from the Investigation Zone and the averages of the November zones 

 

While the zone was themed to encourage 

students to ask about the way the scientists 

worked, students didn’t ask a lot of questions 

about this, instead asking more factual 

questions about the scientists’ areas of work. 

By far, the two most popular topics were 

bones and animals. Michael’s work had 

captured the students’ imaginations and he 

was asked all sorts of bone-related questions; 

what is the biggest bone, most important 

bone or oldest bone he’s found. Students 

wanted to know how he can identify different 

bones to know whether they are male or 

female and how old they are. There were also 

some questions about animal bones. 

Marisol and Sophie received lots of questions about animals in relation to their own research. Sarah was asked a lot 

about radiation, with many students asking her to explain what radiation is and how it is harmful. Lauren’ s work 

with storms encouraged a lot of questions, but she also engaged a lot with the more general questions and back-

and-forth chat with the students, which led to her receiving more general questions about being a scientist. 
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“Have you ever found a 

dinosaur bone?” 

 

Example  
Questions 

(click for 
links) 

  
“Do you ever feel like you 

are going to mess up and 

harm the animal?” 

“How did animals 

know how to adapt to 

their surroundings?” 

 
“What is the most 

radioactive place you 

have been to?” 

“What is the most 

dangerous thing in the 

sea?” 

“Is it possible to 

communicate with 

animals?” 

 
“Can you tell which 

dog it is from their 

poo?” 

“What did caveman eat?” 

“Do other scientists 

ever criticise you work 

and if they do what do 

you say about it?” 

    
   
“How could you 
investigate the 
reason for whales 
for becoming 
beached?” 

 

“What's the worst 

storm that's been on 

the coast ever?” 

“How do you know if you 

found a female or male or 

an old persons bone?” 

“What does radiation 

do to people?” 

“Which bone is 
the most 
important?” 

“Do you travel the 

world doing 

science?” 

 
“What is the most disease 
ridden animal other than 
rats and what disease 
does it carry?” 

 

“How do you get a 

disease from a pet that 

has good hygiene?” 

Keywords of questions approved in the zone, length of bar represents frequency of use 

mailto:antony@gallomanor.com
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/06/have-you-ever-found-a-dino-bone/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/06/have-you-ever-found-a-dino-bone/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/10/do-you-ever-feel-like-you-are-going-to-mess-up-and-harm-the-annimal-and-or-kill-it/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/10/do-you-ever-feel-like-you-are-going-to-mess-up-and-harm-the-annimal-and-or-kill-it/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/10/do-you-ever-feel-like-you-are-going-to-mess-up-and-harm-the-annimal-and-or-kill-it/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/08/how-did-animals-know-how-to-adapt-to-there-surroundings/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/08/how-did-animals-know-how-to-adapt-to-there-surroundings/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/08/how-did-animals-know-how-to-adapt-to-there-surroundings/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/16/what-is-the-most-radiated-place-yo-have-been-to/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/16/what-is-the-most-radiated-place-yo-have-been-to/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/16/what-is-the-most-radiated-place-yo-have-been-to/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/14/what-is-the-most-dangerous-thing-in-the-sea/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/14/what-is-the-most-dangerous-thing-in-the-sea/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/14/what-is-the-most-dangerous-thing-in-the-sea/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/09/is-it-possible-to-communicate-with-animals-i-mean-like-to-talk-to-them-and-they-would-understand-you/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/09/is-it-possible-to-communicate-with-animals-i-mean-like-to-talk-to-them-and-they-would-understand-you/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/09/is-it-possible-to-communicate-with-animals-i-mean-like-to-talk-to-them-and-they-would-understand-you/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/15/can-you-tell-which-dog-it-is-from-there-poo/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/15/can-you-tell-which-dog-it-is-from-there-poo/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/15/can-you-tell-which-dog-it-is-from-there-poo/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/06/what-did-caveman-eat/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/17/do-other-scientists-ever-criticize-you-work-and-if-they-do-what-do-you-say-or-act-about-it/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/17/do-other-scientists-ever-criticize-you-work-and-if-they-do-what-do-you-say-or-act-about-it/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/17/do-other-scientists-ever-criticize-you-work-and-if-they-do-what-do-you-say-or-act-about-it/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/17/do-other-scientists-ever-criticize-you-work-and-if-they-do-what-do-you-say-or-act-about-it/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/16/how-could-you-investergate-the-reson-for-whales-for-becomeing-beached/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/16/how-could-you-investergate-the-reson-for-whales-for-becomeing-beached/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/16/how-could-you-investergate-the-reson-for-whales-for-becomeing-beached/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/16/how-could-you-investergate-the-reson-for-whales-for-becomeing-beached/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/16/how-could-you-investergate-the-reson-for-whales-for-becomeing-beached/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/16/how-could-you-investergate-the-reson-for-whales-for-becomeing-beached/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/08/whats-the-worst-storm-thats-been-on-the-coast-ever/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/08/whats-the-worst-storm-thats-been-on-the-coast-ever/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/08/whats-the-worst-storm-thats-been-on-the-coast-ever/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/07/how-do-you-know-if-you-found-a-female-or-male-or-an-old-persons-bone/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/07/how-do-you-know-if-you-found-a-female-or-male-or-an-old-persons-bone/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/07/how-do-you-know-if-you-found-a-female-or-male-or-an-old-persons-bone/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/15/what-does-radiation-do-to-people/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/15/what-does-radiation-do-to-people/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/16/which-bone-is-the-most-important/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/16/which-bone-is-the-most-important/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/16/which-bone-is-the-most-important/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/06/do-you-travel-the-world-doing-science/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/06/do-you-travel-the-world-doing-science/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/06/do-you-travel-the-world-doing-science/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/08/what-is-the-most-disease-ridden-animal-other-than-rats-and-what-disease-does-it-carry/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/08/what-is-the-most-disease-ridden-animal-other-than-rats-and-what-disease-does-it-carry/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/08/what-is-the-most-disease-ridden-animal-other-than-rats-and-what-disease-does-it-carry/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/08/what-is-the-most-disease-ridden-animal-other-than-rats-and-what-disease-does-it-carry/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/08/how-do-you-get-a-disease-from-a-pet-that-has-good-hygiene/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/08/how-do-you-get-a-disease-from-a-pet-that-has-good-hygiene/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/08/how-do-you-get-a-disease-from-a-pet-that-has-good-hygiene/
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Examples of good engagement 

All of the scientists were great at explaining their research area in simple terms, using language suitable for primary 

aged students. They would often relate parts of their work to situations the students could identify with, for example 

Marisol explaining how animals transmit diseases: 

 

“How do we get animal diseases?”– Student  

 

“That's such a good question! We can get diseases from animals because we often share our lives and the 

space we live in with them. Some animals we also eat too - like chicken and beef, and we can get bacterial 

infections if the meat is not fresh or clean. From our pets, we can get infections too, especially if we don't 

wash our hands after cuddling them, or if they lick your face!” – Marisol, scientist 

 

The students engaged really well with the scientists’ research areas. Michael especially received a lot of interest in 

his work with bones and was good at explaining the use of bones in the human body. 

 

“Michael can one survive without any bones?” – Student  

 

“I don't think you could survive without bones! Bones allow us to stand upright, they support our organs and 

body weight, they protect our brain and they allow us to move! We'd just be a useless mess on the floor 

without bones!” – Michael, scientist 

 

“But would that mess on the floor be alive???” – Student 

 

“Probably not! You need bones to give you structure, to allow you to move around and feed yourself, and to 

protect your heart, lungs and brain from outside forces!” – Michael, scientist 

 

Scientist winner: Lauren Burt 

Lauren’s plans for the prize money: “I would love to be able to promote my subject to others. I 
already visit schools to promote my science, but find that I need to collect footage of what we 
do and why to put this into a video as it helps to explain how important this job is!”  Read 
Lauren’s thank you message. 

Student winner: Dr. Virag 

For great engagement during the event, this student will receive a gift voucher and a certificate.  

Feedback  

We ran this zone slightly differently to our usual primary zones. We 

selected the five scientists because of the way they worked, in the hope 

that students would be able to find parallels between the scientists’ work 

and the kinds of things that the students do in school. We also sent the 

participating scientists an email where we explained the zone and asked 

them to make sure their profile and answers were primary friendly by 

simplifying their language. 

 

“The competition has been 

great! It's been really cool to 

speak to so many students and 

schools in two weeks - I've 

talked to schools before, but 

never this many, this quickly!” – 

Michael, scientist 

mailto:antony@gallomanor.com
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/2016/11/22/thank-you-from-your-winner-lauren/
http://investigationn16.imascientist.org.uk/profile/laurenburt/
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“I have learnt many things 

involving science, and just how 

many areas of it there are, all 

viewed from different points 

and scientists!” – Student  

We spoke to some of the teachers who took part in the zone and asked them whether their classes saw any parallels 

between their work in school and the work of the scientists, as well as whether they found the language used 

primary friendly. 

A teacher at Irchester Community Primary School told us they had 

expected their students to ask more questions about how the scientists 

worked than they did. However, they said that this was the best zone they 

have taken part in because the students were able to easily relate to the 

work the scientists were doing. They think this is because the scientists 

made the effort to describe their work in terms of how they do it, which 

made a huge difference to the students’ understanding. 

A teacher at St Mary’s Primary also said that the language used by the scientists and the way they explained their 

work was completely primary friendly. They didn’t necessarily notice the focus on working scientifically, but were still 

very positive about the interactions between scientists and students. 

A teacher at Inglehurst Junior made similar comments. They mentioned that they tried to encourage students to ask 

questions about the way the scientists work, but found students were more interested in asking other things. They 

did notice that students were using their ‘working scientifically language’, although not necessarily to find parallels 

between what they do and what the scientists do. 

Briefing the scientists to make sure their language is primary friendly seemed to make a difference to how easily the 

students could understand and engage with their work. We need to think about how to brief scientists for future 

primary zones, and whether we should be asking them to consider how they work when writing their profile and 

talking with students. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:antony@gallomanor.com

