
01225 326 892  |  emilyd@mangorol.la

May–July 2020
In March 2020, schools were closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, creating uncertainty in education. 
Many STEM enrichment activities for students were cancelled.

I’m a Scientist, Stay at home was launched to allow school students to stay connected with STEM from April to 
July. Students could log in and take part whether they were at school or at home, reconnecting with their 
teachers and each other.

2,500 STEM professionals signed up to take part and inspire students across the UK. Over 800 schools 
registered for their students to stay engaged with science, engineering and maths.

The Coding Zone ran over 7 weeks as part of the Stay at home activities, instead of the usual two. This Zone 
was funded by bp with additional funding from UKRI.

■ 49 scientists created profiles in the Zone, and 44 engaged with students in live chats and answering 
questions. 38 of these scientists were new to the I’m a Scientist activities.

■ Scientists from a broad range of areas and career stages took part. For example, Hannah Im is an 
integrated risk manager at bp, Will Furnell works in Scientific Computing for STFC, and Sreejita Ghosh 
is a Data Science PhD student, using machine learning to identify rare diseases of the adrenal glands. 
On average, 8 researchers attended each live chat session.

■ 120 students from 10 schools all over the UK logged into the Zone. 3 of these schools had taken part 
in a previous I’m a Scientist activity.

■ 33% of active students were from Widening Participation schools, and 26% from Underserved 
Schools.

■ 18 live chats took place during the event.

The Coding Zone was one of the quieter zones in the Stay at home activity. Numbers were similar to that of a 
normal zone, with 18 live chats across the zone.

Nearly two thirds of the questions in Ask were about careers and education. Students asked a range of things 
from how the scientists manage stress, to their university experience, to their favourite and least favourite 
parts of their jobs. Conversations in chats were on topic, with many discussions about coding programs, 
machine learning and robots.

Key activity figures
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Fewer students than anticipated took part in the 
activities, likely due to difficulties teachers faced with 
remote teaching and online learning. 

28% of non-participating teachers told us they had 
been too busy to fit in a live chat due to an increase in 
workload. Others shared that their students were 
particularly struggling with online curriculum learning, 
and were unable to offer extra-curricular activities. 

A majority of students took part from home. This led 
to a lower average percentage of active students (57%) 
due to challenges faced by teachers to engage classes 
and issues with access to technology at students’ 
homes.
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School activity
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The Petchey Academy, London [WP] 
(25 👤 14 💬)

Cambridge Home School, Online 
(13 👤 20 💬)

Langtree School, Reading 
(12 👤 12 💬)

Aylestone School, Hereford [U] 
(10 👤 6 💬)

Torquay Girls Grammar School, Torquay [U] 
(7 👤 6 💬)

Lady Eleanor Holles School, Hampton 
(5 👤 12 💬)

Theale Green School, Reading 
(4 👤 13 💬)

Millais School, Horsham [U] 
(2 👤 25 💬)

Lincoln Castle Academy, Lincoln [WP/U] 
(2 👤 2 💬)

All Saints CofE Primary School, London 
(1 👤 35 💬)

Map and table (above) show schools with students who actively participated in the zone.

Numbers next to schools represent the number of active users [👤] and if they took part in a live chat, the 
average lines of live chat per active user [💬].

We want to increase the participation of under-represented groups going into STEM careers. Find out what 
we mean by our under-served (U) and WP schools (WP), and how you can support us in working with more 
of these at: about.imascientist.org.uk/under-served-and-wp/
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Scientist activity

 44 scientists were active in the zone, writing 1916 lines of live chat and providing 194 answers 
to posted questions.

See all the participating scientists: 
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Question themes and example questions

Frequent words used in live chats
by students and scientists

Popular topics
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Examples of good engagement

Students and scientists often discussed their experiences in school, for example in this 
conversation about favourite subjects. This conversation between a student and scientist lead 
to a scientist sharing resources with students to further enrich their learning and interests:
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Scientists of the Week
Students voted for their favourite scientists to be named Scientist of the Week.

The 4 Scientists of the Week were Sreejita Ghosh, Meera Sewraz,  Emma Wilson, and Andy Smith. 
The overall winner in this zone was Andy Smith.
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Many conversations and Ask questions were about the coronavirus pandemic. Scientists were open 
about the impact on their work and lives, helping students to see them as normal people thus 
contributing to the students Science Capital:
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Feedback from across the Stay at home activity

Chloe, 
Scientist

Teacher

Student

Head of Year 7, Bournemouth 
School
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Feedback

Teacher

Emma Wilson, 
Scientist

Student 

Student

Andy Smith, bp Cybersecurity
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Feedback from across the Stay at home activity

 
Elena Maters, Scientist

Teacher

-- 
Student
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