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Ferndown Middle School (R) St Mary's Primary School (R) Gunton Primary Academy (R)

St Paul's Speyside High School (R) Fulford School

Hayesfield Girls School Oxford High School GDST Kingsthorpe College (WP)

George Abbot School St Joseph's Catholic Academy (WP) Teddington School

The Boulevard Academy (WP)

We want to increase the participation of under-represented groups going into STEM careers. Find out what we mean 

by our Widening Participation (WP) and Rural (R) schools, and how you can support us in working with more of these at 

about.imascientist.org.uk/widening-participation. 

 

 

The Animal Behaviour Zone was a themed zone funded by The Association for the Study of Animal Behaviour (ASAB). 

Rupert is a lecturer teaching animal behaviour and studying why birds sing, Ines is an ecologist studying how a 

particular species of fish is being affected by its environment and Ellen is a PhD student looking at how elephants 

interact with each other. Cedric is a conservation biologist looking at the behaviour of the Malaysian clouded leopard 

and Carrie, the winner of the zone, is a senior lecturer teaching animal behaviour and welfare. 

The Animal Behaviour Zone was one of the busiest zones in March 2017’s I’m a Scientist, with a higher than average 

number of questions asked, comments and lines of live chat. All five scientists were active within the ASK section and 

live chats, between them providing over 1,200 answers. 

The zone theme was very popular, with students interested in the facts and the science behind animal behaviour as 
well as the day to day work of the scientists. The topic as a whole was clearly easily understood and highly engaging 
for the students. 
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Popular topics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scientist  
Profile 

views 
Position 

Carrie Ijichi 933 Winner 

Rupert Marshall 1,111 2nd 

Ellen Williams 710 3rd 

Ines Goncalves 713 4th 

Cedric Tan 1,056 5th 

 ANIMAL 

BEHAVIOUR   

ZONE 

MAR ‘17 

ZONES 

AVERAGE 

IAS 2012-17 
AVERAGE 

Schools 13 13 10 

Students 

logged in 521 455 376 

% of students 
active in ASK, 
CHAT or 
VOTE 

85% 80% 85% 

Questions 

asked 1,050 594 713 

Questions 

approved 466 276 307 

Answers 

given 1,230 482 549 

Comments 113 47 77 

Votes 350 307 296 

Live chats 18 17 15 

Lines of live 

chat 8,252 6,543 5,265 

Average lines 
per live chat 458 379 348 

PAGE VIEWS ANIMAL 

BEHAVIOUR 

ZONE 

MAR ‘17 

ZONES 

AVERAGE 

Total zone 28,530 18,600 

ASK page 2,679 1,451 

CHAT page 1,881 1,703 

VOTE page 1,619 1,523 

Scientist activity 

Key figures from the Animal Behaviour Zone and the averages of the March zones 

 

One of the most popular topics was 

elephants, with students intrigued by the idea 

of elephants having best friends, asking Ellen 

how they communicate, how they work 

together, how we know about their emotions, 

and so on. Birds and bird song were also very 

popular, with Rupert and the other scientists 

being asked about the variety of birds, how 

they live in the wild and how much we 

understand about their communication. 

There were also a lot of questions about 

communication in other species, between 

themselves or with humans and other 

animals. 
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Keywords from live chats in the zone, size of the word represents its popularity 

Another popular topic was how students might understand their pets better, asking why they eat or drink in the 
way they do, why they act a certain way, and how to make sure they’re well kept. 
 

There was also a lot of interest in the scientists themselves, their motivations, their hopes, the best and worst 

things about their work and the different discoveries they had made. 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Reporting a positive attitude to
Science

Plan to choose science subject at the
next stage of their education

% 

Students’ attitudes to STEM 

Figures are averages from I’m a Scientist Zones run between 2012 and 2015. We’re still collecting feedback for March 

2017, but we expect to see a similar positive change.  

Pre-event 

Post-event 

We ask students directly about how they feel about science, before and after taking part in the event. It’s 

clear that participating in I’m a Scientist has an overall positive effect on students’ attitudes to science: 
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Example Questions 
(click for links) 

 

 

“Can animals 

imagine and/or 

daydream?” 

“Does the species of 

the bird determine 

where will he 

migrate?” 

“Why do elephants 

grieve over other 

elephants deaths?” 

 

“How many different 

experiments have you 

completed and what is 

your favourite?” 

“Do dogs understand 

us when we speak?” 

“How do animals 

communicate? Does it 

depend on the 

organism?” 

 

“What did your friends 

and family think about 

what and why you are 

studying?” 

 

“What’s the most 

satisfying thing about 

your work?” 

“Why dogs and cats 

drink water the way 

they do?” 

 
 
 
 
“Do chickens go 
through puberty?” 

 

“If you study birds are 

you vegetarian, or do 

you eat meat but not 

birds, or do you eat 

birds anyway?” 

“Can fish see as clearly 

as us, in water?” 

“Could bird song/calls 

help us understand 

how humans 

communicate and 

why we communicate 

the way we do in any 

way?” 

“I have just got my 
two male rabbits 
castrated. Why are 
they still mating 
each other?” 

“How do you finance 

your scientific 

discoveries and 

research?” 

“Does it help horses 

have the eyes at the 

side of the head 

instead of in front of 

the head?” 

“How much do you 

enjoy your work and 

why?” 

Keywords of questions approved in the zone, length of bar represents frequency of use 
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Examples of good engagement 

Students showed a genuine interest in the research areas of the scientists, and the different parts of their jobs. Ellen 

especially received a lot of questions about her work with elephants: 

 

“What’s the downs of studying elephants :(”– Student  

 

“Some of my study elephants have passed away, that was a really tough time, especially when I lost two 

calves :(” – Ellen, scientist 

 

“That must have been really hard!” – Student 

 

“Really hard, they become like pets!” – Ellen, scientist 

 

“I wouldn’t like to lose an elephant.” – Student 

 

Lots of conversations were about the different things the scientists had seen and done during their jobs: 

 

“Have you ever seen an endangered animal give birth live????”– Student  

 

“Only on television! I’ve seen a bird lay an egg–very fast and suddenly there it was. I’ve watched eggs hatch – 

some chicks take a long time to fight their way out but it’s amazing when they’re so small” – Rupert, scientist 

 

“Oh I’ve seen a giraffe give birth through cctv. Wasn’t that great…”– Student  

 

“It made me feel a bit ill tbh…” – Rupert, scientist 

 

 

Scientist winner: Carrie Ijichi 

Carrie’s plans for the prize money: “I’d like to build on the success of a previous BioBlitz event we 

ran at Hartpury College. We’d use the prize money to run loads of events to teach biodiversity to 

local school children. We’d survey wildlife on the beautiful college estate which covers 360 

hecters (= really big!).”  Read Carrie’s thank you message. 

Student winner: Joe  

For great engagement during the event, this student will receive a gift voucher and a certificate. 

 

Feedback  

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments made 

during the event… 

 

 

 

 

“This is propa interesting thank you all this 

was an amazing experience!” – Student 

“I am really enjoying the 

competition! The kids have asked 

some absolutely fantastic questions 

– some really thought provoking 

which is nice!” – Ellen, scientist 

“I really enjoyed the experience. I have never done 

anything like it before but I wouldn't hesitate to do 

something similar in the future” – Scientist 
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