March 2018
The Enquiry Zone was supported by Wellcome and was for Year 6 students to work with scientists to develop a
citizen science project. The scientists involved each suggested a research idea which they refined with the students
in the live chats and ASK section, and students then voted for the project they most wanted to carry out at their
school.
Sakshi wanted to work with students to find out how boys and girls are different from each other, Martin’s
experiment idea was to measure the breath of students and see if that could tell us how students feel during the day
and Luke wanted to find out what students think about regenerative medicine and stem cells. Jennifer, the winner of
this zone, proposed a project that would look at how much primary school students knew about their own bodies
and Dan wanted to find out whether students were able to pace themselves during physical activity.
This was the second Enquiry Zone we have run, and this time we changed the scientists’ profile questions so they
could focus on the aims and method of their experiment ideas. As with the Enquiry Zone we ran last March, the best
chats were those where students had been briefed by their teacher beforehand and had had a chance to discuss the
scientists’ experiment ideas before meeting them.
As the event went on, all of the scientists improved how they spoke to students within the live chats and learnt to
prompt the students with questions about their projects to engage them in conversation.
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Lochgilphead High School (U)

St Joseph's R C Primary School (WP)

Furzedown Primary School (U)

St Mary's Catholic Primary School

Whitgreave Junior School (WP)

Bank View High School (WP)

Independent Jewish Day School

St Mary's Catholic Primary School, Morecambe (WP)

Irchester Community Primary School

Mallaig Primary School (U)

We want to increase the participation of under-represented groups going into STEM careers. Find out what
we mean by our under-served (U) and WP schools (WP), and how you can support us in working with more
of these at about.imascientist.org.uk/under-served-and-wp/
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Scientist activity
PROFILE
VIEWS

POSITION

Jennifer Paxton

668

Winner

Sakshi Sharda

690

2nd

Dan Gordon

540

3rd

Martin Lindley

687

4th

Luke Williams

522

5th

SCIENTIST

Lines of chat

Answers

17%

21%

25%

24%

21%
24%

15%

23%
15%

15%

Key figures from the Enquiry Zone and the averages of the March zones
PAGE VIEWS

ENQUIRY
ZONE

MAR ‘18
ZONES
AVERAGE

Total zone

15,598

19,571

ASK page

1,675

1,625

CHAT page

1,251

1,691

VOTE page

1,090

1,422

Popular topics

ENQUIRY
ZONE
Schools

MAR ’18 IAS 2012ZONES
18
AVERAGE AVERAGE

10

14

11

Students logged in

409

437

387

% of students active
in ASK, CHAT or VOTE

82%

89%

86%

Questions asked

627

529

697

209

258

303

388

469

541

100

62

75

274

348

304

16

19

16

6,576

7,268

5,472

411

388

354

Questions approved
Students clearly enjoyed meeting the scientists
Answers given
and were excited to ask them questions relating
to their project ideas. While some of the projects
Comments
were difficult for students to engage with, they
Votes
were still interested in the themes behind them.
For example, Dan was asked about sports and for
Live chats
advice on how students could improve their own
Lines of live chat
sporting performance, with one school taking
part in a tennis tournament the afternoon of the
Average lines per live
chat
chat. Sakshi was asked lots about how boys and
girls could be different; strength, size, emotions,
for example, and Luke was asked by many
students what stem cells are and how they are used in experiments.

In some chats students engaged with the project ideas, giving ideas to the scientists about how they could be carried
out. This was usually in reaction to the scientists or moderators asking the students questions about how they could
help the scientists. For example, in response to Sakshi asking how she could find out what girls and boys thought
about a particular topic, students suggested they could make up a quiz on paper and go around the class collecting
answers.
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Keywords from live chats in the zone, size of the word represents its popularity

Top Keywords of questions approved in the Zone
Area represents frequency of use

 Being a scientist

 Science
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Question themes and example questions in the Zone

What do you think of
the other scientists
projects?

Did you help with the
Paralympic games?

Could you grow back
a whole body out of
stem cells?

2%

10%

What is the biggest
thing you have ever
accomplished in life?

Does our breath have
some sort of stuff that
can tell you how we feel?

Science topics
20%

38%

How science works

How does the
Mass
Spectrometer
work?

Careers and Education
Personal

Did you face any
challenges becoming a
scientist?

Event/other

What makes
runners so
fast?

30%

How will your
experiment help
children?

Will your project help the
world or save the world?

Where will you get access
to stem cells?

Find out about how we’ve coded the questions at about.imascientist.org.uk/2017/student-question-coding

Examples of good engagement
Over the two weeks, the scientists adapted their language and conversation to try and engage the students with
their project ideas and encourage them to think about how they could carry out the experiment in the classroom.
“Who wants to do my project with me? How could we tell how you are feeling?” – Martin, scientist
“We could record it using video diaries” – Student
“That’s an excellent idea...I would like to use your video idea alongside my breath work and see if they agree”
– Martin, scientist
“I could tell how someone is feeling by their facial expressions” – Student
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“But is that how they feel inside? Or just the face they show the world? Maybe you could mark on paper how
they look ...they could video diary how they feel and I can measure their breath all together” – Martin,
scientist
“You could get a device that u could put on your heart?” – Student
“And measure your heart rate? Yes that’s a great idea ...what else?” – Martin, scientist
“We could also measure how your breath is like its fast you could be out of breath” – Student
“Excellent ...so breathing rate ....this is an excellent chat :-) thank you” – Martin, scientist
Students were able to identify with Jennifer’s experiment idea easily, and they had lots of questions about the body.
Students had some good ideas about how they could design the experiment:
“What is your fav part of the body?” – Student
“My fav part of the body is the musculoskeletal system – the bones and muscles of the body. How could we
find out what your classmates think about their bodies?” – Jennifer, scientist
“We could make games about our bodys” – Student
“That's an excellent idea! Games are great ways to learn about the body - any idea what kind of games you
could use?” – Jennifer, scientist
“Games that you pin a heart to where you think it goes on your body” – Student
“That's a really good idea - would you do it on paper? Or on iPads? There are lots of different ways you could
do something like this” – Jennifer, scientist
“We could make a body out of paper” – Student

Scientist winner: Jennifer Paxton
Jennifer’s plans for the prize money: “Anatomy Adventurers – How much do you know about
your own bodies? I’d like to investigate how much you, your class, or even your whole school
knows about your own bodies. How many people know where their heart is? Does your head
teacher know where their spleen is? Do you know what your kidneys do? Or how many bones
you have in your skeleton?” Read Jennifer’s thank you message.

Student winner: 422enqm33
For great engagement during the event, this student will receive a gift voucher and a certificate.

Feedback
We’re still collecting feedback from teachers, students and scientists but here are a few of the comments made
during the event…
“The children were so excited about the project
and it is a joy to watch their faces when they
get instant feedback from the scientists during
the chat. It most definitely raises the profile of
science” – Teacher
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