
 

       01225 326892 | michaela@mangorol.la  

School data at a glance 

 

June 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Active Users

Questions Approved

Live Chat

Comments

The Deanery CofE High School and Sixth Form Ferndown Middle School (D)
Parmiter's School Churnet View Middle School (WP)
Preston School Academy (D) Caroline Chisholm School
Waddesdon Church of England School Slemish College
St Gilgin International School Heathfield Community College
Sawtry Community College Academy (D) Musselburgh Grammar School
Howell's School King Edward VI Handsworth School

We want to increase the participation of under-represented groups going into STEM careers. Find out what we mean 

by our Widening Participation (WP) and distant from a major research HEI (D) schools, and how you can support us in 

working with more of these at about.imascientist.org.uk/widening-participation. 

 

 

 

The Protactinium Zone was a general science zone funded by Wellcome. Thorrun is a community pharmacist working 
for Sykes Chemist, Nicolas is a Senior Lecturer in Physics and Astronomy who is studying the sun, and Helen is a 
science communicator for a biotechnology company that produces medicine for children. Dan, the winner of this 
zone, is a PhD student in chemistry studying tests for kidney disease and Amy is a research scientist looking at why 
people develop rare blood and bone marrow cancers. 
 
 
All the scientists took an active role within the event and students showed an interest in getting to know them as 
people, with the highest percentage of personal-themed questions out of all the zones in June’s event. The scientists 
were all really friendly and good at engaging at conversations with students, within both Live Chats and the ASK 
section. There were a higher number of comments than the average of June’s zones, and many of these were 
scientists and students continuing a conversation, with other students joining in. Such as this conversation with 
Nicolas about astronomy. 

mailto:michaela@mangorol.la
https://about.imascientist.org.uk/widening-participation/
https://protactiniumj17.imascientist.org.uk/2017/06/14/hey-nicolas-what-got-you-so-into-astronomy-and-what-made-you-pursue-it/
https://protactiniumj17.imascientist.org.uk/2017/06/14/hey-nicolas-what-got-you-so-into-astronomy-and-what-made-you-pursue-it/
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Key figures from the Protactinium Zone and the averages of the June zones 
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Scientist 
Profile 
views 

Position 

Daniel Smith 965 Winner 

Amy Grayson 884 2nd 

Nicolas Labrosse 845 3rd 

Helen Frost 704 4th 

Thorrun Govind 903 5th 

 

PROTACTINIUM   

ZONE 

JUNE ‘17 

ZONES 

AVERAGE 

IAS 2012-
17 

AVERAGE 

Schools 14 14 10 

Students logged in 578 498 381 

% of students active 
in ASK, CHAT or 
VOTE 

90% 89% 85% 

Questions asked 482 622 709 

Questions approved 227 271 306 

Answers given 251 400 543 

Comments 51 45 76 

Votes 401 382 299 

Live chats 23 21 16 

Lines of live chat 6,671 6,525 5,315 

Average lines per 
live chat 

290 311 344 

PAGE VIEWS 

PROTACTINIUM 

ZONE 

JUNE ‘17 

ZONES 

AVERAGE 

Total zone 19,624 20,354 

ASK page 1,252 1,630 

CHAT page 2,268 1,969 

VOTE page 2,039 1,741 

Scientist activity 

Lots of conversations in this zone focussed on 

working as a scientist and the different 

experiences the scientists have had in their 

jobs. Students wanted to know what the most 

difficult part of their jobs were, whether their 

work helps people or the environment, and 

about the challenges they faced at work. 

Because of Nicolas’ work in astronomy he received lots of questions about space. Students were interested in what 

he has found out from looking at the sun and were concerned that he might develop an eye condition from looking 

at it so much. He was also asked more general space questions, with many students curious about black holes, 

planets and stars. 

Students were interested in Thorrun’s work and what it was like working as a pharmacist – whether she finds it 

stressful or repetitive, and how she knows that the medicines she gives to patients won’t cause harmful side 

effects. Students also asked for advice on studying pharmacy at university and where Thorrun would recommend 

studying. 
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Keywords from live chats in the zone, size of the word represents its popularity 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Reporting a positive attitude to Science

Plan to choose science subject at the next
stage of their education

% 

Students’ attitudes to STEM 

Figures are averages from I’m a Scientist Zones run between 2012 and 2015. We’re still collecting feedback for June 

2017, but we expect to see a similar positive change.  

Pre-event 

Post-event 

We ask students directly about how they feel about science, before and after taking part in the event. It’s 

clear that participating in I’m a Scientist has an overall positive effect on students’ attitudes to science: 

There were other questions about education, with students asking which GCSEs they would need for a certain 

subject, whether the scientists were happy with the grades they got in their GCSEs and if they enjoyed their time as 

a student. 

Off topic, students often asked about ‘big’ subjects, like whether there is life after death, whether we will ever find 

a cure for every disease and if scientists should be allowed to test on animals. 
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Where are you in your 

picture and are you 

hiking? Because I like 

hiking and camping too. 

 

What universities 

would you recommend 

for pursuing a career in 

pharmacy? 

What GCSE's do you 

need to have, or do 

you need any at all? 

 

Why does type 1 

diabetes increase the 

likelihood of you getting 

kidney disease? 

 

As bovine TB comes from 

cows, do the cows die 

from their TB? 

 

Is there any light that is 

reaching us from before 

the universe and if so 

how? 

 

Have you saved any lives 

with your inventions, if so 

how many? 

 

Are your methods 

generally accepted? Are 

they unusual or new? 

 

 Science Topics 

 How Science Works 

 Careers and Education 

 Personal 

 Event/other 

 

Question themes and example questions in the Zone 

(click for links) 

Do you think you'll 

ever leave the 

science job route for 

something different? 

 

In what time did do your 

marathon? Do you have 

any tips so I can train? 

 

Top Keywords of questions approved in the Zone 

Area represents frequency of use 

      Careers and Education      Science topics      Motivations      Other 

Find out about how we’ve coded the questions at about.imascientist.org.uk/2017/student-question-coding 
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Examples of good engagement 

Students often talked about their own passions and interests within science, and the scientists were great at giving 

detailed answers, as well as positive encouragement to students showing an interest in STEM careers: 

 

 “Is there a specific rare disease that you feel strongly about?” – Student 

 

“There’s no single rare disease that I feel strongly about (although I’d probably feel differently if I had a family 

member suffering from one) but what alarms me is the scale of rare diseases. There are roughly 8000 

different rare diseases, with an average of 230,000 patients suffering from each. So the total number of 

people with a rare disease is approximately 30 million in Europe alone! That’s more than the combined 

population of the Netherlands, Luxembourg and Belgium. But since these 8000 rare diseases are all 

completely different, we need to find 8000 different cures, which is a tough challenge.” – Helen, scientist 

 

“Thank you for getting back to me, I honestly never knew how many rare diseases there are and how many 

cures we need to find, my grandad had kidney cancer a few years ago but that’s about it, I feel really strongly 

about finding cures and would do anything to help!” – Student  

 

“I’m sorry to hear about your Grandad. The world needs lots of passionate people to help find solutions for all 

sorts of problems, and I hope that one day you can contribute to finding a cure for something, or help people 

in some other way. Remember to always work hard and think carefully about how you can do your best.” – 

Helen, scientist  

 

 

Scientist winner: Daniel Smith 

 

Daniel’s plans for the prize money: “I’d like to help develop an interactive “game” to show the 

work I do and general chemistry. I would like to basically have a kit of small, safe activities that 

show things go fizz, bang or change colour, as well as having a demonstration of my work. 

Because these are the things that excited me into chemistry, and I would love to inspire more 

people to do it.”  Read Daniel’s thank you message. 

 

Student winner: Scarlett  

 

For great engagement during the event, this student will receive a gift voucher and a certificate. 

 

Feedback  

 

We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments made 

during the event… 

 

 

 

“The advantage of this setup is 

the ability to reach out to many 

school kids from the comfort of 

your chair!” – Scientist 

“The whole event was amazing… Some of their questions, 

although difficult to answer, did make me stop and think and 

one or two even changed the way I view my own work. It 

really was a great experience and I will be highly 

recommending it to friends and colleagues.” – Scientist 

mailto:michaela@mangorol.la
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