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Scientist  
Profile 

views 
Position 

Zarah Pattison 1,029 Winner 

Kon Drousiotis 938 2nd 

Jena Bates 783 3rd 

Freddie Morrison 667 4th 

Kirsten Brandt 641 5th 

Scientist activity 

* Widening participation schools, as defined at http://about.imascientist.org.uk/2016/widening-participation-2016 

The Plants Zone was a themed zone funded by Wellcome. Zarah, who was the winner in this zone, is an invasion 

ecologist who studies alien plants and how they can affect native plants in the UK, Kon is a PhD student teaching 

bacteria how to find and eat sugars from plants and Kirsten is researching why vegetables are good for us. Jena is an 

archaeologist who studies how people used plants in the past and Freddie is researching how to use molecules to 

make plants grow bigger and healthier. 

All of the scientists were active within the ASK sections and live chats. Jena provided just under half of all 243 

answers from the scientists, and between them Zarah and Kon made up over half of all live chat lines by scientists. 
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PAGE VIEWS PLANTS 

ZONE 

NOV ‘16 

ZONES 

AVERAGE 

Total zone 21,857 28,763 

ASK page 1,687 2,580 

CHAT page 2,057 3,035 

VOTE page 1,760 2,124 

 PLANTS   

ZONE 

NOV ‘16 

ZONES 

AVERAGE 

IAS 2012-16 
AVERAGE 

Schools 15 15 10 

Students 

logged in 437 512 372 

% of students 
active in ASK, 
CHAT or 
VOTE 

87% 87% 85% 

Questions 

asked 562 961 718 

Questions 

approved 246 408 309 

Answers 

given 243 520 553 

Comments 38 72 78 

Votes 345 413 295 

Live chats 20 19 15 

Lines of live 

chat 6,477 5,474 5,202 

Average lines 
per live chat 324 400 343 

Keywords from live chats in the zone, size of the word represents its popularity 

Key figures from the Plants Zone and the averages of the November zones 

 

Many questions revolved around jobs and the 

different experiences the scientists have had 

during their careers, and what differs 

between different types of scientists. They 

were asked how long they had worked in 

science and whether their parents were 

scientists too.  There was also an interest in 

different career paths, the grades the 

scientists got at school and what grades are 

needed to get into a science course at 

University. Zarah was very open about her 

career path, as she had worked as a makeup 

artist before deciding to study science in the 

evenings then going to University later in her 

twenties.  

Some students asked very specific plant related questions, on topics such as photosynthesis and how plants can 

communicate or retain memories. Zarah received a lot of questions about her work and the different types of alien 

plants that grow in the UK.  There was also interest in travelling and where the scientists have been able to go with 

their jobs. Students found common interests with the scientists to bond over, for example Jena’s love for Star Wars. 
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Example  
Questions 

(click for 
links) 

  

“I have read that 

plants are able to 

“communicate" 

together from root to 

root, can you explain 

how?” 

“What are the benefits 

of burning elephant 

poo?” 

 

 

 

               “What is your  

               best fact?” 

“How come you 

worked at MAC and 

then how did you get 

your job in science?” 

“What are the most 

poisonous plants for a 

human being? Why 

are they so 

dangerous?” 

 
 

“What plant do you use 

most?” 

 

“As a scientist do you 

look at things 

differently because 

you know what they 

are really made of?” 

“What do you think 

makes us human?” 

 
“What allows a 
plant to be 
categorised as an 
alien plant?” 

 

“If you were alone in a 

forest and had to 

survive for a couple of 

days only thanks to the 

plants around, which 

ones would be the most 

useful?” 

“What makes a good 

scientist in your sector 

of work?” 

“How do you teach 

bacteria to find, grab 

and eat sugars from 

plants?” 

 
“Is it possible to 
get all of the 
bacteria off your 
hands?” 

 

“How can a plant can 

form, retain, and recall 

its memory, just like 

humans do?” 

“How is your work on 
bacteria useful and 
effective to the 
public?” 

 

“Can the central part 

of a broccoli perform 

photosynthesis?” 

Keywords of questions approved in the zone, length of bar represents frequency of use 
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Examples of good engagement 

There were lots of questions for Zarah about the different types of alien plants she has worked with, which seemed 

to really capture the students’ imaginations. 

 

“What is your favourite alien plant species?”– Student  

 

“Kudzu vine because it takes over whole forests like a blanket”– Zarah, scientist 

 

“What is the most outrageous alien plant that you have found?”– Student  

 

“The craziest plant I have studied so far is Himalayan balsam. It has exploding seed pods and can grow as tall 

as tree even though its stems are hollow and not made of wood!”– Zarah, scientist 

 

Sometimes the students asked more general questions about working as a scientist, and Jena was good at relating 

these simple questions to her own research and engaging the students with interesting facts about her work. 

 

“Jena what’s the best part of being a scientist?” – Student  

 

“Finding things that no one else has found out! As an archaeologist I also get to see things no one has seen 

for thousands of years.” – Jena, scientist 

 

“What kind of things do you see?” – Student 

 

“All sorts! At the moment I have some wheat, barley and rice grains from 5000 years ago under my 

microscope in front of me!” – Jena, scientist 

 

Scientist winner: Zarah Pattison 

Zarah’s plans for the prize money: “Enable students from local schools to get outside and do 
fieldwork, to experience science first hand! One of the best parts of being a scientist is getting 
out into the field and collecting samples, exploring your study site and going to places you 
wouldn’t normally go if you weren’t a scientist. I really want students to experience this part 
of science! Get out of the classroom and have some adventures.”  Read Zarah’s thank you 
message. 

Student winner: SUPER NOVA 

For great engagement during the event, this student will receive a gift voucher and a certificate.  

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments made 

during the event… 

 

 

“The format is a great idea, novel 

and fits in easily around other work 

commitments” – Scientist 

“I’m thankful that I got to take part in this and 

I hope I get to do this again.” – Student 
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